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‘THE 
AUTHOR'’s 
DECLARATION. 


‘S$ there are ‘forte people whe 
cannot read, without: making 
applications of the vicious and dudi- 
crous charatters they meet with in 
works of this kind ; P'declare to thefe 
mifchievous readers,’ that they will 
be to blame, if they apply any of 
the pictures drawn-in this book. : I 
publickly own that my purpofe is td 
reprefent life as we find it: but God 
forbid that I fhould undertake to de- 
lineate any man in particular! Let 
no reader, therefore, affume to him- 
felf that which as properly belongs to 
others ; left, as Phaedrus obferves, he 
makean unlucky difcovery of his own 
character. Stulte nudabit animt con- 
Vou. I, feientiam. 


. Cav) 

_ fcientiam. There are phyficians ira 
Caftille as well-as in France, whofe 
practice confifts in evacuating their 
patients a little too much; and the 
fame vices and peculiarities of difpo- 
fition are to be feen every where. I 
confefs, that I have notalways exactly 
obferved the manners oftheSpaniards ; 
and. thofe whoaré acquainted with the 
diforderly lives of the players at Ma- 


drid, may reproach’ me with having 


defcribed their irregularities with too 
much tendernefs: but I thought it 
was neceffary- to foften them a little, 
that they might be the miore con- 
formable to the manners of our own 
country. 73 = « 
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Entle readér, before’ thow -heareft’ the 
hiftory of my life, give me leave to en- 

tertain thee with a fhort ftory..- 9 -- 
Two fcholars, in their way from Pennafiel 
to Salamanca, being thirfty and fatigued, {at 


_ down by a {pring they met with.on the road.: 


_ ‘Phere, while they refted  themfelves, . after: 


having quenched their thirft, they perceived 
by accident, -upon-a ftone that was even with: 
the furface of the earth, fome letters, already 
half effaced by time, and the feet. of flocks 
that came to water at the fountain: having . 
wathed it, they read thefe words -in the 

Caftilian tongue :: Agui-ef a encerrada el-alma 
del Licenciado Pedvé Garcias, *‘. Heré ts in- 


. terred the foul of the Licentiate Peter Garcias,”” - 
* The younger of the two ftudents, being a pert 


coxcomb, no fooner read this infcription, than 
he cried with a loud laugh, “‘ A good joke 
faith ; Here is interred the foul ——a foul 


_Anterred !—~—-Who the devil could be the au- 


thor of fuch a'wile epitaph!” So faying, he 
hor of fuch a wile epi ae 


haa 


( viii ) 


got up and went away : while his companion, 
who was bleffed with a greater fhare of pene- 
tration, {aid to himfelf, ‘‘ There is certainly 
fome myftery’ in this affair: I'll flay in order 
to unriddle it.” Accordingly, his comrade 
was no fooner out'of: fight, than he began to 
dig with his knife all around the ftone ; and 
fucceeded fo well, that he got it up, and found 
beneattrita leathern purfe} eontaining an hun- 
dred ducats, and a card, on which was writ- 
ten the following fentence in ‘Latin, ‘* Who- 
foever thou art who haft wit enough to difco« 
- ver the meaning of the infcription, inherit my. 
money, and make, a. better ufe of it than I 
have done.”” The {cholar,. sejoiced at his 
good fortune, placed the Gone.in. its former. 


fityation, and walked hoine to Salamanca with . 


the foul af the-licentiate. “Of what complec~ 
tion foeyer thon mayeft be, . friendly reader, 
thou wilt certainly. refemble one of thofe two 
{cholars;. for.if thou perufef, my adventures, 
Without perceiving the mora} inftructions they 
contain, thoy wilt reap no harveft from thy 
labour.; .but.if thou. readeft. with .attention, 
thou wilt, find in them, according to the pre- 
cept of Horace, profit mingled with pleafure. 
epncha oe: a % PGs + SARA, In Stee 2© 
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THE | 
ADVENTURES 
OF 


GIL BLAS of Santillane. : 
| BOOKL 


‘CHAP. I. . | 
Of the birth and education of Gil Blas. 


Y father, Gil Blas of Santillane, 
after having carried arms many 
“= years for the fervice of the Spanifh 
‘ee, monarchy, retired to the town in 
oe 2% which he was born, where he chofe 
Rein See VARS a wife among the fecond-rate ci» 
TRS tizens, who, though fhe was no 
chicken, brought me into the world ten months 
after her marriage.---- They afterwards removed 

Vor, I. Bo | -% 
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to Oviedo, where my mother became a waiting- 
woman, and my father {quire * to a lady: and as 
they had nothing but their wages to depend upon, 
I fhould have run the hazard of being very poorly 
educated, had it not been my good fortune to have 
a canon for my uncle, whofe name was Gil Peres : 
he was my mother’s eldeft brother, as well as my 
god-father, a little man, three fect and an half 
high, exceffively fat, with his head funk between 
leis fhoulders ; otherwife an honeft prieft, whofe 
chief care was to live well; that is, to make good 
chear ; and his living, which was no Jean one, 
furnifhed him with the means, | 
He carried me home to his. houfe while an in- 
fant, taking charge of my educatjon ; and I ap 
pear'd fo fprightly, that he refolved to cultivate my 
genius. With this view he bought for me an horn- 
book, and undertook (himfelf) to learn me to read 5 
a tafk no lefs ufeful to him than to me; for,*in 
teaching me my letters, he had recourfe to his read- 
ing,which he had always negleéted too muich, and, 
by dint of application, enabled himfelf to read his 
breviary without hefitation ; a qualification he had 
never been poffeffed of before.---He had all the in- 
clination in the world to inftru& me in the Latin 
tongue alfo, becaufe it would have been fo much 
money faved to him: but, alas, poor Gil Peres ! 
he had never in his life underftood the rudiments 
of that language, and was perhaps (but this I da 
not vouch for certainty) the moft illiterate canon 
* Squire, or gentieman-uther, in Spanith, Efcudero, 
4 a perfon that waits on a lady, Formerly, decayed gen- 
themen were entertained by the nobility for this purpofe ; 
they took theis appellation from thofe eminent {quires 
whofe office was to carry the fhield (in Spain, called Efcu- 
do) of their mafter, 
of 
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sof the whole chapter.----1 have been told, indeed, 
that he had not obtained his benefice by his erudi 
tion, but owed it intirely to the gratitude of fome 
pious nuns, for whom he had acted the part of a 
zealous cemmiffioner, and by whofe influence the 
order of priefthood had been conferred ypon him 
without examination, 

He was therefore obliged to fubje@ me to the 
birch of a fchool-mafter, and accordingly {ent me 
to the houfe of doftor Godinez, who was reckon- 
ed the moft expert flogger in Oviedo, J improved 
fo well under his inftru€tions, that in five or fix 
years I underftood a lit:le Greek, was a pretty good 
Latin {cholar, and applying myfelf alfo to logick 
began to argue apace : I was fo much in love with 
difpute, that I ftopt paffengers, known or un- 
known, and propofed arguments to them; and 
fometimes meeting with Hibernian geniufes, who 


- were very glad of the occafion, it was a good jeff 


to fee us difpute ; by our extravagant geftures, 
grimace, contorfions, our eyes full of fury, and our 
mouths full of foam, one would have taken us for ° 
bedlamites rather than philofophers, 

By thefe means, however, I acquired the repu- 
tation of a great fcholar in town ; a circumftance 
that pleafed my uncle extremely, as he forefaw 
that I thould not be much longer an expence to 
him.---** Harkee, Gi] Blas, (faid he to me one day) 
thou art no longer a child, and it is high time for 
a brifk lad of feventeen, like thee, to puth thy for- 
tune in the world: J am determined to fend thee 
to Salamanca, where, with fuch genius and learn- 
ing, thou canf not fail of obtaining fome good 
poft: thou fhalt have fome ducats in thy packet 
to bear thy expences on the road ; and I will give 


thee my own mule, which thou may’ ft fell at Sala- 
B2 manca 
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manca’ for. Ten or twelve piftoles, and live upon 
the money until thou shalt be fettled to thy fatis- 
faction.” . 

_He could not have propofed any thing more a- 
greeable to me; for I paffionately longed to fee the 
world : neverthelefs, I had difcretion enough to 
conceal my joy ; and when the time of my depar- 
ture arrived, affecting the moft lively: forrow at 
leaving an uncle, to whom I owed fo many obli- 
gations, the honeft man was melted, and gave me 
more mioney than he would have done, could he 
have feen to the bottom of my heart.---Before I fet 
out J went to take leave of my father and mother, 
who enriched me with advice, exhorting me.to pray 
to God for my uncle, to live inoffenfively, to efchew 
evil, and by all means to refrain from ftealing.--- 

After they had held forih a good while, they made 
me a prefent of their bleffing, which was all I ex- 
pected from them ; and i, mounting my le, bad 
adieu to Oviedo. 

CHAP, II. 
a bis being gricvoufly Glarmed in bis way to Pennaflor : : 
Of bis condud in that tewn 3 with an account of a 


~ perfon who fury d with him, 


EHOLD me then in the open ‘field, dest of 
Oviedo, on the road to Pennafler, mafter of 
my own condu¢t, of a forry mule, and forty good 
ducats, exclufive of fome royals which I had ftolen 
from my much-honoured uncle.---The firft thing I 
‘did was to let my beaft go at difcretion, that is, 
“very gently ; and throwing the bridle on her neck, 
I emptied my purfe into my hat, and amufed my- 
‘felf in counting my money : my joy was exceffive ’ : 
anda as I had: never men fo much ‘cafh before, i 

~ handled 
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andled and, gazed at it with infatiable delight.---J 
had reckoned it, perhaps, twenty times over,when, 
all. of a fudden, my mule raifing her head, and 
pricking up her ears, ftopt in the middle of the 
highway. Imagining the was frighted at fomething, 
J looked about to fee what was the matter, and 
perceived upon the ground an ald hat, turned up, 
with a rofary of great beads in it ; at the fame time 
heard a lamentable voice pronounce thefe words, 
“* Mr. traveller, for God’s fake, have pity on a 
poor maimed foldier ; drop, if you pleafe, a few 
bits into the hat, and you thall be rewarded in 
heaven.’’---I turned my eyes immediately on the 


fide from whence the voice ifyed, aad faw, atthe . = 


root of a bufh, about twenty cr thirty paces from 
me, a kind of foldier, who, upon two crofs fticks, 
fupported the barrel of a carbine, in my apprehen; ° 
Gon longer than a pike, with which he feemed te 
take sim at me: at this apparition, which made 


gms quake for the church's money, I Ropt fhort, 


and, packeting my ducats in a great hurry, took . 
eut forme rials, approached the hat, that was exe _ 
pofed for the reception of extorted charity, and 
dropt'them into it, one after another, that the beg- 
gar might fee how nobly I ufed him.---He was fa- 
tisfied with my bounty, and gave me a benediction 
for every kick that I beftowed on the fides of my 
mule, in order to get out of his reach; but the 
plaguy beaft, regardlefs of my impatience, moved 
not a ftep the faiter, having loft the power of gal- 
loping, by a long habit of carrying my uncle at her 
own leifure. | - 

I did not look upon this adventure as a very fa~ 
yaurable omen for my journey ; I confidered that 
I might meet with fomething {till worle, before J 


frould arrive at Salamanca; aad could nat help 
B 3 blaming 


6 The ADVENTURES of 
blaming -my uncle’s imprudence, for having neplect= 
ed to put me under the direction of a carrier. ‘This, 
to ‘be fure, was what he ought to have done 5 but 
he imagined that, by giving me his mule, my jour- 
ney would be the-lefs expenfive ; and-he had more 
regard to that confideration, than to the dangers I 
might be expofed to on the road.---In order there= 
fore to repair his mifmanagement, 1 determined 
(as foon as I fhould arrive at Pennaflor): to- fell the 
mule, and rake the opportunity of a carrier for Aftor- 
ga, fromm whence I cculd tranfport myfelf to Sala- 
manca by the fame convenience ; for altho’? I had 
never been out of Oviedo, I was not ignorant of the 
names ot the towns thro’ which J muft pafs, having 
informed myfelf of thcfe things before I fet out. 

: I arrived in fafety at Pennaflor, and halting at 
the gate of an inn that made a tolerable .appear- 
ance, ¥ no fooner-alighted than the landlord came 
out, and received me -with great civility ; he un; | 
tied my portmanteau with his own hands, and; 
throwing it on his fhoulder, conducted me into a 
room, while one of his’ fervants led my-mule into 
the ftable.---This inn-Reeper, the greateft talker of 
the Afturies, and as ready to relate his own affairs, 
avithout being afked, as to pry into thofe of ano- 
ther,.told me that his name was Andrew Corcuelo ; 
that he had ferved many years in the king’s army, 
in quality of a ferjeant ; and had quitted the fer- 
* vice fifteen months ago, to marry a damfel of Ca- 
ftrepol, who (tho’ fhe was a little fwarthy) knew 
very well how to turn the penny. . He faid a thou- 
. fand other things, which I could have difpenfed 
‘with the hearing of ;’ but after having made me his 
confidant, he thought he had a right to exa@ the 
fame condefcenfion from rae; and accordingly afk- 
¢d whence I came, whither I was going, and what 
i Lo 7 I 
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1 was.--I was obliged to anfwer, article by article, 
becaufe he accompanied every queftion with a pto- 
found bow, and. begged me to excufe his corey, 
with fuch a refpectful air, that Icould not -refu 
to fatisfy tim in every particular.----This engaged 
me in a long converfation with him,: and gave me 
occafion to mention my defign, and the .reafons I 
had for difpofing of my.mule, that I might take the 
opportunity of a carrier,--- He approved of my in- 
tention, tho’ not ‘in a very fucciné& manner ; for 
-he reprefented all the troublefome accidents that 
might.. befal me on.the road ; he recounted many 
di{mal ftories of travellers, and I was afraid he 
would never have done :. he concluded at length, 
however, telling me, that if I had a mind to fell 
my mule, he was acquainted with a very honeft 
jocky who would buy her. I affured him he would 
‘oblige me in fending for him ; upon which he went 
in queft of him immediately with great eagernefs, 
---Jt was not long before he returned with his map, 
whom he introduced to me as a perfon of exceed- 
ing honefty, and we weht into the yard .all toges 
ther, where my mule was produced, and :pafs’d 
and repafs’d before the jocky, who: examined --her 
from head to foot, and did not fail to fpeak very 
difadvantageoully of her.. I own there was. not 
much to be faid in her praife ; but, However, had 
it been the pope’s mule, he would have found 
fome defeéts in her. He affured me, that fhe had 
all the faults a mule could have ; and, to convince 
me of his veracity, appealed to the landlord, who, 
doubtlefs, had his reafons for fupporting his friend’s 
affertions.--- Well, (faid this desier, with an air 
-ef indifference) how much money do you expedt 
for this wretched animal?’’ After the eulogium 
he had beftowed on her, and the a an cf 

ignicr 
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fignior Cercuelo, whom I believed to be a man of 
honefty and underftanding, I would have given 
my mule for nothing ; and therefore told him J 
would rely on his integrity ; bidding him appraife 
the beaft in his own canfcience, and I would ftaad 
to the valuation. Upon this he afumed the man 
of henour, and replied, that in engaging his con- 
‘fcience I took him on the weak fide: in good 
footh, that did not foem to be his Rrong fide ; for, 
inftead of valoing her at ten or twelve piftoles, as 
my uncle had done, he fixed the price at three du- 
cats, which I accepted with as much joy as if : 
had made an excellent bargain. 

After having fo advantageoufly difpofed of my 
mule, the landlord conduGted me to a carrier, who 
was to fet out next day for Aftorga.---This mule- 
teer let me know, that he would depart before day- 
break, and promifed to wake me in time, after 
we had agreed upon the price, as well for the hire 
of a mule as for my board on the road ; and when 
every thing was fettled between us, I returned to 
the inn with Corcuelo, who, by the way, began te 
secount the carrier's hiftory ; he told me every cir- 
cumftance of his charaGer in town, and, in fhort, 
was going to ftupify me again with his ‘intolerable 
loquacity ; when, luckily for me, a man of. a prete 
ty good appearance prevented my misfortune, by 
accofting him with great civility.---I left them toe 
gether, and went on, without fufpedting that I had 
the leaft concern in their converfation. 

When I arrived at the inn I-called for fupper, 
and, it being a meagre day, was fain to put up 
with eggs; which while they got ready, I made 
up to my landlady, whom I had not feen before ¢ 
fhe appeared handfome enough, and withal fo 

{prightly 
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fprightly and gay, that I-fhould’ have concluded 
(even if her husband had not told-me fo) that her. 
houfe was pretty well frequented.----When. the, 
amlet I had befpoke was ready, I fat down to table. 
by myfelf; and had not yet fwallowed the firit, 
morfe! when the landlord came in, followed by the 
man who had ftopt him in the ftreet. This cava-. 
lier, -who wore a long fword, and feemed'to be a-._ 
bout thirty years of age, advanced towards me witls 
an eager air, faying, ‘‘ Mr. ftudent, I am inform- 
ed that you are that fignior Gil Blas of Santillane, 
whois the link of philofophy, and ornament of 
Oviedo ! Is it poffible that you arg that mirror of 
learning, that fublime genius, whofe reputation is 
fo great in this country !---You know_not, (con- 
tinued he, addreffing himfelf to the inn-keeper and 
his wife) you know .not what you poffefs! You 
havé a treafure in your--houfe ! Behold, in_ this 
young gentleman, the eighth wonder of thg_ 
world !”?’ Theri turning’ to me, and throwing. his 
arms about my neck, ‘*. Forgive (cried he) my 
tranfports ! I cannot contain the joy that your pre- 
fence creates !”° os A 

I could not anfwer for fome time, becaufe..he 
locked me fo clofe in his arms, that I was ‘almoft — 
fuffocated for want.of breath; and it was not, tl] — 
1 had difengaged my head from his embrace, thag. 
I replied, ‘* Signior. cavalier, I did not think my* 
name was known-at Pennafior.’’--“* How !. known ! 
(refumed he in his former ftrain).we keep a re- 
gifter of all the celebrated names within twenty 
leagues of us :---You in particular are look’d upom 
as.a prodigy ; andI don't at all doubt, that Spain 
will one day be as proud of. you, as Greece was of 


her feyen fages.”” Thefe words were followed by 
on a ee 


™: 
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@ frefh hug, which I was enforced to eadure, tho* 
at the rifk of Rtrangulation. Withthe little ex- 
perience I had, I ought not to have been the dupe 
of ‘his profeffions and hyberbolical compliments : I 
ought to have known, by his extravagant flattery, 
that he was one of thofe parafites which abound in 
every town, and who, when a ftranger arrives, in- 
troduce themfelves to him, in order to fill their 
bellies at his expence: but my youth and vanity 
made me judge quite otherwife : my admirer ap- 
peared to me fo much of a gentleman, that I in- 
vited him to take a fhare of my fupper. ‘* Ah $ 
with alt my foul, (cried he) I am toa much oblig- 
ed to my kind ftars for having thrown me in the 
way of the illuftrious Gil Blas, not ‘to enjoy my 
good fortune as long as I can! I have no great ap+ 
petite, (purfued he) but I will fit down to bear 
you company, and eat a mouthful, purely out of 
complaifance."* 

So faying, my panegyrift took his place right 
over-againft me, and, a cover being laid for him, 
attacked the amlet as voracioufly as if he had fafts 
ed three whole days : by his complaifant beginning 
I forefaw that our difh would not laft long, and 
therefore ordered a fecond ; which they drefs’d with 
fuch difpatch, that ie was ferved juft as we---or 
rather he---had made an end of the firft,---He proe 
ceeded on this with the fame vigour, and found 
means, without lofing one ftroke of his teeth, te 
overwhelm me with praifes during the whole re- 
paft, which made me very well pleafed with my 
fweet felf.---He drank in proportion to his eating ; 
fometimes to my health, fometimes to that of my 
father and mother, whofe happinefs in having fuch 
a fon as me he could not enough admire.---In the 

. - mean 
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mean time he plied me with wine, and inGfted up- 
on my doing him juftice, while I toafted heakh for 
health ; acircumftance which, together with his 
intoxicating flattery, put me into fuch good hu- 
mour, that, feeing our fecond amlet half devoured, 
I afked the fandiord if he had no fifh in the houfe. 
Signier Corcuelo, who, in ail likelihood, had a 
fellow-feeling with the parafite, replied, ‘‘ I have 
a delicate troat 5 but thofe who eat it muft pay for 
the fauce :---’tis a bit too dainty for yqur palate, 


A doubt.’’---“ What do you call too dainty ? (faid 


the fycophant, raifing his voice) you’re a wifeacre, 
gndeed ! know that there is nothing in this houfe 
¢oo good for fignior Gil Blas de Santillane, whe 
deferves to be entertained like a = 

I was pleafed at his laying hold of che landlord’s 
Jaft words, in which he prevented me, who find- — 


ing myfelf offended, faid, with an sir of difdain, 


*6 Produce this trout of yours, gaffer Corcuelo, 
and give your felf mo trouble about the confe- 
qwenoe,”’---This was what the inn-Kesper want- 
ed: he got it ready, and fervedit up in a trice. 
At fight of this new dith, I could perceive the 
parafite’s eyes fparkle with joy; and he renewed 
that complaifance---f mean for the fifh,---which 
he had already fhewn for the eggs. At laft, how- 
ever, he was obliged to give out, for fear of acci- 
tent, being cramm’d to the very throat : having 
therefore eaten and drank his bellyful, he thought 
proper to conclude the farce by rifing frem table, 
and accofting me im thefe words, “ Signior Gil 
Blas, I am too well {atisfied with your good cheer to 
Jeave you, without effering an important advice, 
which you feem to have great occafionfor : hence- 


forth beware of praife, and be upon your guard - 
gain 
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gainft every body you do not know. You may 
meet with other people inclined to divert them- 
‘felves with your credulity, and perhaps to pufh 
things ftill farther ; but don’t be duped again, nor 
‘believe yourfelf (tho’ they fhould fwear it) the 
eighth wonder of the world.”---So faying; he 
laughed in my face and ftalked, away. I was as 
much affected by this bite as I have fince been by 
misfortunes of far greater confequence.---I could 
not forgive myfelf for having been fo grofly im- 
pofed upon ; or rather, I was fhock'd to find my 
‘pride fo humbled : “ How! (faid I to mayfelf ) has 


~ 


the traitorthen made a jeft of me? ‘His defign in | 


‘accofting my landlord in the ftreet was only to 
pump him ; or perhaps they underftand one an- 
other! Ah, fimple Gil Blas ! Go. hang thyfelf for 
‘fhame, for having given fuch rafcals an opportuni= 
‘ty of turning thee into ridicule ! I fuppofe they'll 


‘trump up a-fine ftory of this affair, which wiH ° 


reach Oviedo, and doubtlefs do thee a great deal 
‘of honour; and make thy parents repent their 
having thrown away fo much good counfel on an 
afs : inftead of exhorting me not to wrong any 
‘body, they ought to have cautioned me againft the 
dsnavery of the world !” Chagrin’d with thefe 
‘mortifying reflections, and inflamed with refent- 
‘ment, I locked myfelf in my chamber, and went 
‘to bed, where however. I did ‘not fleep; for, be- 
fore I could clofe my eyes, the carrier came to let 


-me know that he was ready to fet out, and only 


waited for me: I got up inftantly, and while I 
‘put on my cloaths Corcuelo brought mea bill, in 
“which, 1 affure you, the troyt was not forgotten : : 

~and I was not only obliged to gratify his exorbi- 
“tance, but I had alfo the mortification tb perceive, 
: while 
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while I counted the monty, that the farcaftic knave | 


remembered my adventure. After having paid 
fauce for afupper, which I had fo ill digefted, I 
went to the muleteer with my bags, wifhing the 
parafite, the inn-keeper, and his inn’ at the 
devil. 


CHAP. III, | 
Of the earrier’s temptation on the road, and its cone 
Sequence---How Gil Blas, in attempting to get out of 
the frying-pan, fell into the fire. 


Was not the only perfon who travelled with 

the carrier, there being in company two chil- 
dren belonging to a gentleman at Pennaflor, a 
little ftroling ballad-finger of Mondonedo, and a 
young tradefman of Aftorga, who was bringing 
home a girl whom he had married at Verco, We 
became acquainted with one another prefently, and 
every one, in avery short time, told whence he 
came, and whither he was going.---The new 
marricd lady was fo ftupid and tawny, that I had 
no great pleafure in looking at her; but her 
youth and plumpnefs had a different effe& upon 
the carrier, who refolved to make an attempt up- 
on her inclinations: he fpent the whole day in 
projeGting this noble defign, the execution of 
which he deferr’d until we fhould arrive at our 
laft ftage, which happened to be at Cacabelos. 
He accordingly made us alight at the firft inn 
we came to, a houfe fituated rather in the country 
than in the town, the landlord'cf which he knew 
to be a complaifant and difcreet perfon.---He took 
care to have us conducted into a remote apartment, 
where he allowed us to fup in tranquility; bug 

“Vor. Pf C - when 
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when our meal was ended, he entered witha furi- — 
ous look, crying, ‘* Blood and oans! I am robbed 

of one hundred piftoles, which I had ina leathern 

bag, and I muft find them immediately, otherwife 

I will apply te the magiftrate of the place, who is 

no joker in thefe matters, and have you all put to) 
the rack, “till fuch time as you confefs the crime 

and reftore the money.’ Having pronounced thefe 

dreadful words witha very natural air, he went out, - 
leaving us all in the utmoft confternation. 

As we were itrangers to one another, nene of 
us had the leaft fufpicion of the fineffe : for my own 
part I futpcected that the poor ballad-fmger had done 
the deed; and perhaps he had the fame opinion of 
me. Betides, we were all raw fools, utterly igno- 
rant of the formalities uted in fuch cafes, and be-~ 
lieved in good earneft, that the procefs would be 
begun. by putting us all to the: torture.---Giving 
way theretore to our fear, we evacuated the room 
in a great hurry, fome running into the ftreet, 
others flying into the garden, and every one betak- 
ing himfeif to his heels for fafety. Among the reft 
the young tradef{man of Aftorga,. as much fcared as 
any of us at the thoughts of the torture, made his 
efcape, like another /Eneas, without incommod- 
ing himfelf with his wifce.---It was then that the 
carrier, (as I have fince learned) more incontinent 
than his mules, and overjoyed to {ce his ftratagem 
fucceed according to his expeCation, went to the 
bride, boaited of his own ingenuity, and endea- 
voured toeprofit by the occafion :---but this Lucrece 
of the Afturies, to whom the villanous-afpect of 
her tempter lent new ftrength, made a vigorous 
refiftance, and fcreamed moft powerfully, The 
patrole, which happened at that inftant to pafs by 

2 Sos the 
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the houfe, that they knew deferved their-attention, 
went in and demanded the reafon of thofe Cries: 
upon which the landlord, who fat finging in the 
kitchen, and pretended to know nothing of the 
matter, was obliged to condu@ the officer and his 
guard into the chamber of the perfon who.tmade 
the noife.---They arrived very feafonably, the 
chafte Afturian being quite exhaufted ; and the com- 
mander (who was none of the moit delicate people 
in the world) perceiving what was. the matter, 
gave the amorous muleteer a wooden falutation 


‘with the handle of his halbert, addreffing him at 


the fame time in terms as inconfiftent with modetty 
as the ation that fuggefted them.---This was not 
all: he apprehended the criminal, and carried him 
before the judge, together with his accufer; who 


potwithftanding her difprder, would. have gone of 


herfelf to crave juftice for the outrage that was 


committed upon her. The magiftrate having heard, 
.and attentively confidered the caufe, found the 


defendant guilty, caufed him tobe ftript and fcourged 
m his prefence ; and ordered that,: if. the hufband 
of the plaintiff fhould not appear before next day, fhe 
fhould be efcorted to Aftorga by two horfemen, at 
the charge of the delinquent. ss ; 
As for me, more terrifjed, perhaps, than the reft, I 
got into the country, and croffing I don’t know how 
many fields’ and heaths, and leaping’all the ditches 
J found in my way, I arrived at laft at the fide of 
a wood, and was juft going into it, witha view of 
concealing myfelf in fome thicket, when all of a 
fudden, two men on horfeback appeared before me, 
and called, “° Who goes there 2”? As my furprize 
hindered me from making immediate anfwer, they 
advanced, and each clapping a piftol to my throat, . 
C2 com- 
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commanded me to tell who I was, whence I came, 
my bufinefs in that foreft, and, above all things, 
to hide nothing from them.---To thefe interrogati- 
ons, the manner of which feemed to me equal to 
the rack with which the carrier had threaten’d us, 
I replied, that I was a lad of Oviedo, going to 
Salamanca; recounted the alarm we had under- 
gone, and confefs’d, that the fear of being put to 
the torture had induced me to run away.---They 
burft into a loud laugh at this difcovery, which ma- 
nifefted the fimplicity of my heart: and one of them 
faid, “* Take courage, friend; come along with 
us, and fear nothing: we will put thee in a pisce of 
fafety.’” So faying, he made me get up behind 
him, and then we retreated into the wood. ; 
Though I did not know what to make of this | 
rencounter, I did not prefage any thing bad from it ;, 
for (faid I to myfelf) if thefe people were thieves, - ; 
they would have robb’d, and perhaps murder’d me, 
at once: they muft certainly be honeft gentlemen, 
who live hard by, and who, fecing mein a panic, | 
have pity on my condition, and carry me home... 
with them out of charity.---But I did not long re- 
Anain in fulpence ; for, after feveral windings and 
e carnints: which we performed in great filence, we 
* game to the foot of a hill, where we alighted; and 
ene of the horfemen faid to me, ‘‘ This is our 
*€ dwelling-place.”” I looked around, but could 
perceive neither houfe, hut, nor the leaft appear- 
ance of any habitation: neverthelefs, thefe two 
,men lifted up a huge wooden trap-door, covered 
with earth and brambles, which conceal'd the 
entrance of a long fhelving paffage under ground, 
into which the horfes went of themfelves, like 
beafts that were yfed to it; while the cavaliers, 
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taking the fame path, made me follow them: 
then lowering the. cover with cords faftned to the 
infide for that purpofe, behold the worthy kinfman 
of my uncle Perez, caught like a moufe in a trap. 


CHAP. IV. 


A de scription of the fubterranean habitation, and of 


what Gil Blas obferved therein. 


Now difcovered my fituation, and any one may 

eafily believe that this difcovery effectually dif- 
pelled my former fear: a terror more mighty, and 
better founded, took poffeffion of my foul! 1 laid 
my account with lofing my life as well as my ducats 5 
and looking upon myfelf as a victim led to the altar, 
walked (more cead than alive) between my twa 
conduétors, who, feeling me tremble, exhorted me 
in vain to fear nothing,---When we had gone about 
Zoo paces, turning and defcending all the ways 
‘we entered into a ftable, lighted by two great iron 
lamps hanging from the arch above,. Here I faw 
plenty of ftraw, and a good many cafks tull of 
provender: there was room enough for twenty 
horfes ; but at that time there were only the two 
that we brought along with us, which an old ne- 
gro, who feemed vigorous for his years, was tying 
to a rack.---We went out of the ftable, and by the 
difmal glimmer of fome lamps, that feemed to en- 


‘Jighten the place, only to fhew the horrors of it, 


came toa kitchen, where an old cook-maid was 
bufy in broiling fteaks, and providing for fupper.--- 
The kitchen was adorned with all neceffary uten- 
fils, and hard by there was a larder ftored with 
all forts of provifion,---The cook (for I mut draw 


er pifture) was a perfon fomewhat turn’d of &xty: 
C 3 in 
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in her youth the hair of her head had been red ata 
carrot ; for time had not as yet fo much bleached 
it, but that one might ftill perceive fome fhades of 
its primitive colour: the had an olive complexion, 
a chin pointed and prominent, with lips fallen in, a 
huge acquiline nofe that hung over her mouth, and 
eyes that flamed in purple. 

‘© Well, dame Leonarda, (faidone of the gentle- 
men, prefenting me to this fair angel of darknefs) 
here’s a young man we have brought for you." 
Then turning to me, and obferving me pale and 
difmayed, “‘ Friend, (faid he) banifh thy fear; we 
will do thee no harm---Having occafion for a fer- 
_ vant to afaft our cook-maid, we met with thee, 
and happy it is for thee we did: thou fhalt here 
fupply the place of 2 young fellow, who let him- 
felf die about fifteen days ago: he was a lad of a 
very delicate complexion ; but thou feemeft to be 
more robuft, and wilt not die fo foon: indeed 
thou wilt never fee the light of the fun agam ; but 
in lieu of that, thou fhalt have good cheer, and a 
roufing fire. Thou fhalt pafs thy time with Leo- 
narda, who is a very gentle creature, and enjoy all 
thy little conveniencies, I will fhew thee, (added 
he) that thou haft not got among beggars." Witte | 
thefe words he took up a flambeau, and, biding 
me follow him, carried me into a cellar, where I 
faw an infinite number of bottles and jars welf 
cork’d, which (he told me) were filled with excel- 
lent wine. He afterwards made me pafs through 
divers apartments, fome of which contained bales 
ef tinnen, others of filks and ftuffs: in one f per- 
ecived gold and filver, and a great quantity of 
plate it difforent cupboards,---Then I followed 

him 
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him into a large hall, illuminated by three branches 
of copper, which alfo gave light to the rooms that 
communicated with it: here he put frefh queftions 
to me; afked my name, and reafon for leaving 
Oviedo ; and when F had fatisfied his curiofity in 
_ thefe particulars, ‘* Well, Gil Blas, (faid he) fince 
thy defign in quitting the place of thy nativity was 
to obtain fome good poft, thou muft certainly have 
been born with acawl upon thy head; becaufe thow 
haft fallen into our hands.---I have already told thee, 
that thou fhalt live here in affluence, and roll upon 
gold and filver : nay more, thow fhalt be fafe; for 
fuch is the contrivance of this retreat, that the 
officersof the holy brotherhood may come into the 
wood an hundred times without difcovering it. 
The entry is unknown to every living foul, except 
me and my comrades: perhaps thou wilt wonder 
how if could be executed without being perceived 
by the people in the neighbourhood! know then, 
my lad, that this is nota work of our hands, but wag 
made many years ago; for after the Moors had got 
poffeffion of Grenada, Arragon, and almoft the 
whole of Spain, the chriftians, rather than fubmit 
to the yoke of infidels, fled and conceal’d them- 
felves in this country, in Bifcay, and in the Auftries, 
whither the valiant Don Pelagio retired; fugitives, 
and difoerfed in fmall numbers, they lived in moun- 
tains and woods; fome lurk’d in caves, and others 
contrived many fabterranean abodes, of which 
number this is one. Having afterwards been fo 
lucky as to drive their enemies out of Spain, they 
returned into towns; and, fince that time, their 
retreats have ferved for afylums to people of our 
profeffion. °*Tis rts, indeed, the holy brother- 

heod 
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hood * have difcovered and deflroyed fome of them 3 
but there are {till plenty remaining ; and (thank 
* heaven) I have lived here in fafety near fifteen 
years: my name is capt. Rolando: I am chief of 
the company, and he whom thou faweft with me, 
is one of my gang.’ 


_, CHAP. V. 


Of the arrival of more thieves inthe fubterranean Labi- 
tation, and the agreeable converfation that bappened 


anuong them. 


Ignior Rclando had fcarce done fpeaking, when 

fix new faces appeared in the hall; thefe were 
the lieutenant with five of the company, who re- 
turned loaded with booty, which confifted of two 
hampers full of fugar, cinnamon, pepper, dried 
figs, almonds and raifins: the lieutenant addreffing 
himfelf to the captain, told him, that he had taken 
thefe hampers from a grocer of Benavento, whofe 
mule he had alfo carried off. When he had given 
an account af his expedition to his fuperior, the 
pillage of the grocer was ordered into the ftore, 
and it was unanimoufly agreed to make merry. 
A table being covered in the great hall, 1 was fent 
back into the Kitchen, where dame Leonarda in- 
ftru€ted m¢ in the nature of my office: and yield- 
ing to neceffity, (fince my cruel fate had fo ordained) 
i fuppreffed my forrow, and prepared myfelf. for 
the fervice of thofe worthy gentlemen. 


* The holy brotherhood in Spain, called Ia Senta 
Tfermandad, was formerly an aflociation to fuppreis 
robbers, in fae of civil commotion ; and at this day, 
isan eftablifhment kept up through all the kingdoms and 
provinces of Spzin, for the fame purpofe, a 

My 
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My firft eflay was on the fide-board, which: ¥ 


~ >" adorned with filver cups, and many ftone bot‘lts 
* of that good wine which fignior Rolando had praifed 


fo much. I afterwards brought in two ragouts, 
which were no fooner ferved, than the whole com- 
pany fat down to eat. They began with a good 
appetite, while I ftood behind, ready to fupply 
them with wine; and acquitted myfelf fo hand- 
fomely, that I had the honour to be complimented 
upon my behaviour. The captain recounted my 
ftory ina few words, which afforded a good deal of 
diverfion, and afterwards obferved that I did not 
want merit: but I was at that time cured of my 


_ vanity, and ‘could hear myfelf: praifed without 


danger. Not one of them was filent on the fub- 
je&t 5 they faid, I feemed born to be their cup- 
bearer ; that I was worth an hundred of my pre-. 
deceffor; and although dame Leonarda (fince his 
‘death) had been honoured with the office of pre- 
‘fensting nectar to thefe infernal gods, they deprived 
her of that glorious employment with which they 
invefted me, like a young Ganymede fucceeding. 
an ancient Hebe. “A 

_A great difh of roaft meat, ferved up after the: 


- pagouts, finithed the repaft of thofe gormandizing 


thieves, who, drinking in proportion to their glut- 
tony, foon became frolickfome, made a hellith 
noife, and fpake all together: one began a ftory, 
another broke: a jeft, a third fhouted, a fourth 
fung ; fo that there was nothing but riot and con~ 
fuficn! At length Rolando, ‘tired of a fcene in 
which he was fo little regarded, called, (with a 
voice that filenced the whole company) ‘* Gentle- 
men, I have a propofal to make: inftead of ftun- 
ming one another in this manner, by fpoaking all 

| together, 
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togethcr, would it not be better to entertain ‘our- 
{elves like reafonable creatures ? There isa thought 
come into my head: fince the time of our affocia- 
' tion, we have never had the curiofity to know what 
families we are derived from, and by what train of 
adventures we have been feverally led to embrace 
this way of life: as thefe things feem worthy to 
be known, let us, for our diverfion, communicate 
toone another.’ ‘The lieutenant, and the ret, 
as if they had fomething very entertaining to relate, - 
embraced, with great demonftrations of joy, the 
propofal of their chief, who began his own hiftory 

in thefe words. 
. © Gentlemen, you mutt know that I am the 
only fon of a rich citizen of Madrid: the day of 
my birth. was celebrated in the family, by. vai 
rejoicings ; my father, pretty well ftricken in years, 
was ravifhed at fight of an heir, and. my mother 
undertook to fuckle me at her own breafts: her 
father, who was ftill alive, was a good old man, 
who meddled with nothing but his ‘beads, and 
recounted his own warlike exploits, having been 
many years in the army; fo that becoming in- 
fenfibly the idol of thefe three perfons, I was in- 
ceffantly dandled in their arms, Leit ftudy thould 
fatigue me in my tender years, I was allowed to . 
{pend them in the moft childifh amufements ; my 
father observing that children ought not to apply 
ferioufly to any thing, until time fhould have 
ripened the underftanding, In expectation of this 
‘Maturity, 1 ncither Jearned to read nor write, but, 
neverthelefs, made good ufe of my time: for my 
father taught me a thoufand different games: I be- 
came pertectly acquainted with cards, was no 
firanger to ‘dice j and my grandfather filled my 
head 
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head with romantic ftories of the mifitary expedi- 
tions in which he had been concerned. He fung’ 
the fame catches over and over, and’ when I had 
got ten or twelve lines by heart, by dint of hear- 
me them repeated for three months together, my. 
memory became a fubjeét for admiration to my pa- 
rents, who feemed no lefs fatisfied with my genius.: 
When profiting by the liberty J enjoyed of {peaking 
what came uppermoft, I ufed to interrupt their 
difcourfe with my nonfenfical prattle----** Ah! 
what a charming creature it is!’” (would my father 
ery, looking at me with inexpreffible delight) while 
my mamma overwhelmed me with careffes, and 7 
old grandfire wept with joy. I committed, 
their prefence, the moft indecent actions with i im- 
punity: every thing was forgiven; and in fhort, 
they adored me. In the mean time, having at- 
tained my twelfth year, without being put to a 
fchool, a mafter was at length provided: but he 
received precife orders, to inftruét me without ufing 
any viclence, being only permitted to threaten me 
fometimes, with a view of infpiring me with awe. 
This permifiion had not the moft falutary effects 
upon me, who either laughed at his menaces, or, 
with tears in my eyes, went and complained to rhy 
mothcr and grand-papa of his barbarity. “It was in 
vain for the poor devil to deny the accufation, he 
was looked upon as a tyrant, and my affertion 
always believed, in fpite of his remonftrance. I 
happened one day to fcratch myfelf, upon which, 
fetting up my pipes, as if he had flead me, my 
mother came running in, and turned my mafter - 
.out of doors, though he protefted and took heaven 
ta witnefs, that he had not touched my fkio. : 

- In 
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In the fame manner I got rid of all my precep- 
toss, until fuch an one as 1 wanted prefented him- 
felf: this was a batchelor of Alcala: an excellent 
tutor for a perfon of fafhion’s child! he was a lover 
of play, women and wine, confequently the fitteft | 
perfon in the world for me. The firft thing he fet 
about, was to gain my affection, in which he fuc- 
ceeded, and, by thefe means, gained the love of 
my parents, vsho left me entirely to his manage- 


-  mnent: indeed they had no caufe to repent of their con- 


fidence ;for, in a very little time, he made me perfe& 
gn the knowledge of the world: hy dint of carrying | 
mne along with him to the places he frequented, I 
imbibed his tafte fo well, that, except in Latin, I 
became an univerfal proficient ; and when I found 
I had no farther occafion for his inftruCtions, he 

went to offer them elfewhere. 
if, ‘during my childhood, I had lived pretty freely, 
at was quite another thing, when I became matter 
of my own actions: I every moment ridiculed my 
parents, who did nothing but Jaugh at my fallies, 
which were the more agreeable, the more info- 
dence they contained. Mean wiale, I committed 
all kinds of debauchery, in the company of other 
yeung men of the fame difpofition ; and as our pa- 
cents did not fupply us with money fufficient to 
fupport fuch a delicious life, every one pilfered 
what he could, at his own home; but that being 
alfo infufficient, we began to rob in the dark ; when, 
unfortunately, the corregidor got notice of us, and 
would have caufed us to be apprehended, had we 
not been informed of his treacherous defign, Upon 
which we confulted our fafety in flight, and trans- 
ferred the fcene of our exploits to the highway. 
_ ince which time, gentlemen, God has given me 
grace 
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‘grace to grow od in my profeffion, in fpite of the 
dangers to which it is expofed.” 

Here the captain left off fpeaking, and the Iteu- 
tenant, taking hit tuon, began with “ Gentlemen, 
an education quite oppofite to that of fignior Ré- 
Jando has, neverthelefs, produced the fame effeét. 
My father was 3 butcher of Toledo, reckoned the 
greateft brute in the whole city, and my mother’ 's 
difpofition not mach more gentle, While I was & 
child, they whipt me, as if it had been through emu- 
ation, ‘at the rate of a thoufana ftripes a day: the 
Jeaft fault J committed was attended with the moft 
Yevere chaftifement ; ahd it was in vain for me to 
afk pardon, with twars in my eyes, and proteft that 
J was forry for what I had done ; far fromi being 
forgiven, { was often puhithed without caufe; 
owhile my father belaboured me, my mother, (as 
ifthe had not exerted himfelf) inftead of interceed- 
ing for her child, frequently carte to his affiftance, 
This treatment infpired me with fuch avertion for 
my paterhal habitatioh, that I ran away before J 
thad attained my fourteenth year, and, taking the 
woad of Arragon, went to Saragofa, fubfifting « on 
charity by the way. There 1 conforted with beg- 
Bars, who fed a pretty comfortable life; they 
taught me to counterfeit blindnefs, to appear lame, 
and afftiét my limbs with fititious ulcers, &c, In 
the morning, (like players, who difguife themfelves, 
in order to appear upon the ftage) we prepaned our- 
felves ‘for the different parts we intended to at, 
and every ohe rah to his poft: in the evening we 

met again, and enjoyed ourfelves all night, at the 
expence of thofe who had compaffion on us in the 
day. Tired, however, of living among thofe 
swrerches, and anibitions of appearing ina higher 

You. L, D {phere, 
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{phere, I affociated myfelf with fome knights of the 
pott, who taught me a great many ftratagems ; 
but. we were, in a very fhort time, obliged to quit 
Saragofa, having quarrelled with a certain juftice, 
whofe proteétion we had enjoyed. Every one 
took his own courfe ; for my own part, I engaged 
myfelf in a company of brave fellows, who put 
travellers under contribution, and liked their man- 
per of living fo well, that, hitherto, I have never 
Tele “the leaft duclination to feek another: I am 
therefore, gentlemen, very much obliged to the 
barbarity of my parents ; for, had they treated me 
a little lefs favagely, inftead of being an honourable 
lieutenant, I fhould have been doubtlefs, at this 
‘day, a miferable butcher.’’ 

The next that fpoke was a young thief, who, 
fitting between the captain and lieutenant, faid, 
'* Gentlemen, the ftories we have heard, are 
neither fo complicated, nor fo.curious as mine: I 
owe my being to a peafant’s wife, who lived in the 
neighbourhood of Seville: three weeks after fhe had ~ 
brought me into the world, (being ftill young, 
“handfome and healthy) it was propofed to her, to 
nurfe a man of quality’s. only fon, lately born in 
‘Seville : this propofal my mother chearfully ac- 
cepted, and went to fetch the child, which being 
committed to her care, fhe no fooner brought it 
home to her houfe, than perceiving fome fmall re- 
‘femblance between us, fhe was tempted to make 
‘me pafs for the infant of quality, in pps that the 
fhould one day be well rewarded by‘me, for that 
kind office: my father, who was not more feru- 
pulous than his’ neighbours, approved of the de- 
ceit; fo that, after having made us exchange our 
fwaddling- ~cloaths, the fori of Don Rodrigo de Her- 

rera 
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fera was fent to another nurfe, under my name, and 
my mother fuckled me under his. 

Notwithftanding all the fire things that are faid 
of inftiné& and the force of blood, the little gentle- 
man’s parents fwallowed the change with great 
eafe: they had not the keaft fufpicion of thé trick 
that was played upon them; ‘for, till 1 was: feverr 
years old, I was fcarce ever out of their arms. 
Their intention being to maké mea complete cava- 
lier, all forts of mafters were provided ; but I had 
ho great inclination for the exercifes 1 learned 
and. ftill lefs relith for the fciences tliey explain? 
ed: I loved much better to game with the fer= 
vants, for whofe company I frequented the kitchen 
and ftable: but play was not my predominant 
paffion ; for before I was feventeen years of ‘agé, 
I got drank daily, feduced all the womeén-in thé 
houfe, but attached myfelf chiefly to a cookmaid} 
who féemed to merit my ‘principal regard : thé 
was a fat, jolly wench, whofe pleafantry and fleék 
nefs pleafed me muth ; and’ F made love to: her, 
with fo little circumfpection, that Don Rodrige 
himfelf perceived it. Me reprithanded me tharply, 
reproached. me with the bafenef of my intlina- 
tions, and, left the fight of this amiable’ object 
fhould render his remonftrances ineffe€tual, tained 
my princefs out of doots. : oa 8 

I was difgufted at this piece of conduct, for 
which I refolved to be revenged: with this view; 
I ftole his lady’s jewels, and running in queft of 


‘my fair Helen, who had retired to the houfe of 4 


wafher-woman of her acquaintance, I earried her 
‘off, at noon-day, to the end that nobody might. be 
‘ignorant of my paffion. This was not all: I'cona 
‘ducted her into her owtl country, where I mairiéd 
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her ina folemn manner, that I might not only give 
Herrera the more vexation,. but alfo afford fuck 
@ worthy example to the children of noblemen. | 
Three months after my, marriage, I was. informed 
af Don Rodrigo’s death ; a piece of news I did not 
receive with indifference ; but repairing inftantly, 
to Seville, in arder to demand his eftate, I found 
things ftrangely altered ! my mother, who was 
dead, had been filly enough, on her death-bed, to 
eanfefs the whole affair, in prefence of the curate 
ef the village, and other credible witneffes ; in 
eonfequence of which, the true fon.of Don Ro-~ 
drigo was already in poffeffion of my place, or rae 
@ier, of his own; and'had been received with the 
maore joy, on accouat of their beirg diffatisfied 
with me, Wherefere, having nothing to expec 
from that quarter, and no longer feeling any in- 
clination for my fat fpoufs, I joined fome gen- 
tlemen. of tlie road,. with. whom: } began my exe 
peditions.”” 

The young robber having ended his ftory, 
another informed us, “ That he was-the fon of 
a. merchant at Burgos, and, prompted by an ine 
difcraet devotion, had taken the habit, and pro- 
feffed. a. very auftere order, from which, in a few 
y¢ars, he apoftatized.”’ In fhorf, thefe eight high- 
waymen fpoke in their turas, and when | had: 
Keard them. all, I was not at all furprized to find 
then, tegethes. .The difcourfe was. afterwards. 
shanged ; they brought upon tite carpet feverati 
projocts. for their next excurfion ; and after having. 
some to a determination, got up from table, ia 
ecder to go to reft. Having lighted their wax 
Gandies, and withdrawn, I followed captain Ro- 
dando into his chamber, where, while I helped to. 
wadrefs.him, “‘ Well, Gil Blas, (faid he), thou feeft 
| hew: 
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how we live: we are always merry, and hatred~ 
and envy never get footing among us: we ‘ne- 
ver have the leaft quarrel with one another, but’ 
are more united than a convent of monks: thou 
wilt, my child, (purfued he) lead a very agree- 
able life in this ‘place ; 3 fort dei’ t believe thee fool 
enough to boggle at living with robbers: eh ! 
doft thou think there are any honefter people in 
the world than we! no, my lad, every one loves 
to prey upon his fellows’: it is an univerfal prin- 
ciple, tho” varioufly exerted: conquerors (for ex- 
ample) feize upon the territories of their neigh- 
bours ; people of quality borrow ‘without any in- 
tention of repaying ; bankers, treafurers, exchange- 
brokers, clerks, and all kinds of merchants, great 
and fmail, are not a whit more confciehtious: “As 
for your Yimbs of the law, Y need not mention 
them ; every body knows what they ‘can do: § 
muft own, however, that they are fomewhat more 


humane than we ; for we often put innocent péo- 


ple to death, and they fometimes fave the uve noe 
the guilty.” 


CHAP. Vi. 


Of the attempt of Gil Blas to make bis seapes and the 
fuccefs thereof. 

CHEN the captain.of the thieves had mate 

this apology for his profeffion, he went to 

bed, and I returned into the hall, where ‘I ‘unco- 

vered the table, and put every thing: in order : 

from thence I went’ into the kitchen, where Do- 

mingo (fo was the old negro. called). expected. me 

to fupper. Though }-had no appetite, I fat down 

with them ; but as I could not eat, and appeared 

as melancholy as-J had caufe to be fo, -thefe two 
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apparitions, equally qualified, undertook to give. 
me confolation: “* Why da you affti@ yourfelf, 
shild ? (faid the old Iady:) you ought rather to: 
rejoice at your good fortune.--You are young, and 
fecm to bs of an eafy temper ; confequently would 
Kave been, in a little time, loft in the world: there 
you would have fallen into the hands. of libertines, 
who would have engaged yot in all manner of de- 
hauchery ; whereas here your innocence finds a 
fecure haven." ‘* Dame Leonarda is-in the right, 
(faid the old black-a-meor with great gravity) and 
tet me add, the world is full of affli€tion: thank 
heaven, therefore, my friend, for having delivered 
thee, all at ence, from the dangers, difficulties, 
and mifery of life.” 
_ [bore their difcourfe with patience, becaufe to 
fret myfelf would have done me no-fervige: at laft 
Domingo, having eaten and drank plentifully, re- 
tired into, the ftable ; while Leonarda, with a lamp 
in her hand, conducted me into a vault, whicli 
ferved as a burying-place to the robbers who died 
a natural death, and in which I' perceived a mifer- 
able truckle- bed, that looked more like a tom 
than aceuch, ‘* Here ie your bed-chamber, (faid! 
the =) the lad, whofe place you have the good for- 
tune to fupply, flept here, as long as he lived a— 
He us 3; and now that he is dead, refts in the 
fame plate.----He flipt away in the flower of hes 
age; hope. you will not be fo fimple as to follow 
his. exarnple,’” Sb. faying, the put the. light into 
my. hand, and returned into Her kitchen ; while J,. 
fetting the Jamp upon the greund, threw myfelf 
wpon the bed, not fo much in expectation of em- 
joyirtg the leaft repofe, as with a view ta indulges . 
my melancholy reflection. ‘* O heavens,. (cried 1) 
was ever deftiny fo. terrible as mine! bam banifh- 
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ed from the fight.of the fun ; and, as if it was nos 
enough to be buried alive at the age of eighteen, & 


"am moreover condemned to ferve thieves, to {pend 


the day among highwaymen, and the night among 
the dead!" I wept bitterly over thefe fuggeftions, 
which feemed to me---and were in effe& extreme-~ 
Jy thocking. A thonfand times I cusfed mg un- 
cle’s defign of fending me to Salamanca: I repent- 
ed of my flying from juice at Cacabelos, and eyer 
withed } had fabmitted to the torture.---But recol- 
leGing that I confumed myfelf in vain complaints, 
0 ne purpofe, I began to think ef feme means by 
which I might efcape. “‘ What! (faid I'to myfelf) - 
is it then wnt Mfible to deliver myfelf ? the thieves 
are afleep, the cook-maid and negro will be in the 
fame condition prefently: can’t I, while they are 
afi quiet, by the help of my lamp, find out the 
paflage through which I defcended to this infernak 
abode ? "Tis true, indegd, I don’t think myfelf 
firong enough to lift the trap-door that cevers the 
entry ; but, however, that i may have nething ta 
yeproath. myfelf with, I will try: my defpair will, 
perhaps, fupply me with ftrength, and who knows 
but L may accomph® it.”” 
Having thes projeéted this great defign, I gaz 
wp wher I imagined Leonarda sad Domingo were 
at refi; and taking the lamp in my haad, wena 
eut of the vauk, recommending myfelf to all the 
faints in heaven.---It was net without great diffi- 
culty that I fownd again aif the windings of this 
new labyrinth, and arrived at the door of the fa- 
ble ; where at Inf perceiving the paflage I was in 
fearch of, E went inte it, advancing towasds the 
trap with as much ninvblenefs as joy :---but, ales! 
in the middie: of the entey I: met with a curfed irom 
grate, fat lncked, and centi@ing of Arong ae 


42 The ADVENTURES of 
clofe to onc another, that I could fcarce thruft my’ 


hand. between them. I was confounded at fight | 


of this new obftacle, which I had not obferved 
when I came in, the grate being then open: I did 
not tail, however, to feel the bars, and examine 
the lock, which I even attempted to force ; when, 
all of a fudden, I felt a-crofs my fhoulders five or 
fix hearty thwacks with a bull’s pizzle! upon 
which I uttered fuch a dreadful yell, that the whole 
cagern -ecchoed with the found ; and, looking bes 
hint me, perceived the old negro in his fhirt, with 
a ddark4anthorn in one hand, and the inftrument 
of his execution in the other. -“* Ah ha! Mr, Jack- 
anapes, (faid he) you want to make your efcape, 
hah? You muft not imagine that I am to be caught 
napping.---I heard you all the while.---] fuppofe 
you thought the grate was open, didn’t you ? --— 
Know, my boy, that“henceforth thow fhalt always 
' find it fhut ; and that when we detain any body 
' here, againft his inclination, he muft be more cun~- 
ning than thou, if ever he gets off. 
In the mean time, two or three of the dileves: 
ftarting out of their fleep‘at the noife of my cries, 
and believing that the holy brotherhood was coin- 


iag fouze upon them, got up in a hurry, and alarm. | 


ed the'r companions, In an inftant all were a-foot,; 
and. feizing their {words and carbines, advanced 
half naked to the place where Domingo chaftifed 
me ; but they ‘no fooner underftood the caufe of 
the noffe they had heard, than their uneafinefs-was 
changed into fits of laughier,---* How; Gil Blas, 
(faid the apoftate thief to me) ‘thou haft not been 
here fix hours, and want’ft to take thy leave of us 
already |. fure thou muft have a great averfion to a 
retired life, hah! What would’ft thou do, if thou 
wert'a carthufian friar ? Go to- bed ;.thow art quir 
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for once, on account of the ftripes Domingo has 
beftow’d on thee ; but if ever thou fhouldf make 
another effort to efeape, hy St. Bartholomew! we 
will flea thee alive.” This faid, he withdrew ; 
the other thieves. retired inte their apartments; 
the old negro, proyd of his exploit, returned into 
his ftable; and E fneaked back to my Gokotha, 


where I fpent the remaining past of the night im 


w@ 


fighs and tears, 


CHAP. VII. 
Of the behaviour of Gil Blas, when be could do ne hve 


Uring the firf{ days of my captivity I was like 

to fink under the farrow that opprefs’d me, 

and might have been faid to die by inches ; but at 
laft my good genius infpired me with the refolution 
to diflemble: I affected to appear lefs fad than u- 
feal; I began to laugh and fing, tho’, God knows, 
with an aching heart. In a word, 3 counterfeited 
fo well, that Leonarda and Domingo were deceived, 
and believed that the bird was at laft reconciled to 
his cage.---The robbers were of the fame opinion ; 
for ¥ affumed a gay air when I filled wine for them, 
and mingled in their converfatios, whenever I 
found an opportunity. of aGing the buffoon. This 
freedom, far from difpleafing, afforded them di- 
verfion. ‘* Gil Bilas, (faid the captain to’ me, one 
evening, while I entertained them in this manner) 
thou well, my lad, to banifh thy melan- 


~ 


} find peopldare not known all at once ; for I did 
not think thou hadé& been fo {prightly and good~ 

matured.” 
The reft joined alfo in my praife, and appeared 
fe well fatisfied with me, that taking the advan- 
tage 


ed with thy. wit and hwmour: - 
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tage of this good difpofition, ‘‘ Gentlemen, (faid 1) 
allow me to tell my mind: fince my abode in this 
place I find myfelf quite another fort of a perfon 
than heretofore. You have divefted me of the pre- 
judices of education, and I infenfibly imbibe your 
<lifpofition : I have a tafte for your profeffion, and 
a longing defire of being honoured with the name 
of your companion, and of fharing the dangers of 
your expeditigns.’’ All the company approved of © 
my difcourfe, and commended my forwardnefs ; 
fo that it was unanimoufly refolved to let me ferve 
a little longer, in order to approve myfelf worthy, 
then carry me out in their excurfions ; after which 

1 fhould obtain the honourable place I demanded, 
. Well, then T was obliged. to perfilt in my 4iffi- 
mulation, and exercife the place of cup-bearer ftill ; 
‘a circumftance that mortified me exrremely: for 
‘my defign in afpiring to the honour of becoming'a 
thief, was only to have-the liberty of taking the _ 
cair with the reft, in hopes that one day I fhould. be 
cable to efcape from them, in the courfe of their ex- 
peditions, This hope alone fupported my life ; 
but neverthelefs appeared fo diftant, that I tried 
‘more than once.to baffle the vigilance of Domin- 
go; tho’ it was never in my power, he being al- 
ways fo much upon his guard, that I would have 
defied an hundred Orpheus’s to charm fuch a Cer- 
berus. °Tis true, indeed, I did not’ do all that I 
could have done to beguile him, left I fhould have 
waken’d his fufpicion ; for he had a hawk’s eye 
over me, and I was obliged to a&t with the utmof 
-circumf{peGion, that I might not betray myfelf. 
“I therefore refigned myfelf to my fate, until.the 
time thould be expired that was prefcribed by the 
vobbers for receiving me into their gang ; and this 
e gi we . event 


GIL RLAS, 35 


event I expected as impatiently as if I had been to 
be inrolled in a lift of commiffioners. 

Heaven.be praifed ! in ix months that time ar- 
rived ; when fignior Rolando, addreffing himfelf 
to his company, faid, ‘‘ Gentlemen, we muft keep 
our words with Gil Blas ; I have no bad opinion 
of that young fellaw, and I hope we fhall make 
fomething of him: it is therefore my opinion, that 
we carry him along with us to-morrow, to gather 
laurels on the highway, and ufher him into the path 
of glory.’ The robbers agreed to their captain's 
propofal ; and to fhew that they already looked 
upon me as one of: their companions, from that 
moment difpenfed with my fervice, and re-efta~ 
blifhed dame Leonarda in the office the had loft 
on my account. They made me throw away my 
habit, that confifted of a -forry threadbare fhort 
caffock, and dreffed me in the fpoils of a gentle- 
man whom they had lately. robb’d 5 after which 
I prepar’d for my firft: sompalem : = 


CHAP. - Vik. 


Gil Blas accompanies the thieves, and performs an ex- 
- plot on the highway. 


T .was in the month of September, when, to- 

wards the clofe of the night, I came out of 
the cavern in company with the robbers, armed 
like them, with a carbine, two piftols, fword, 
and bayonet, and mounted on a pretty good horfe, 
which they had taken from the fame gentleman 
whofe drefs I wore, I had lived fo long in dark- 
nefs, that when day brcke I was dazzled with 
the light, which, however, foon became familiar 
to. my eyes, . 

Having 
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Having paffed hard by Ponferrada, we lay is 
ambufh in a fmall wood which bordered on the 
road to Leon. There we waited, expecting that 
fortune would throw fome good luck in our way, 
when we perceived a Dominican (centrary to the 
cuftom of thefe good fathers) riding upon a forry 
mule: ‘ God be praifed, (cried the captain laugh- 
ing) there’s the coup d’ effai of Gil Blas !---let him 
go and unload that monk, while we obferve his 
behaviour."’----All the reft were of opinion that 
this was a very proper commiffion for me, and ex- 
horted me to acquit myfelf handfomely in it. 
“ Gentlemen, (faid 1) you fhall be fatished : 3 
will’ make that prieft as bate as my hand, and 
bring hither his mufe in a twinkting.”” ‘ No, ao, 
(replied Rolando) the is not worth the trouble + 
bring us only the purfe of hié reverence; that is 
all we expeét of thee.’ For this purpofe I fattied 
from the wood, and made towards the clergy- 
man, begging heaven, aff the way, to partion the 
action I was about to commit, I would gladly 
have made my efcape that moment ; but the great- 
eft part of the thieves were better mounted than 


J, and had they perceived me running away, would . 


have been at my heels in an inftant, and entrapt 
me again in a very fhort titne, or perhaps difeharg- 
ed their carbines at me 3 ih which cafe I fhould 
have had nothing to brag of.----Not daring there- 
. fore to hazard fuch a delicate ftep, I came up with 

the prieft, and clapping a piftol to his breaft, de- 
manded his purfe. He ftopt fhort to furvey me, 
and without feeming much afraid, “ Child, (faid 
fie) you are very young :---you have got a bad 
trade by the hand betimes.”” “ Bad as it is, fa- 
ther, (I replied) I with I had begun it fooner.”’--- 
*€ Ab} fon, fon, (faid the goog friar, who did not 
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comprehend the true meaning of my: words) what 
blindnefs !---allow me to reprefent to you the mi- 
ferable condition.’’---O father, (faid I, interrupt- 
ing him haftily) a truce with your morals, if you 
pleafe : my bufinefs on the highway is not to hear 
fermons : I want money.’’---“* Money ! (cried he, 
with an air of aftonifhment) you are little ac- 
quainted with the charity of the Spaniards, if you 
think people of my cloth have occafion for money 
while they travel in this kingdom. Undeceive 
yourfelf ;--we are every where chearfully received, 
have lodging and victuals, and nothing is afked in 
return but our prayers: in fhort, we never carry 
money about us on the road ; but confide altoge- 
ther in providence.” ‘ That won't go down with 
me: (I replied) your dependance i is not altogether 
fo vifionaty ; for, you have always fome good pi- 
ftoles in referve, to make more fure of providence, 
But, my good father, (added I) fet us ha’ dones | 
---my comrades, who are in that wood, begin to 
be impatient ; therefore throw your purfe upon 
the ground inftantly, or I fhall certainly put you 
to death.”’ 

At thefe words, which I uttered with a menacing 
look, the friar, feeming afraid of his 'fe, faid, 
“¢ Hold ! I will fatisfy you then, fince there is a 
neceffity for it :---I fee tropes and figures have no 
effeét on people of your profefficn.’’ So faying, 
he pulled from underneath his gown a large purfe of 
fhamoy leather, which he dropt upon the ground. 
Then I told him, he might continue his journey ; 
a permiffion he did not give me the trouble of re- 
peating ; but clapt-his heels to the fides of his 
mvle,which belying the opinion I had conceived of 
her, (for I imagined fhe was not much better than 

my uncle’s) all of a fudden went off at a pretty 

Vor. i. E round 
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Found pace. As foon as he was at a diftance I 
alighted, and taking up the purfe, which feemed 
heavy, mounted again, and got back to the wood 
in a trice, where the thieves waited with, impa- 
tience, to congratulate me upon my vi@ory.--- 
Scarce would they give me time to difmount, fo 
eager were they to embrace me, “ Courage, Gil 
Blas! (faid Rolando) thou haft done wonders,--- 
J have had my eyes on thee during thy expedition ; 
¥ have cbhferved thy countenance all the while, and 
I prophefy, that thou: wilt, in time, become an ex- 
cellent highwayman,’’ The lieutenant and the reft 
approved of the predi@ion, which they affured me 
XY thould one day certainly fulfil. J thanked them 
for the high idea they had conceived of me, and 
promifed to do all that lay in my power to main- 
tain it. 

After they had loaded me with fo much unde- 
ferved praife, they were defirous of examining the 
booty I had made, ‘* Come, (faid they) let us fee 
what there is in the clergyman’s purfe,” “ Ie 

eught to be well furnifhed, (continued one-among 
them) for thofe good fathers don’t travel like pil- 
grims,”” The captain untied the purfe, and, open- 
ing it, pulled out two or three handfuls of copper 
medals, mixed with bits of hallowed wax, and 
fome {capularies *, At the fight of fuch an un-. 
common prey, all the fobbers burft out into im- . 
moderate fits of laughter, ‘‘ Upon my foul, (cried 
the Heutenant) we are yery mych obliged to Gil 
Blas, for having, in his coup d’ effai, performed a 
theft fo falutary to the company,”” This piece of 
wit brought on more. Thofe mifcreants, and he 
jo particular who had apoftatized, began to be 

* Scapularies are pieces of confcerated fluff, worn by 


priefls and Buns, 
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very merry upon the matter: a thoufand fallies 
efcaped them, that too well denoted their immora- 
lity.---I was the only perfon who did not laugh, 
my mirth being check’d by the ralliers, who en- 
joy’d themfelves at my expence. Every one havs 
ing thot his bolt, the captain faid to me, “ In 
faith, Gil Blas, I advife thee, as a friend, to joke 
no more with monks, who are, generally fpeaking 

too arch and cunning for fuch as thee,”” ; 


Cc H A P, : TX. 
Of the ferious affair that followed this adventures 


E remained in the wood the greateft part of 

the day, without perceiving any traveller 
that could make amends for the prieft, At laft we 
left it, in order to return to our cavern, confining 
our exploits to tliat hidicrous event which ftill con= 
ftituted the fubjeét of our difoourfe, when we dif« 
covered, at a diftance, a coach drawn by four 
mules, advancing at a brifk trot, and efcorted by 
three men on horfeback, who feemed well armed. 
Upon his Rolando ordeted his troop to halt, and 
held a council; the frefult of which was; that they 
fhould attack the coach. We were immediately. 
arranged according to his difpofition, and marched 
up to it in order of battle.---In fpite of the ap« 
plaufe J had acquired.in the wood, I felt myfelf 
feized with an univerfal tremor, and immediately 
a cold fweat broke out all over my body, which I 


- looked upon as no very favourable omen.---To 


erown my good luck I was in the front of the line, 
between the captain and lieutenant, who had fta- 
tioned me- there, that I might accuftom myfelf to 


-ftand fire al] at once. Rolando, obferving how 


much nature fuffered within me, looked at me 
Ez afkance, 
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afkance, fayins, with a fierce countenance, 
<* Hark’ee, Gil Blas, remember to do thy duty 3 
for if thou hang’ft an “arfe, Pll blow thy brains 
out.’” I was too well perfuade@ that he would 
keep his word, to negle& this caution ; for which 
reafon I thought of nothing now but of recom- _—_: 
mending my foul to God. | 
, In the mean time the coach and horfemen ap- 
proached, who, knowing what fort of people we 
were, and gueffing our defign by our appearance, _ 
ftopt within mufket-fhot, and prepared to receive 
us ; while a gentleman of a good mein, and rjchly 
drefs’d, came out of the coach, ‘and mounting a 
horfe that was led by one of his attendants, put 
himfelf at their head, without any other arms than- 
a fword,’ and pair of piftols.---Tho’ they were but 
four ‘againft nine, (the coachman remaining.on his 
feat) they-advanced towards us with a boldnefs-. . 
that redoubled my fear: I did not fail,. however, ' 
tho’ I trembled in every joint, to make ready to 
‘fire ; but, to tell the truth, I-fhut my eyes, and | 
turned away my head, when I difcharged my caz | 
rabine ; and, confidering the manner in which its ° 
went off, my confcience ought to be ee on 
that {core. 
. T will not pretend to defcribe the seion for al- 
though I was prefent I faw nothing, and my fear, 
in confounding my imagination, concealed from me 
the horror of the fpe@tacle that occafioned it.---All 
J know of the’ matter is, that after a great noife of 
firing, I heard my-companions fhout, and cry, 
wictory ! victory } At that acclamation, the terror, 
which had taken poffeffion of my fenfes, diffipated, 
and I faw the four horfemen ftretched lifelefs on 
the field of battle. On our fide we had but one 
man killed, and he was no other than the apaftate, 
ae who 
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who had met with his deferts for his apoftacy and 
profane jefts upon the fcapularies. The lieutenant 
received a wound in the arm ; but it was a very 
Night one, the fhot having only ruffled the fkin. 

Signior Rolando ran immediately to the door of 
the coach, in which there was a lady of about four 
or five and twenty years of age,who appeared very’ 
handfome, notwithftanding the melancholy condi+ 
tion in which the was ; for the had fwooned during 
the engagement, and was not yet recovered. While 
he was bufied in looking after Her, we took eare of 
the booty, beginning with fecuring the horfes of 
the killed, which, frighted at the noife of the firing, 
had run ‘away, ‘after having loft their riders, As 
for the mules, they had not ftirred, althougli the 
coachman (during the action) had quitted his place, 
in order té make his efcape.---We alighted, and, 
unyoking, loaded them with fome trunks we found 
faftened to the coach before and behind. This be-+ 
ing done, the lady, who had not as yet recovered 
her fenfes, was (by order of the captain) taken 
out, ahd placed on horfebaek before one of the 
tobbers that was beft mounted ; after which, quits 
ting the high road, the coach, and the dead, whom 
we had ftript, we earried off the lady, the mules, 
and the horfes, 


CHAP. X. 
In what marner the robbers behaved to thé lady.---Of 
the great defign which Gil Blas projetted, and the 
iffue thereof. 


T was within an hour of day-break when we 
arrived at our habitation ; and the firft thing 
we did was to lead our beafts into’the ftable,where 
we were obliged to tie them to the rack, and take 
Ez 3 Gare. 
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care of them with our own hands, the old negro 
having been (three days before) feized witb a vio- 
lent fit of the gout and rheumatifm, that kept him 
a-bed, deprived of the ufe of all his limbs: the 
only member at liberty was his tongue, which he 
_ employed in teftifying his impatience, by the moft 
horrible execrations. Leaving this miferable wretch 
to fwear and blafpheme, we went to the kitchen, 
where our whole attention was engroffed by the lady, 
and we fucceeded fo well as to bring her out of her 
fit: but when fhe had recovered the ufe of her fen- 
fes, and faw herfelf in the hands of feveral men 
whom fhe did not know, fhe perceived her misfor- 
tune, and was feized with horror! The moft lively 
forrow, and direful defpair appeared in her eyes, 
which fhe lifted up to heaven, as if to reproach it 
with the indignities that threatened her: then giv- 
ing way of a fudden to thefe difmal apprehenfions, 
fhe relapfed into a fwoon ; her eyelids clofed, and 
the robbers imagined that death would deprive 
them of their prey,---The captain, thinking it 
more proper to leave her to herfelf than to tor- 
ment her with their affiftance, ordered her to be 
carried to Leonarda’s bed,where fhe was left one 
gt the hazard of what might happen. 
_ We repaired to the hall,where one of the hieves: 
who had been bred a furgeon, drefs’d the lieute- 
nant’s wound: after which, being defirous of fee- 
“ing what was in the trunks, we found fome of them 
filled with lace and linnen, others with cloaths, 
and the laft we opened contained fome bags full of 
piftoles 5 at fight of which the gentlemen concern- 
ed were infinitely rejoiced. This inquiry being 
made, the cook-maid furnifhed the fdeboard, laid 
the cloth, and ferved up fupper.---Our converfa, 
fen at firft turngd eens the great victory we had ‘ 
7 obtained ; 
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obtained ; and Rolando addreffing himfelf to me, 
<< Confefs, Gil Blas, (faid he) confefs that thou 
waft horribly afraid.”? I ingenuoufly owned, that 
what he faid was very true; but that when I 
fhould have made two or three campaigns, I would 
fight like a knight-errant : whereupon the whole 
company took my part, obferving that my fear 
was excufable ; that the action had been very hot ; 
and that, confidering I was a young fellow who 
had never fmell’d gun-powder, I had acquitted 
myfelf pretty well. 

The difcourfe afterwards falling upon the mules 
and horfes we had brought into our retreat, it was 
agreed, that to-morrow befere day we fhould all 
fet out together, in order to fell them at Manfilla, 


a 


which place, in all probability, the report of our . 


expedition had not yet reached. This refolution 


being taken, we finifhed our meal, and returned | 


into the kitchen to vifit the lady, whom we found 
ftill in the fame fituation, --Neverthelefs, though 
it was with difficulty we could perceive any figns 
of life in her, fome of the villains did not fcruple to 
regard her witha profane eye, and even to difcover 
a brutal defire, which they would have {fatisfied 
immediately, had not Rolando prevented it, by re- 
prefenting to them, that they ought at leaft.to wait 
until the lady fhould get the better of that oppref- 
fion of forrow which deprived her of refie@tion.---- 
The refpecét they had for their captain reftrained 
their incontinence, otherwife nothing could have 
faved the lady, whofe honour death itfelf, perhaps, 
would not have been able to fecure. 

We left this unfortunate gentlewoman in the fame 
condition in which we found her, Rolando con- 
tenting himfelf with laying injun@tions on Leonarda 
to take care of her, while every one retired into his 

| own 
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own apartment. Fot my own part, as foon asf 
got to bed, inftead of refigning myfelf to fleep, I 
did nothing but think of that lady's misfotttine : I 
never doubted that the was a perfon of quality, and 
look’d upon het fituation as the more deplorable 
for that reafoh.----I could rot without thuddering 
reprefent to myfelf the horrots to which the was 
deftined, and felt myfelf as deeply concerned for 
her as if I had beet attach'd by blood or friendfhip, 
At laft, after having bewailed her hard fate, I 
began to revolve the means of refeuing her honout 
from the dafiger in which it was, and of delivering 
myfelf at the fame time from the fubfterraneati 
abode,---I recolle€ted that the old negro was not in 
a condition to move, and that, fince his being taken 
ill, the cook-wetich kept the key of the grate.--This 
refie@tion warm’d my imagination, and made me. 
conceive a fcheme, which I digefted fo well, that 
¥ began to put it in practice immediately, in the 
following manner, 
Pretendihg to be racked with the cholick, I began 
with complaints and groans; then raifing my voice, 
tttered dreadful cries, that waken’d the robbers, 
and brought them inftantly to my bed-fide. When 
they atked what made mé rear fo hideoufly, Ian-_ 
fwered, that I was tortured with a horrible cholick 3 
and, the better te perfuade them of the truth of 
what I faid, grinded my teeth, made frightful gri- 
gaces arid contorfions, and writhed myfelf in a 
Mrange manner: then I became quiet all of a fud- 
den, asif my pains had given me fome refpite.---In 
a moment after, I began again to bounce upon the 
bed, and twift about my limbs: in a word, I play’d 
tmy part fo well, that the thieves, cunning as they 
were, allowed themfelves to be deceived, and be- 
Kieved, in good earneft, that I was violently griped. 
| In 
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Jn amomentall of chem were bufied in endeavours . 
to eafe me: one brought a bottle of ufquebaugh, 
and made me {wallow one half of it: another, in 
{pite of my teeth, injected a glifter of oyl of fweet 
almonds ; a third warmed a napkin, and applied it 
broiling hot to my belly.---Iroared for mercy in 
vain : they imputed my cries to the cholick, and 
continued to make me fuffer real pains, in attempt- 
ing to free me from one I did not feel. At laft, being 
able to refift them no longer, I was fain to tell 
them that the gripes had left me, and to conjure 
them to give me quarter. Upon which they left 
off tormenting me with their remedies, and I took 
care to trouble them no more with my complaints, 
for fear of undergoing their good offices a fecond 
time, 

This {cene lafted almoft three hours ; after which 
the robbers, judging that day was not far off, pre+ 
pared themfelves to fet oyt for Manfilla: I would 
have got up, to make them believe I was very de- 
firous of accompanying them ; but they would not 
fuffer me to rife, fignior Rolande faying, ‘* No, no, 
Gil Blas, ftay at home, child; thy cholick may re- 
turn,---Thou fhalt go with us another time ; bat 
thou art in no condition to go abroad to- day.” I 
was afraid of infifting upon it too much, left he 
fhould yield to my requeft ; therefore J only ap- 
peared very much mortified, becaufe I could not be 
ofthe party. ThisI a@ted fo naturally, that they 
went out of the cavern without the leaft fufpicion 
of my defign.---After their departure, which I had 
endeavoured to haften by my prayers, I {aid to my- 
felf, ‘© Now, Gil Blas! now is the time for thee 
to have refolution : arm thyfelf with courage, to 
finifh that which thou hatft fo happily begun.---Da- 
mnnge is not in a condition to oppofe thy entery — 

prize, 
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ptize, and Leonarda cannot hinder its execution.-+ 
Seize this opportunity of efcaping, than which, 
perhaps, thou wilt never find one more favour- 
able.” Thefe fuggeftions filled me with confidence ; 
I got up, took my fword and piftols, and went firft 
towards the kitchen; but before I entered, hearing 
Leonarda fpeaking, ftopt, in order to liften. She 
was talking to the unknown lady, who, having 
recovered her fenfes, and undetftood the whole of 
her misfortune, wept, in the utmoft bitternefs of 
re a “ Weep, my child, . (faid the old beldam 
to her) diffolve yourfelf into tears, and don’t fparé 
fighs ; for that will give you eafe.---You have had 
a dangerous qualm: but now, there is nothing to 
fear, fince you fhed abundance of teats.---Your 
grief will abate by little. and little, and you will 
foon accuftom yourfelf to live with our gentlemen, 
‘who ate men of honour.--You will be treated liké 
a princef%, meet with nothing but complaifance, 
and freth pftoofs of affeétion every day.---There 
fre a great many women who would be glad to be 
in your place.”” Ss. 

I did not give Leoharda tite to proceed, but 
entering, clapt a piftol to her breaft, and, with a 
threatening look, commahded her to farrender the 
key of the grate. She was confounded at my be- 
haviour, and, though almoft at the end of her ca- 
freer, fo much attached to life, that the durft not 
refufe my demand. Having got the key in my 
poffeffion, I addreffed myfelf to the afflicted lady, 
faying, ‘‘ Madam, heaven has fént you a deliver- 
er; rife and follow me, and I will conduc you 

“whitherfoever you fhall pleafe to direét.”” The 
a did not remain deaf to my wotds,which madé 
fuch an impreffion upon her, that, fummoning up 
all the ftrength fhe had left; fhe got up, and, 

throw- 
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throwing herfelf at my feet, conjured me to pre- 
ferve her honour. I raifed and affured her, that 
fhe might rely upori me ;_ then taking fome cords, 
which I perceived in the kitchen, with her affift- 
ance, I tied Leonarda to the feet of a large table, 
{wearing that if the opened her mouth, I would 
kil) her qn the fpot. I afterwards lighted a fam- 
beau, and going with the ranger into the room 
where the gold and filver was depofited, filled my 
kets with piftoles, and dowble piftoles ; and to 
induce the lady to follow my @xample, affured her, 
that the only tock back her own, When we. had 
made a good provifion of this kind, we went to- 
wards the ftable, which I entered alone, with my 
piftols cocked, firmly believing that the old negro, 
in fpite of his gout and rheumatifm, would not 
fuffer me to faddle and bridle my horfe in quiet ; 
and fully refolved to cure him of all his diftempers, 
if he thould take it in his head to be troublefome 3 
but, by good luck, he was fo overwhelmed with: 
the pains hé had undergone, and thofe he ftill fuf- 
fered, that I brought my horfe out of the ftable, — 
even without his feeming to perceive it; and the 
lady waiting for me at the door, we threaded, with 
all difpatch, the paffage that led out of the cavern, 
arrived at the grate, which we opened, and at laft. 
came to the, trap-door, which we lifted up with 
great difficulty, or rather the defire of efcaping 
lent us new {thength, without which we thould 
not have been able to fucceed, ; 
Day began to appear juft as we found ourfelves 
delivered from the jaws of this abyfs ; and as we 
fervently defired to be at a greater diftance from it, 
I threw myfelf into the faddle, the lady mounting 
behind me, and following the firft path that pre- 
fented itfelf, at a round. gallop, got out of the sacl 
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in a fhort time, and entered a plain, divided by 
feveral roads, one of which we took at random. f 
was mortally afraid that. it would~condu& us to 
Manfilla, where we might meet with Rolando and 
his confederates ; but happily my fear was vain. 
_ We arrived at the town of Aftorga, at two o’clock 
in the afternoon, where people gazed at us with 


extreme attention, as if it had been an extraordi- 


nary thing to fee a woman on horfeback, fitting 
behind a man. .We alighted at the firft inn we 
came to, where the firlt thing I did, was to order 
a partridge and_a young rabbit to the fire; and 
while this was a-doing, I conduéted the lady into 
a chamber, where we began to converfe with one 
another s for we. had rode fo faft, that we had no 
difcourfe upon the road. She fhewed how fenfi- 
ble fhe was of the fervice I had done to hér, and 
obfetved, that after I had performed fuch a gene- 
rous action, fhe could not perfuade herfelf that I 


was a companion of the thieves, from whom I had 


refcued her. I told‘her my ftory, in order to con- 
firm the good opinion fhe had conceived of me ;- 
and, by that means, engaged her to honour me 
with her confidence, and inform me of her misfor- 
tunes, which fhe recounted, as I fhall relate in the 
following chapter, 


CHAP. XI. 
The biftory of Dotan Mencia of Mofquera. 


Was born at Valladolid, and my name is Don- 

na Mencia of Mofquera. Don Martin, my 
father, after having fpent almoft his whole patri- 
mony in the fervice of his king, was killed in Por- 
tugal, at the head of his own regiment, and left 
me fo moderately provided, that though I was arn 
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only child, I was far from being a good match, 
I did not want admirers, however, in fpite of the 
lownefs of my fortune: a good many of the moft 
confiderable cavaliers in Spain made their addrefieg 
to me; but he who attracted my attention moft, 
was Don Alvaro de Mello: he was indeed more 
handfame than any of his rivals ; but more fub- 
ftantial qualifications determined me in his favour 1 
he was endoed with wit, prudence, probity, and 
valour, and withal the moft gallant man in the 
world: when he gave entertainments, nothing 
could be more elegant, and when he appeared at 
tournaments, every body admired his vigour and 
addrefs : I preferred him therefore to all others, 
and married him accordingly. 

A few days after our marriage, he happened ta 
meet with Don Andrea de Baefa, who had been 
ene of his rivals, in a private place, where quar- 
relling with each other, they came to blows, and 
Don Andrea loft his life in the rencounter. As he 

_ wag nephew to the corregidor of Valladolid, a vio- 
lent man, and mortal enemy to the family of Mel- 
lo, Don Aivaro knew he could not leave the city 
too foon: he returned home in 9 hurry, and while 
they faddled his horfe, told me what had happen- 
ed,---‘* My dear Mencia, (faid he) we muft part } 
you know the corregidor: don’t let us then flatter 
ourfelves, for he will profecute me with the utmoft 
rancour ; and as you are not ignorant of his cre- 
dit, you know I cannot be fafe in this kingdom.” 
He was fo much penetrated with his own forrow, 
and with that which he faw take poffeffion of my 
breaft, that he could fay no more; and when I 
had prevailed upon him to furnifh himfelf with 
fome money and jewels, he clafped me in his arms, 
and, daring a whole quarter of an hour, we did 
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nothing but mingle our fighs and tears. At laft, 
being told the horfe was ready, he tore himfelf 
from me ; he departed, and left me in a condition 
not to be defcribed. Happy! had the excefs of 
my affliction, at that time, put an end to my life ! 
what troubles and forrows would my death have 
prevented |! Some hours after Don Alvaro was 
gone, the corregidor being informed of his flight, 
ordered him to be purfwed, and fpared nothing to 
‘have him in his power: but my hafband always 
baffled his purfuit, and kept himfelf fecure, in fuctr 
a manner, that the judge found himfelf obliged to 
limit his revenge to the fole fatisfaGhon of ruining 
the fortune of a man, whofe blood he wanted to 
fhed: his efforts were not unfuccefsful, ali the ef- 
fe&ts of Don Alvaro being confifcated. 

Left in a moft afflicting fituation, and having 
fcarce wherewithal to fubfift, I began to live a very 
folitary life, ali my attendants being reduced to one 
maid: I fpent the day in bemoaning, not an indi- 
gence, which I could have bore with patience 5 
but the abfence of my dear hufband, whofe ccndi- 
tion I was utterly ignorant of, although he had 
promifed, in his laft melancholy adieu, that he — 
would take care to-inform me of his lot, into whart- 
ever part of the world his c ate fhould condu& 
him, Neverthelefs, feven long years elapfed, with- 
out my hearing the leaft account of him ; and this 
uncertainty of his deftiny, plunged me into an 
abyfs of forrow! At laft I was told, that, in fight- 
ing for the king of Portugal in Fez, he had loft his 
life in battle : a man lately returned from Atric 
confirmed this report, affuring me, that he was 
perfectly well acquainted with Don Alvaro de 
Mello, had ferved with him in the Portugueze ar- 
my, and even feen hima fali in the action : to this 
he 
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he added many other circumftances, which per- 
fuaded me, that my hufband was no more, 

At that time, Don Ambrofio Mefia Carrillo, 
marquis of Guardia, came to Valladolid : he was 
one of thofe old lords who, by the politenefs and 
gallantry of their manners, make people forget 
their age, and continue ftill agreeable to the ladies: . 
one day hearing, by accident, the ftory of Don Al- 
varo ; and being defirous of feeing me, on account 
of the pi@ture which had been drawn of me ; for 
the fatisfa@iion of his curiofity, he engaged one of 
my relations, who carried me to her houfe, See- 
ing me there, I had the fortune to pleafe him, in 
{pite of the remarkable impreffion whieh grief had 
made on my countenance: but why do I fay, in 
fpite of it! perhaps he was touched alone by my 
fad and languifhing air, which prepoffeffed him in 
favour of my fidelity : his love, in all probability, 
was the effeé&t of my melancholy ; for he told me, 
more than once, that he looked upon me as a mi- 
racle of conftancy ; and that, for this reafon, he 
even envied the fate of my hufband, how deplorable 
foever it was in other refpects : in a word, ‘he was 
ftruck at the fight of me, and had no occafion to fee 
me a fecond time, in order to take the refolution of 
making me his wife. 

He chofe the interceffion of my kinfwoman,/’to- 
wards the obtaining of my confent: fhe came tomy 


Jodgings accordingly, and reprefented to me, that 


my hufband having ended his days in the kingdom 
of Fez, as we had been informed, it was not reafon- 
able that I fhould bury my charms any longer; that 
I had fufficiently bewailed the fate of a man with 
whom I had been united but a few moments ; and 
that I ought to profit by the occafion that now pre- 
fented itfelf; by. which means, I fhould be the 

F 2 happieft 
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happieft woman in the world. Then the extolled 
the great family of the old marquis, his vaft eftate, 
and unblemifhed chara&er: but her eloquence in 
difplaying the advantages Ite poffefled was in vain : 
it was not in her power to perfuade me ; not that I 
doubted the death of Don Alvaro, or was reftrained 
by the fear of feeing him again, when I fhould leaft 
expe& him; the Kttle inclination, or rather the 
reluctance, I felt for a fecond marriage, after hav- 
ing fuffered fo many misfortunes by my firft, was 
the only obftacle my relation had to remove. She 
did not defpair for all that ; on the contrary it re- 
doubled her zeal for Don Ambrofie; the engaged 
my whole family in the interefts of that lord ; my 
relations preffed me to accept of fuch an adyantage- 
ous match ; I was every moment befieged, impor- 
tuned, and tormented ; and my mifery, which daily 
increafed, contributed ‘not a little to overcome my 
refiftance. 
Being unable, therefore, to hold out any longer, 
I yielded to their preffing inftances, and married 
the marquis of Guardia, who, the day after our 
nuptials, carried me to a very fine caftle which he 
had, fituated near Burgos, between Grajal and 
Rodillas. He conceived the moft violent paffton 
for me, and I obferved, in the whole of his be- 
haviour, the utmoft defire of pleafing me. His 
only ftudy was to anticipate my wifhes: no huf- 
band had ever fuch a tender regard for his wife 3 
and no lover ever fhewed more complaifance to his 
miftrefs; I thould have been paffionately fond of 
Don Ambrofio, notwithftanding the difproportion 
of our years, hadI been capable of loving any one 
after Don Alvaro; but a conftant heart can never 
change. The endeavours of my fecond hufband 
to pleafe me were rendered ineffeQual by the 
remem- 
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remembrance of my. firf€; fo that I could only 
requite his tendernefs with pure fentiments of gra- 
titude. . 

I was in this difpofition, when, one day, taking 
the air at a window of my apartment, I per- 
ceived in the garden, a kind of peafant, who 
earneftly looked at me: thinking he was the gar- 
dener’s feryant, I took no notice of him; but next 
day, being again at the window, I faw him in the 
fame place, and he feemed to view me with un- 
common attention, Struck with this circumftance, 
T looked at him, in my turn, and after having fome 
time confidered him, thought I recalled the features 
of the unfortunate Don Alvaro! This apparition 
raifed an inconceivable tumult within me! I fhrieked | 


_ aloud; but, luckily, there was nobody prefent, 


except Inez, who, of all my fervants, enjoyed 
the greateft thare of my confidence. When I im- 
parted tq her the fufpicion that alarmed me, fhe 
laughed at my apprehenfion, believing that my eyes* 
were impofed upon by fome flight refemblance.---- 
** Recolle& yourfelf, madam, (faid fhe) and don’t 
imagine you have feen your former hufband: what 
Jikelibood is there, that he fhould be here in the 
the drefs of a peafant? or, indeed, what probabi- 
lity is there of his being alive? I will go down into 
the garden, (added fhe) and talk to this country- 
man, and when I have learned who he is, come 
back and let you know.”’ Inez accordingly went 
jnto the garden, and foon after returned to my 
apartment in great emotion, faying, ‘* Madam, 
your fufpicion is but too juit! it is Don Alvaro 
himfelf whom you have feen! he has difcovered 
himfelf, and demands a fecret interview.” : 
. 4s Thad, at that. very time, an opportunity of 
secehving Don Alvaro, the marquis being at Bur oar 
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I ordered my maid to brisig him into my clofet by 
a private ftair-cafe, You may well think that F 
was ina terrible agitation, and altogether unable 
to fupport the prefence of a man, who had a right 
to load me with reproaches. As feon as he ap- 
peared, I fainted away. Inez and he flew to my 
aMiftance, and when they had brought me out of 
my fwoon, Don Alvaro faid, ‘* Madam, for heaven’s 
fake compofe yourfelf; let not my preferice be a 
punifhment to you; I have no intention to give 
you the leaft pain ; I come not as a furious hufband, 
to call you to an account of your plighted troth, 
and upbraid you with the fecond engagement you 
have contracted: I know very well, that it wae 


’ the work of your relations: I am acquainted with 


all the perfecutions you have fuffered on that fcofe : © 
befides, the report of my death was {pread all over 
Valladolid ; and you had the more reafon to believe 
it true, as no letter from me affured you of the 
‘contrary: in fhort, I know in what manner you 
have lived fince our cruel feparation, and that nee 
ceffity rather than love, has thrown you into the 
arms of---”” “€ Ah, fir! (cried I, interrupting him) 
why will you exeufe your unhappy wife! the ie 
criminal, fince you live ! why am I not ftill in that 
miferable fituation in which I lived, befere I gave 
my hand to Don Ambrofio! fatal nuptials! I 
fhould then, at leaft, have trad the confolation, 
in my mifery,. to fee you again without a bluth.”” 

‘¢ My dear Mencia! (replied Don Alvaro, with 
a look that teftified how much he was affected by 
my tears) Ido not complain; and far from ree 
proaching you with the {plendid cendition in which 
I find you, by all my hopes I thank heaven for it s 
fince the melancholy day of my departure from Yal= 
ladolid, fate has been always adverfe, and ‘my 
life 
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life but a chain of misfortunes; and, to crown my 
mifery, it never was in my power te let you hear 
from me! Too confident of your love, I inceffantly 
reprefented to myfelf the condition to which my 


. fatal tendernefs had reduced you. My imagination 


painted Donna Mencia in her tears! you was the 


greateft of all my misfortunes, and fometimes, F- 


mutt confefs, I have looked upon myfelf as crimi- 
nal, in having had the good fortune to pleafe you s 
I have withed that your affeétions had inclined 
towards fore one of my rivals, fince the preference’ 
you gave fo the fiad coft you fo dear. Neverthelefs, 
after feven years of fuffering, mofe in love thar 
ever, I was refolved to fee you. If could hot refift 
this defire, which, at the end of a long flavery, 
heving an opportunity to fatisfy, I went, in this 
difguife, to Valladolid, at the hazard of my life; 
there being informed of every thing, I came hither 
and found means to introduce myfelf into the family 
of the gardener, who has hired me to work under 
him. You feein what manner I have condutted 
myfelf to obtain this private interview ; but do not 
imagine that my defign is to trouble the felicity you 
enjoy, by remaining in this place. No! I love 
you more than myfelf; Ihave the utmoft regard 
for your repofe; and new that I have had the 
melancholy fatisfattion of converfing with you, wilf 
go and finifh, at a diftance, that. miferable life, 
which I facrifice to your quiet.”” 

“ No, Don Alvaro! no! (cried J, at thefe 
words) I will not fuffer you to leave me a fecond 
time | I will go along with you, and death alone 
fhall divide us!’ ‘* Take my advice, (faid he) and 
live with Don Ambrofio; do not affociate yourfelf 
with my misfortunes, but leave me alone to fup- 
portthe weight of them.”” He faid other ee 
1 
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the fame purpofe; but the more he feemed willing 
to facrince himfelf to my happinefs, I felt my- 
felf the lefs difpofed to confent to it: and when 
he faw me firmly refolved to follow him, he 
changed his tone all of a fudden, and affuming a 
more ferene air, faid, ‘* Madam, fince you have 


. ftill fo much love for Don Alvaro, as to. prefer his 


mifery to the profperity-you now enjoy, let us go 
and live at Betancos, at the further end of the king- 
dom of Gallicia, where I have a fecure retreat. Al- 
though my misfortunes have ruined my eftate, they 


have not yet deprived me of my friends: I have. 


ftill fome faithful ones remaining, who have put 
me in a condition to carry you off: by their 
affiftance, I have provided a coach at Zamora, 
bought mules and horfes, and am accompanied by 
three refolute Gallicians, armed with carabines and 
piftols, who now wait for my orders at the village 
of Rodillas, Let us therefore (added he) take the 
advantage of Don Ambrofio’s abfence: I will order 
the coach to come to the caftle-gate, and we will 
fet out inftantly.”’ Iconfented, Don Alvaro flew 
to Rodillas, and returned in a fhort time, with his 
three attendants, to carry me off from the midft 
of my women, whé not knowing what to think of 
this event, ran all away, in the utmoft confter- 
nation: Inez alone was privy to it, but refufed to 
attach her fortune to mine, becaufe fhe was in 
love with the valet de chambre of Don Ambrofio, 

I got into the coach with Don Alvaro, carrying 
nothing with me, but my own cloaths, and fome 
jewels I had before my fecond marriage ; for 1 would 
take nothing that the marquis had given me, on 
that occafion. We took the road to Gallicia, 
without knowing if we fhould be fo happy as to 
yeach it, having reafon te fear that Don Ambrofio, 


at 
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at his return, would purfue us with a great number 
ef people, and overtake us. Neverthelefs, we 
continued our journey two days, without feeing 
ene horfeman behind us; and in hopes that the 
third would pafs in the fame manner, were conver- 
fing with each other in great tranquility; Don Al- 
varo had juft recounted the melancholy adventure, 
which had given rife to the report of his death, 
and how, after having been a flave five years, he 
had recovered his liberty; when yefterday, on the 
road to Leon, we met thofe thieves, with whom 
you wasincompany. He is the perfon whom they 
murdered, with all his attendants, and for whom 
thefe my tears are fhed. 


CHAP. XII. 


The difagretable manner in which Gil Blas and the lady 
) tere interrupted. 


Onna Mencia having ended her relation, thed 
a torrent of tears, while J, letting her give 
free vent to her fighs, wept alfo; fo natural is it te 
intereft one’s felf for the unfortunate, efpecially for 
a fine lady in diftrefs.. I was going to afk what the 
intended to do in this prefent conjuncture; and 
perhaps fhe was about to confult me on the fame 
fabje& ; when our converfation was interrupted 
by a great noife in the inn, which, in fpite of us, 
attracted our attention. This noife was occafioned 
by the arrival of the corregidor followed by two 
Alguazils * and a guard, who without any cere- 
mony entered the room where we were, A gentle- 
man who accompanied them, approached me firft, 
and examining my dtefe, had no occafion to hefi- 
* Alguazils sre attendants of jaftice, whofe office re- 
fembles that of our bailiffs. 
tate 
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tate long, but cried, ‘* By St. Jago! this is my 
individual doublet, as eafy to be known again as 
my horfe: you may apprehend this gallant on my 
teftimony ; he is one of the thieves who have an 
unknown retreat fomewhere in this country.’” 

At this difcourfe, by which I underftood he was 
the gentleman who had been robbed, and whofe 
fpoils I was unluckily in poffeffion of, I was fur- 
prized, confounded, and difmayed! The corregi- 
dor, whofe office oblig’d him to put a bad con- 
ftruction on my diforder, rather thar interpret it 
favourably, concluded that I was not accufed with- 
out reafon, and prefuming that the lady might be 
an accomplice, ordered us to be imprifoned fepa- 
rately, ‘This judge, far from being one of thofe 
who affume a ftern countenance, was all foftnefs 
and fmiles ; but God knows if he was a bit the 
better for that; for I was no fooner committed, 
than he came into the jail with his two terriers, I 
mean the alguazils, who (not forgetting “their 
laudable cuftom) began to rummage me in a mo- 
ment. What a glorious windfal was this, for 
thofe honeft gentlemen! I do not believe, that ever 
they got fuch a booty before: at every handful of 
piftoles they pulled out, I faw theif eyes fparkle 
with joy ; the corregidor in particular, was tranf- 
ported! ‘* Child, (faid he, with a° voice fall of 
meeknefs) we muft do our duty, but be not afraid : 
if thou art innocent, thou fhalt fuftain no harm,”’ 
In the mean time, with all their gentlenefs, they 
emptied my pockets, and even robbed me of that 
which the thieves had refpe@ted, I mean my uncle’s 
forty ducats: their greedy and indefatigable hands 
fearched. me from head to foot, they“turned me 
about on all fides, and even ftript me to fee if I 
had any money between my fhirt ang my {fkin, 

‘When 
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When they had ak id acquitted themfelves in 
this manner, I waS interrogated by the corregidor, 
to whom I ingenuoufly recounted every thing that 
had happenedto me. He ordered my depofition to 
be taken in writing, and then went away with his 
attend2nts and my coin, leaving me entirely naked 
among ftraw. 

“< Olife! (cried I, when I found myfelf alone in 
this condition) how full of capricious accidents and 
difappointments art thou! Since I left Oviedo, I 
have met with nothing but misfortunes! Scarce 
had I got out of: one danger, when I fell into 
another! and when I came into this town, I was 
far from thinking that I fhould fo foon become ac- 
‘quainted with the corregidor.’’ While I made 
thefe vain reflections, I put on again the curfed 
doublet and the reft of the drefs which my evil 
‘genius had lent me; then exhorting myfelf to take 
courage, ‘‘ Come, Gil Blas, (faid I to myfelf) thew 
thy fortitude: it fhall ill become thee to defpair in 
an ordinary prifon, after having put thy patience to 
fuch a fevere trial in the fubterranean abyfs]’’ But 
‘alas! (added I, in‘a forrowful tone) I abufe myfelf ; - 
how fhall Tefcape from hence, when I am utterly 
deprived of the-means! In effect, I had too good 
reafon to fay, fo! for a prifoner without money, is 
like a bird whofe wings are clipt. 

Inftead of the partridge and rabbit I had bef, Sais 
they brought to me a little brown bread and a pitcher 
of water, and left me to fret at leifare in a dungeon, 
where J remained fifteen whole days, without 
feeing a human creature, except the turnkey, who 
came every morning to renew my provifion. <As 
often as I faw him, I endeavoured to fpeak and 
enter into converfation with him, in order to divert 
me a little: -but this venerable perfon made no 

anf{wer 
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anfwer to what I faid; I could not extra& one 
word from him: nay, for the moft part, he came 
én and went out, without fo much as deigning me 
a look. On the fixteenth day, the corregidor com- 
ing in, faid, ‘‘ Thou may'ft now give a loofe te 
joy: I bring thee agreeable tidings. I have ore 
dered the lady who was along with thee, to be con- 
du@ed to Burgos. I examined her before her de- 
parture, and her anfwers have exculpated thee. 
Thou thalt be enlarged this very day, provided 
that the muleteer, with whom (as thou fay’ft) thou 
cameft from Pennafior to Cacabelos, confirms thy 
depofition. ‘He is now in Aftorga, and I have 
fent for him; and if he agrees with thee, in the 


adventure of the rack, I will inftantly {et thee © 


free.”” 

Thefe words gave me infinite joy! I looked upon 
myfelf as already acquitted ; I thanked the judge 
for his Suft and expeditious decifion, and had not 
quite finifhed my compliment, when the carrier, 


' conduéted by two foldiers, arrived: I remembred 


his face immediately ; but he, having without doubt 
fold my portmantegp, and all that was in it, was 
afraid of being o6tiged to reftore the money he had 
received for it, if he thould own that he knew me's 
and therefore affirmed with aftonifhing affurance, 
that far from knowing me, he had never feen me 
before! * Ah traitor, (cried J) rather confefs that 
thou haft fold my goods; and bear witnefs to the 
truth: look at me again, I am one of the young 
people. whom you threatned with the torture, at the 
borough of Cacabelos, and frightened very much.”° 
The carrier anfwered coldly, that I talked of an 
affair of which he was utterly ignorant ; and as he 
Maintained to the lait, that 1 was unknown to 
him, my enlargement was ceferred till another 


time 3 
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Ume: fo that I was obliged to arm myfelf with 
Patience a-new, and*refolve. to regale myfelf fill 
with my bread-and water, anda fight of the filene 
turmkey---The thoughts-of being unable to free my- 
felf from the claws of juftice, although I was nat 
guilty of the leaft crime, threw me into defpair: J 
wifhed myfelf again in the cavern, “ where in the 
main (faid I to myfelf) I was lefs difagreeably 
fituated than in this dungeon: there I ate and 
drank in plenty, converfed with the’ robbers, and 
lived in the fweet hope of making my efcape;_ 
inftead of which, notwithftanding my innocence, 
I fhall perhaps think myfelf happily quit, to get 


ont of this place, in order to be fent to the 
galleys.” 


: CHAP... XIIl. 
By what accident Gil Blas was fet at liberty at lefts 
and whither be direéted bis courfe. 2 
HILEI pafs’d my days in entertaining my- 
felf with thefe refieGions, my adventures, 
fuch as they appeared in my depofition, fpread all 
over the town ; upon which many people, being 
curious to fee me, came and prefented themfelves, 
one after another, at a {mall chink thro’ which the 
light was conveyed inte my prifon, and, after 
having obferved me for fome time, went away. 
J was furprized at this novelty ; for fince the day 
of my imprifoament, I had not before feen a living 
foul at that window, which ferved to enlighten 
acourt where horror reigned in filence. Guefling 
from this, that I made fome noife in-town, I did 
. mot know whether to interpret it as a good or bad 
emen. . 
Vor, L G One 
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One of the firft that offered themfelves. to my 
view was the little ballad-finger of Mondonedo, 
who, having been equally afraid-of the torture, had 
fied as well as J.---I knew him again immediately, 
and, as he did not pretend to have forgot me, we 
faluted one another ; and falling into a long con- 
verfation, I was obliged to repeat my adventures 
a-new: for his part, he informed me of what had 
happened in the inn at Cacabelos, between the 
carrier and thg new-married wife, after we had 
been driven away by a panic: ina word he ac- 
quainted me with the whole of what I have already 
rehearfed on that fubjeét. Afterwards, taking 


leave of me for the prefent, he promifed, without ~ 


lofs of time, to labour for my deliverarice ; and 
every body who came (as he did) thro’ curiofity, 
feemed affected with my misfortune, and even affured 
me, that they would join the little ballad-finger, 


and do all that lay in their power to procure my en- . 


largement.. 

They kept their promife effectually, and fpoke 
in my behalf to the corregidor, who no longer 
doubting my innocence, efpecially when the ballad- 
finger had told him what he knew of the matter, 
at the end of three weeks came into the prifon, 
and faid, ** Gil Blas, I don’t choofe to protrac 
things: go, thou art free, and’ mayft quit the 
prifon when thou wilt. But tell me, (purfued he) 
if thou fhouldft be brought to the wood in which 
the fubterranean retreat is, couldft thou not find it 
out ?”? “ No, fir, (I replied ;) for as I went in at 
night, and came out before day, it would be im- 
_poffible for me to fix upon the fpot.’” Upon this 
the judge witherew, telling me, that he was going 
te order the turnkey to fet the prifon doors open 
for M6,---In effe@, the goaler came into my dun- 

“geon 
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geon a moment after, with one of his men carrying: 
a bundle of cloaths; and ftripping me (with a 
grave and filent air) of my doublet and breeches, 
which were made of fine cfoth, .and almoft new, 
they put on me a fhabby footman’s frock, and 
puthed me out by the fhoulders. | 

The joy that prifoners commonly feel in recover- 
ing their liberty, was moderated by my confafion* 
in feeing myfelf fo poorly equipt; and I was 
tempted to leave the town inftantly, that I might 
withdraw -myfelf from the eyes of the people, 
whofe:looks I could fcarce endare:. but my gratitude 
got the better of my fhame: EF went to thank the 
ballad-finger, to whom I was fo much obliged: and 
he could net help laughing when-he faw me.---. 
<¢ What a ftrange figure you are! (faid he:) Juftice- 
1 fee has been done you in all her forms.’’---** I do 
not complain of juitice, (I replied:) the is moft 
equitable: 1 with only that all her officers were 
honeft men, They ought atdeaft-to have {pared my 
cloaths, whith I think I paid for pretty handfome- 

‘ly.’’--- [think fo too (faid he;) but they will tell 
you, thefe are formalities which muft be obferved. 

What! do you think (for example) that you rhorfe 

has been reftored to the right owner? not at all; I 

affure you he is now actually in the ftable of the 

town-clerk, where he has been depofited as a proof 

of the robbery ; and I don’t believe the poor gen- 

tleman. will ever retrieve fo. much as the crupper.--- 

But let us fhift our difcourfe (continued he:) what 

is your defign? what fcheme do you intend to pro- 

feeute at prefent?”’ ‘* I want to go to Burgos (faid 

I,) in order to find out the lady I delivered, who 

will give me a few piftoles, with which I will pur- 

-chafe anew caffock, and repair to Salamanca, where 
I will endeavour to make my Latin turn to fome ad- 

: G2 vantage. 


64 The ADVENTURES 


vantage, All I am concerned at is, that I am at 
fome diftance. from. Burgos, and fhalf want fwb- 
fiftance on the read.”” ‘* I underftand you (he re- 
plied:) here is my purfe :---’tis, indeed, a little 
low; but a ballad-finger, you know, is. mot a2- 
bifhop.” At the fame time he flipt it into my 
hand fo chearfully, that l could not for my foul 
refufe the offer, fuch as it was. I thank’d him ae: 
much as if Re Had’ given me allithe gold in Peru, 
and made a thoufand profeffions of fervice, which B 
never had an opportunity to perform. Then, bid- 
ing him farewel, I lefe the town, without having 
vifited thofe other perfons. who had contributed: 
to my enlargement; contenting myfelf with beftew~ 
ing upon them,.in my:own thoughts, a. thoufand 
benedittions, 

The little balfad-finger,. was in the riglit to fpeate. 
snodeftly of his purfe, in which I found very litth 
money: but, happily for me, had been ufed two. 
months to a very. frugal diet; and I ftill fome- 
rials left, when I arrived’ at the bor (of Ponte 
de. Mula, which is. but a little way. from Burgos, 
Here I halted: to enquire about Denna Mencia, and 
going into an inn, the miftrefs of: which wasa lictle,. 
lean,. fierce, infolent creature, I perceived at once, 
by the difdainful look the darted at me,. that my- 
frock was not at all-to her liking.; a difguft which- 
I forgave with all my heart,---I fat down at table,, 
where I ate fome bread‘and cheefe, and fwallowed’ 

a few draughts. of execrable wine, which they 
brought for me; and during this repaft, which was. 
very well fuited to my drefs, I wanted to enter into 
converfation with my landlady,---I begg’d her ta. 
tell me if fhe knew the marquis of Guardia ; if His: 
caftle was far from the borough; and,:in particu. 
lar, if fhe bad heard what was become of the mar-. 
| chionefs: 
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pepeat his lady, ‘ You afk a great many quefti-. 

.”” (replied fhe, witha fcornful look :) the told 
me ‘however, (tho” with a very bad grace) that the 
caftle of Don Ambrofio was bat a fhort league from 
Ponte de Mula, 

When I had done eating and drinking, (it being 
by this time pretty late) I exprefs’d'a defire of going 
to reft, and bad them fhew me into a bed-chamber, 
“< A bed-chamber for you! (faid the Jandlady, 
darting at me a look full of haughtinefs and con- 
tempt) I have no bed-chambers for people who fup 
on a morfel of cheefe.---Ali my beds are befpoke:--- 
I expe& gentlemen of importance to lodge here to- 
night ;---fo that all I can do for you is to quarter 
you in the barn; and it won’t (I fuppofe) be the 
firft time you have flept upon ftraw.’” She did not 
know how true fhe fpoke ; but I made no reply, 
and very wifely condefcendcd to fneak into the ftraw, 
where in a very fhort time I flept like one who had 
fuffered much fatigue, : 


CHAP. XIV. 
Of bis reception at Burgos by Denna Mencia, 


Did not lie a-bed like a fluggard next morning, 

but went to reckon with my landlady, who. 
feemed lefs proud and fnappifh than fhe had been 
the night before: a change that I afcribed to the 
prefence of three honeft foldiers belonging to the 
holy brotherliood, who converfed with her in a 
very familiar manner,---They had lodged all night 
atthe inn, and it was, doubtlefs, for thefe gentle-. 
men of importance, that all the beds had been be- 
fpoke. 

Inquiring in the borough the way to the caftle 


ols I wanted to go, Taddrefs’d myfelf by acci-. 
G3 ; dent 
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dent toa. man of the charafer of my landlord at. 
Pennafior: not contented with.anfwering the quef- 
tion I afked, he let me know that Don. Ambrofia 
was dead three weeks ago, and that the marchi- 
onefs his lady had retired into a convent at Burgos, 
which he named.,---I repaired immediately to that 
city, inftead of following the road to the caftle, as: 
I formerly.intended, and flying dire@ly to the con- 
vent where fhe was, begg’d thé favour of the. por 


ttefs to tell-her-that a young man, juft releafed from. 
the goal of Aftorga, defired to fpeak with her, The- 


nun went immediately to do what I. defired, and 
returning, introduced me into a parlours, where I 
had not been long when I faw the widow of. 
Don Ambrofio appear: at the grate in deep mourn- 


zB. 

“© You are welcome (faid the lady to me:) four 
days ago J wroteto a pezfon at: Aftorga, defiring 
him to go to you from me, and tell you that I thould: 
be glad to fee you, as foon as you fhould be ree: 
Jeafed ; and I did not doubt of your being enlarged’ 
in a very little time, what I faid to the corregidor: 

.in your behalf having been fufficient for that pur- 


pofe.---In anfwer to this he wrote, that you had 


recovered your liberty, but nobody knew whither- 
you was gone ; fo that I was afraid I fhould never 
fge you again, and confequently be deprived of the. 
pleafure of manifefting my gratitude.---Don’t be 
afhamed, (added fhe, obferving my confufion on 
account of appearing before her in fuch a miferable 


drefs) let not your prefent condition give you the. 


leaft uneafinefs. After the impertant fervice yon 
have done me, I fhould be the moft ungrateful of. all: 
women, if I neglected to do fomething for you: I 
intend to extricate you qut of the wretched fituation 
Aa which you ales it is my duty, aad I am able to. 

perform 
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perform ‘it.-e-The. confiderable wealth Iam now 


miftrefs of, impowering me to acquit myfelf towards 
you, without incommoding myéfelf.”’ 

«* You know (continued fhe) my adventures to. 
the day on which we were both imprifoned ; and 
¥ will tell you what has happen’d to me fince,--- . 
When the corregidor of Aftorga had ordered me to. 
be cenduéted to Burgos, after having heard from 
my mouth a faithful relation of my ftory, I re- 
paired to Don Ambrofio’s caftie, where my returm 
occafioned extreme {urprize, tho’ I was told it was 


too late; for the marquis, thunder-ftruck at the 


news of my flight, had fallen ill, and the phyficians. 
defpaired of his life, This was frefh caufe forme 
to complain of the rigour of my fate: neverthelefs, 
Having advertifed him of my. arrival, I entered his. 


- chamber, and,. running to his bed-fide, threw my- 


felf on my knees, my face bathed in tears, and my- 
feart opprefs’d with the moft afflicting grief t 
What brings you hither? (faid he, when he per- 

ceived me) Are you come to contemplate your own 
work ? Was it not fufficient for you to deprive me of 

life, but you muft alfo have the fatisfaction of being: 
an eye-witnefs of my death?’’---“ No, my lord, 
(I replied) Inez muft have told you, that Efied with 
my hufband; and Kad it not been for the difmak 
accident which has robb’d me of him, you never 
fhould have feen me again! At the fame time I let 

him know, that Don Alvaro had been murdered by 
robbers, who afterwards carried me into their fub~. 
terranean retreat ;' and, in fhort, informed him of 
all that had happened.---When I had-done {peaking, 
Dorr Ambrofio ftretched owt bis. hand to me, faying 
with the utmoft tendernefs,, Fam. fatisfied---I ceafe 
to complain :---why fhould reproach you! having 
found again a hufband whom you dearly loved, 

you 
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you abandoned me to follow his fortune: oughe-T 
to blame you for fuch condu& ? No, madam, I fhculd 
have been in the wrong to murmur at it, therefore 
would not fuffer you to be purfued: I revered the 
facred rights of your ravifher, and even your incli- 
nation towards him.---In fine, I do you juftice ; 
and, by your return, you have retrieved all my 
tendernefs ! Yes, my dear Mencia, your prefence 
overwhelms me with joy! but alas! it will not 
laft long. I feel my laft hour approaching! Scarce 
are you reftored to my arms, when I mutt bid you 


an eternal adieu!’’ At thefe affe€ting words, my . 


tears redoubled ! I felt and expreffed an immoderate 
affiGion! I queftion if the death of Don Alvaro, 
whom I adored, had coft me more fighs! Don 
Ambrofio’s prefage of his own death, was but too 
true: he expired next day; and I remained miftrefs 
of aconfiderable eftate which he had fettled upon 
me, at our marriage. I intend to make no bad 
ufe of it, The world fhall not fee me (though I 
am ftill young) throw myfelf into the arms of a third 
hufband: for befides that I think fuch conduc& 


would be inconfiftent with the virtue and de- - 


licacy of my fex, I own, I have no longer. any 
relifh for the world; but defign to end my days 
in this convent, and becomé a benefactrefs to 
it.” et 

Such was the difcourfe of Donna Mencia, who 
taking out a purfe from under her robe, put it in 
my hand, faying, ‘* Here are a hundred ducats, 
“which I give you only to buy cloaths: come and 
fee me again, after you have equipped yourfelf ; 
for I do not iatend to confine my gratitude within 
fuch narrow bounds.*’ I gave the lady a thoufand 
_ thanks ; and fwore I would not depart from Burgos, 
without taking leave of her: after this oath which 

. { 
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¥ had no intention to break, I went in queft of an 
inn, and going into the frftI pereeived, demanded 
a room, telling thé landlord (to prevent the bad 
epinion he might conceive of me, from my fthabby 
frock) that notwithftanding my appearance, F was 
in a condition to pay handfomely for my lodging. 
At thefe words, the inn-keeper, whofe name was 
Majuelo, naturally a great wag, furveying me from 
top to bottem, anfwered drily, with a farcaftick 
fheer, there was no occafion for fuch an affwrance, 
to perfuade him, that I fhould fpend like a prince 
in his houfe ; for he difcovered fomething noble im 
me by my drefs; and in fhort did not doubt that E 
was a gentleman of a very independant fortune. 
I could eafily perceive that the rafcal rallied me, 


‘amd in order te put an end to his witticifms, 


fhewed my purfe. Leven counted my ducats one 
table before him, and obdferving that my cois 
altered his opinion very much in my favour 3 
defired he would recommend me te a taylor. “ You 
Bad better (faid Ae) fend for a broker, who will 
bring along with him all kinds of apparel ready 
made, and fit you in a trice.” I approved of 
his advice, and refolved to follow it: But the 
day being near a clofe, deferred my purchafe 
till mext morning, and. thought of nothing but 
making a good fapper, to indemhify me for the forry 
meals I had made fince my deliverance from the 
eavera, 
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CHAP. XY. 


Of the manner in which Gil Blas dreffed bimfelf---Of the 
new prefent be received from the lady, and the equipage 
in which be departed from Burgos, 


HEY brought for my fupper a huge fricaffee 
of fheep-trotters, which I picked to the bones ; 
and having drank in proportion, betook myfelf to 
reft, As I had the convenience of a good bed, I 
was in hopes of enjoying a found fleep: but for all 
that, could not clofe my eyes; my thoughts being. 
engrofied, in determining upon the drefs I was to 
choofe. ‘‘ What muft Ido? (faid I to myfelf) 
profecute my firft defign, buy a caffock, and go ta 
Salamanca in queft of a tutor’s place? But why. 
fhould I take the habit of a licentiate? Am I ambi-, 
tious of confecrating myfelf to the church? or hare 
I the leaft bias that way? No, I feel myfelf (on the 
contrary) quite otherwife inclined: I will turn gen- 
tleman, and endeavour to make my fortune in the 
world.” ; 
Having refolved upon this, I lenged for day with. 
the utmoft impatience ; and no fooner perceived 
the glimpfe of light than I got up, and made fo 
much noife in the inn, that I wakened all thofe. 
who were afleep. I called the waiters, who were 
ftill abed, and who loaded me with curfes by way 
of anfwer. They were obliged to rife however, and 
I gave them no quarter, until one of them had 
gone for a broker, who foon appeared, followed 
by two apprentices, carrying each a great greeg 
bag on his fhoulders, He faluted me with great 
civility, faying, ‘* Signior Cavalier, you are very 
happy in having applied to me, rather than to any 
other body, I don’t choofe to difparage my bre- 
thren, 


iL 


f 


* 
oN 


Girl RLAS, 7X 


thren. Ged forbid that I fhould prejudice their 
reputation in the leaft! but between you and me, 
there’s no confcience among them. They are all 
as abandoned as Jews, I am the only honeft 
broker in town. I confine myfelf to a moderate 
profit ; being fatisfied with a pound in the hhilling 
---I mean, a fhilling in the pound, Thank heaven 
¥ deal upon the fquare with all mankind.’’: 

The broker, after this preamble, which I took 
for gofpel, ordered his mento untie the bundles, 
and fhewed me fuits of all colours. Some, whicl 
were of plain cloth, I rejected with difdain, as be- 
“jing too mean ; but they made me try one which 
feemed to have bee made exaCtly for my fhape, 
and which ftruek my faney, although fomewhat 
worn. It confifted of a deublet with flathed fleeves, 
a pair of breeches, and a cloak, the whole of blue 
‘velvet embroidered with gold. Fixing on this, F 
cheapened it, and the broker pergeiving I was bent 
upon it, obferved that I had an excellent tafte. 
** Odds bodikins ! (cried he) one may fee you 
know what you are about: I can tell you, that fuit 
was made for one of the greateft lords in the king- 
dom, who never had it three times on his back. 
Examine the velvet, nothing can Be finer ; and as — 
for the embroidery, you muft confefs the work is 
exquifite.”” What will you fell it for? (faid I ;) 
He anfwered, ‘* Sixty ducats; I am a rogue if I 
have not refufed the money.”” The alternative was 
plain. I offered five and forty, which might be 
about double the value. “ Mr. What d’ye call 
"um, (replied the broker with: an air of indifference] 
Inever exact too much : I am always ata word. 
Here, (continued he, fthewing me fome of thofe 
I had refufed) buy this ; Pil fellit a pennyworth.” 


This was only to excite my defire of ee 
that 


- 
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3 chit lch' bad cspensd and, accordingly, 
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imagining that he would not abate one farthing 
of his price, I counted into his hand the fixty 
ducats. When he faw me part with them fo ea~ 
fily, I believe, in fpite of his boatted honefty, he 
withed that he had afk’d a great deal more : pretty 
qrell {atisfied, however, with having gained nine- 
teen fhillings in the pound, he went away, with 
his apprentices, whom J had not forgotten, 

Having now a very handfome cloak, doublet, 
and breeches, I {pent the reft of the ealvag 7 in 
previding other neceflaries, I bought a hat,: fills 
fiockings, fhoes, linen, aad a {words after which, 
having dreffed, what infinite pleafure had I in bee 
holding myfelf ‘fo well equipped ! My eyes (to ufe 
the expreffion) could not fufficiently glut them- 
{elves with my attire! Never peagock contemplated 
his own feathers with more fatisfa&ion. That 
very day I made my fecond vifit to Donna Mencia, 
who {ti received me very kindly, and thanked 
me again for the fervice J had done her, On that 
fcore, many compliments paffled on both fides : 
after which, wifhing me all happinefs, the bade 
me farewel, and retired, without giving me any 
thing but.a ring, worth thirty piftoles, which the 


 defired me to keep in remembrance of her. 


¥ looked very blank with my ring, having laid. 
My account with receivmg a much fhore confi+ 
derable prefent, and trudged back to my: lodgings 
in a brown ftudy, little {atisfied with the lady’s 
generofity. But juft as I entered the inn, a man, 
who had followed me all the way, came in like- 
wife, and laying afide the cloak in which he was 
muffled up, difcovered a great bag under his arm, 
At the apparition of this bag, which had all the 
ais of being full of money, I, as well as ae 
q ec 
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other people who were prefent, ftared with our 
eyes wide open ; and I thought I heard the voice 
of an angel, when the man, laying the bag upon 
a table, pronounced, “ Signior Gil Blas, here is 
fomething that my lady marchionefs has fent you.’* 
I made many profound bows to the bearer, whom 
I ovetwhelmed with civility: and he was no foon- 
er gone, than I darted upon the bag, like a hawk 
upon his prey 3 and carrying it to my chamber, 


untied it, without lofs of time, and found in it a 


thoufand ducats, I had juft made an end.of countr- 
ing them, when my Iandlord, who had heard what 
the porter faid, came in to fee the contents of the 
bag. Thunderftruck at the fight of my coin fpread 


“ upon the table, ** Zounds, (cried he) what a vait 


fum of money is here! You mutt be a devil among 


the women, (added he, with a fatirical {mile) for 


although you have not been four and twenty hours — 
in-Burgos, you have a marchionefs already under 
contribution.” on OF ! 
This difcourfe did not difgu{ me. 1 was temp€- 
ed to leave Majuelo in his mittake, which already 
gave me a fenfible pleafure ; fo that I do not won- 
der that young fellows love to be thought men of 
intrigue. My innocence, however, got the better - 
of my vanity : I undeceived my landlord, and re- 


counted the ftory of Donna Mencia, to which‘he 


liftened with great attention. I then difclofed the 
{tate of my affairs, and as he feemed to interet 
himfelf in my behalf, begged the affiftance of his 
advice. Havigg mufed a while, “ Signior Git 


Blas, (faid hog I have a regard for you; and fince 
_ you have confidence enough in me, to unbofom 


yourfelf in this manner, I will, without Sattery, 
tell you What I think you are fitteft- for. As you 
feem defigned by nature for the court, I advife you 
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to go thither, and attach yourfzlf to fome grandee: 
but be fure either to meddle in his concerns, or 
enter inte his pleafures ; otherwife you will lofe 
your time. I know the great. They look upon 


‘the zeal and attachment of an honcit man, as no- 


thing at all ; and mind only fuch as are neceffary 
to them. But you have another refource : (conti- 
nued he) you are young and handfome ; and thefe 
qualifications alone, without the leaft glimpfe of 
underftanding, are more than fufficient to capti. 
vate a rich widow, or fome fine lady unhappily 
married : if love ruins gent emen of fortune, it of- 
ten maintains thofe who have none. It is my ad- 


‘vife therefore, that you go to Madrid ; but you . 


muft by no means appear without attendants ; 
they judge there, as in other. places, by appear- 
ance ; and you will be confidcred only, in propor- 
tion to the figure you make. I will recommend a 
fervant to you---a faithful domeftic~-.a prudent, 
fober fellow---in one word, a man my own 
making. Purchafe'a couple of mules, one for 
yourfelf, and another for him, and fet out as foon 
as pomible.”’ 

This advice was too anuh to my own tafte to 
be rceglected: I therefore next morning bought 
two handfome mules, and hired the fervant he had 
recominended: he was a fellow thirty years old, 
of a fimple, religious afpect, born, as he faid, in 


-the kingdom of Galicia ; his name was Ambrofe 


de Lamela: far from being felfifh, like other fer- 


'vants, he made no words about gbis wages ; but 


affured me, he would be contented with what in 


‘my goodnefs I fhould think proper to beftow, 


' Having provided myfelf likewife with boots, and 


@ LS cieeans to hold my aoe and cafh, I clear. 
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ed with my landlord, and early next morning fet. 
out from Burgos, on my way to Madrid. : 


a 
. 
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CHA P. XVI. 
Shews that we ought not to truf? too much to profperity. ° 


E flept the firft night at Duennas, and ar- 
viving at Valladolid, the day following,” 

about four o’ clock in the afternocn, alighted at an 
inn, which feemed one of the beft in town, I 
left the. care of my mules to my lacquey, and go-, 
ing up ftairs into a chambcr, whither I ordered a 
fervant of the houfe to bring my portmanteau, felt 
myfelf a little fatigued, and without taking off my 
boots, threw myfelf on the bed, where I fell afleep’ 

infenfibly. It being almoft night when I waked, 
I calied for Ambrofe, who was gone out, but re- 
turned in a little time ; when I afk’d where he 
had been, he replicd, with a pious air, that he was’ 
juft come from church, where he had been to re- 
turn thanks to heaven, for haying preferved him 
from all evil accidents on the road, from Burgos. 
even unto Valladolid : I approved of his condué, 
and _ bade him order a fowl to the fire for my fup- 
per. 
At that very inftant, my landlord entered, | with 
a taper in his hand, lighting ina lady who feemed, 
more handfome than young, and very richly dreffed : 


fhe was fquired by anold ufher, and a little ae 
e 


moor carried her train. Iwas not alittle furpriz 
when this lady, after having made a low courtefy, 
afked if I was not Signior Gil Blas of Santillane 3 
to whichI had no fooner anfwered in the aftirma- 
tive, than fhe quitted her attendant, and embraced | 
me with a tranfport of joy that redoubled my 
aftonifhment, ‘* Bleffed be heaven (cried the) 
H 2 fo 
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for this meeting! You are the perfon, Signior 
Cavalier, you are the very perfon I was in queft of !°° 
At this preamble, I thought*of the parafite at 
Pennaflor; and began to look upon the lady as a 
‘downright bite; when I was induced to think 
more favourably of her, by what followed. ‘* J 
am (added fhe) coufin-germain to Donna Mencia of 
Mofquera, who has been fo much obliged to you 3 
and received a letter from her this morning, im- 
porting that having heard you was going to Madrid, 
Y would oblige her very much, by treating you. 
bandfomely, provided you fhould pafs this ways 
J have been running all over the town thefe two 
hours, inquiring fram inn to inn, about all the 
Strangers that arrived; and by the defcription your 
Jandiord gave me of you, I imagined you might be 
the deliverer of my coufin. Ah! now that I have 
found you (continued fhe) you hhall fee how fenfible 
Iam of the fervices you have done my family, and 
in particular, to my dear coufin! You fhall come’ 
to my houfe immediately, if you pleafe, where you 
will be more conveniently lodged than here.”” J 
would have excufed myfelf, by reprefenting to the 
lady, that I fhould incommode her family ; but there 
was ne refifting her importunities : there was a coach 
waiting for us at the door, in which fhe took care 
to fee my portmanteau fecured ; “ becaufe (faid fhe) 
there are a great many rogues in Valladolid :"* 
obfervaticn J found but too true! In fhort, I 
went into the coach along with‘her and her fquire, 
and fuffcred inyfelf to be carried away from the inn, 
to the mortification of the landlord, who by thefe 
means found himfelf difappointed of the money 
which he expeéted I woald fpend at his houfe,- — 
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_. Our coach having rolled fome time, ftoppéd 
ata pretty large houfe, where we alighted and went 
up ftairs into a handfome apartment lighted by 
twenty or thirty wax-candles. We paffed through 
_a good many fervants, of whom the lady afked if 
Don Raphacl was come yet ; and was anfwered in 
the négative; upon which, addreffing herfelf to me, | 
** Signior Gil Blas, (faid fhe) I have a brother 
whom I expeé this. evening from a villa we have 
_ "two leagues from this: he will be very agreeably 
furprifed to find in this houfe, a gentleman to whom 
our whole family is fo:much indebted,’? She had 
. {carce fpoke thefe words, when we heard'a noife 
below, which (we were told) was occafioned by the 
" arrival of Don Raphael ; and that cavalier, who 
‘was a young man of a good fhape and genteel 
addrets, appeared foon after.» ‘* Brother, (faid 
the lady. to him) I am extremely glad of your 
return! you will affift me in doing honour to 
Signior Gil Blas of Santillane; to whom we can 
never enough fhew our gratitude for what he has 
‘done in behalf of our kinfwoman Donna Menc.a: 
‘there (added fhe, giving hima letter) you may read 
-what fhe has wrote on the fubjeét.”” Don Ra- 
phael opening the letter, pronounced thefe words 
aloud :: 


My dear Camilla, 


Q Isnior Gil Blas of Santillane, who pre- 
w ferved my honour as well as my life, has 
fet out for court; and as he will, coubtlefs, 
pafs thro” Valiadolid, I conjure you by the 
blood, and ftill more by the friendfhip that 
unites us, to thew him all the refpect in your 
power, and detain him fome tine in your 
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family. I flatter myfelf that you will give 
me that fatisfa€tion, and that my deliverer will 
‘Teceive all manner of civility from you and 
my coufin Don Raphael, At Burgos, your 
affectionate kinfwoman, 


Donna Mencia. 


“* How! (cried Don Raphael) is this the gentle- 
man to whom my coufin owes her honour and life ? 
ah! heaven be praifed for this happy rencounter !** 
So faying he approached, and clafping me in his 
arms, ‘“ What joy do I feel, (faid he) in embracing 
Signior Gil Blas of Santillane ! my coufin the mare 
chionefs had no occafion to lay fuch injun@ions 
upon us: it would have been fufficient to Jet us 
know, that you wag to pafs through Valladolid ; 
my fifter and I know very. well how to behave our- 
felves towards a gentleman, who has perfermed 
fuch an important piece of fervice to the perfon for 
whom, of all our family, we have the moft tender 
regard.’” I arfwered, as well as I could, to thefe 
compliments, which were followed by a great many 
more of the fame nature, and interfperfed with a 
thoufand careflés: after which, perceiving that my 
bocts were ftill on, they ordered their fervants to 
pull them off ; and we went-into another room, 
where, the cloth being laid, the gentleman, lady | 
and I fat down to fupper ; during which, they faid 
a thoufand obliging things to me: not a word 
efcaped me, which they did not repeat as an admi- 
rable ftroke of wit; and it was furprizing to fee 
how attentive they were in -prefenting me with all 
thedaintieft morfels, Don Raphael drank frequently 
to the health of Donna Mencia, in which I followed. 
his example; and I imagined that C:milla, who did 

us 
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us juftice, fometimes threw certain very fiznifi- 
cant looks at me. I even obferved that the chofe 
proper opportunities of fo doing, as if fhe had been 
afraid that her brother would perceive it. This 
was enough to perfuade me of the lady’s being 
{mitten ; and I flattered myfelf with the hope of pro- 
fiting by that difcovery, during my fhort ftay at 

Valladolid. This hope iriduced me to yield, with- 

out difficulty, to their intreaties, when they re- 
quefted me to fpend a few days with them. They 
thanked me for my complaifance ; and the joy which 
Camilla difcovered, on this occafion, confirmed me 
in the opinion, that I had found the way to her 
heart. _ 

Don Raphael feeing me determined to ftay with 
him fome time, propofed to carry me to his country 
houfe, of which he gave me a magnificent defcrip- 
tion ; and talked of the pleafures he would there 
entertain me with. ‘* Sometimes (faid he) we will 
take the diverfion of hunting, fometimes that of 
fifhing ;, andif you love walking, we have delight- 
ful woods and gardens in abundance: befides, we 
fhall not want good company ; and, on the whole, 
T hope you will not grow melancholy among us.’* 
I accepted his offer, and it was determined that we 
fhould go to this charming place the very next day. 
Having projected this agreeable fcheme, we rofe 
from table ; and Don Raphael embracing me, in a 
tranfport of joy, faid, ‘‘ Signior Gil Blas, I will 
Jeave my fifter to entertain you, while I go immedi- 
ately to give neceffary orders, and advertife thofe 
people whom I intend fhall be of the party.”” So 
faying, he went out of the room, and I continued — 
converfing with the lady, who did not contradié, 
by her difcourfe, the foft glances fhe had thrown at 
me. She took hold of my hand, and looking at my 

ring, 
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ring, faid, ‘* You have got a pretty diamond 
enough, but it is a very fmall one. Are you a 
connoilfeur in ftones ??? When] anfwered in the 
negative, “* J am forry for it (faid fhe) for you 
might have told me what this is worth.’? With 
thefe words, fhe fhewed me a large ruby on her 
finger, and while I examined it, added, ** An un- 
cle of mine, who was governor of the fpanifh 
colonies in the Philippine ifles, made me a prefent of 
this ruby, which the jewellers here in Valladolid 
value at three hundred piftoles.””  ‘* I believe it is 
well worth the money, (faid I) for it is extremely 
beautiful.’ Since you are pleafed witn it, (fhe 
replied) IT will make an exchange with you.” And 
_ immediately the pulled off my ring, and put her own 


on my little finger. Having made this exchange, | 


which I looked upon as a genteel way of making 
_a prefent, Camilla fqueezed my hand, and looked 
at me in the moft languifhing manner; then ftarting 
up abruptly, wifhed me good night, and withdrew 
in great confufion, as if fhe had been afhamed of dif- 
clofing her fentiments. 

Novice as 1 was in gallantry, I knew well enough 
how to interpret this precipitate retreat in my 
favour, and concluded that I fhould pafs my time 
very agreeably at their villa, Full of this flattering 
idea, and the profperous condition of my affairs, 
I locked myfelf in the chamber where I was to lie, 
after having ordered my fervant to come and wake 
me early in the morning; but inftead of going to 
‘reft, I gave a loofe to thofe agreeable reflections, 
which my portmanteau, that lay onthe table, and 
my ruby, infpired. Thank heaven! faid I to my- 
felf, if I have been unfortunate, I am no longer fo, 
On one fide a thoufand ducats ; a ring, worth three 
hundred piftoles, on the other! My finances will 


not - 


+ 
; 


GIL BLAS. 82 


& 
not be exhaufted in a hurry! I, fee now that Ma- 
juelo did not flatter me. I fhall inflame the hearts 
of a thoufand ladies at Madrid, fince I have made 
fuch an eafy conqueft of Camilla! The favours of 
that ‘generous lady prefented themfelves to my 
imagination, with all their charms ; and I antici- 
pated the diverfions that Don Raphael prepared . 
for me at his houfe in the country. In the midft 
cf thefe pleafing images, however, fleep did not 
fail to fhed his poppies over me; fo that, finding 
myfelf droufy, I undreffed, and went to bed. 

Next morning, when J awaked, I perceived that 
it was already late, and was a good deal furprized, 
that my valet did not appear in confequence of the 
order I had given him over night. Ambrofe, faid 
I to myfelf, my faithful Ambrofe, is either at 
church, or very lazy to-day. But I foon loft that 
Opinion of him, and conceived one much worfe ; — 
for getting up, and miffing my portmanteau, I 
fufpected him of having ftole it in the night, For 
further information, I opened the chamber-door, 
and called the hypocrite feveral times; at la{t, an 
old man hearing me, came and faid, ‘‘ What 
would you pleafe to have, Signior? all your people 
‘departed from my houfe long before day.”” ‘“ How! 
(cried I) your houfe! am Inot at prefent in the 
houfe of Don Raphael ?”” “* I don’t know who that 
gentleman is, (faid he) but you are in furnifhed 
Jodgings, and I am the landlord: laft night, an 
hour before your arrival, the lady who fupped along 
with you came hither, and hired this apartment for 
a great lord, who, fhe faid, travelled incognito ; 
and even paid me before-hand.”” 

I was no longer in the dark; I gueffed the 
charaéters of Camilla and Don Raphael, and con- 
cluded that my, fervant being perfectly well ac- 
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quainted with my affairs, had fold me to thefe 
fharpers, Inftead of afcribing this unlucky adven- 
ture to myfelf; and confidering that it would not 
have happened to me, had I not been fo indifcreet 
as to unbofom myfelf unneceffarily to. Majuele ; I 
imputed all to innocent fortune, and curfed my fate 
a thoufand times. The owner of the houfe, to 


whom I recounted the adventure, which, perhaps, — 
he knew.as well as I did, feemed affected with my | 


forrow, condoled me, and protefted that he was 
very much mortified to find that fuch a fcene had 
paffed in his houfe: but I believe, notwithftanding 
aJl his profeffions, he was as much concerned in 
the trick as my landlord at Burgos, to whom, how- 


ever, I have always attributed the honour of the | 


invention, 


CHAP. XVII. 


How Gil Blas beflowed bimfclf after the adventure of the 


ready -furnifbed lodging, ‘ ~ 


Aving heartily bewailed my misfortune, [. 
confidered, thatinftead of giving way to for-. 


row, I ought to animate myfelf againit mifchance ; 


and fummoning all my courage to my affiftance, 


faid to. myfelf, while I put on my cloaths, by way 
of confolation, Iam happy in that the rogues have 
not alfo carried off my apparel, and fome- ducats 

which I have ftill in my purfe: I gave them credit 

for this piece of civility, and fold my boots, which 
they had been generous enough to leave likewife, 

to my landlord, for one third of the money they 

had coft me. Then taking my leave of the ready- 

~“furnifhed lodging ; without having occafion, thank 
God! for any body to carry my baggage; the firft 

thing I did, was to go and fee whether or not my 
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mules were at the inn, where I alighted the pre- 
ceding night ; though I was of opinion that Am- 
brofe had not left them there ; and F with to God, 
my opinion of him had been always as juft; ‘for 
*they told me, he had taken care to fetchthem away 
that very evening: wherefore, laying my account 
with having feen the laft of them, as well as of my 
portmanteau, I ftroled about the ftreets in a me- 
‘-lancholy manner, mufing on what fhould be my 
next courfe. I was tempted to return to Burgos, 
and have recourfe to Donna Mencia once more ; 
but when IT reflected, that in fo doing I fhould 
abufe the generefity of the lady, and at the fame 
time be looked upon as a booby, I relinquifhed that 
thought, fwearing I fhould, for the future, be up- 
on my guard againft women ; and I believe, at 
that time, I fhould have miftrufted. the chafte Su- 
fanna. I caft my eyes, from time to time, upon 
my ring, and when I confidered that it was a pre- 
fent from Camilla, fighed with -vexation. Alas! 
-thought I, though I am noconnoiffeur in rubies, I 
“have too good reafon to know thofe who exchange 
‘them; and I believe it is not neceffary that I 
fhould go to a jeweller, to be perfuaded thas I am 1a 
fool. ‘ 

I was willing, however, to be informed of the 
w@th of my ring, and accordingly fhewed it to 
a lapidary, who valued it at three ducats, Though 
J was not furprized at this eftimation, I wifhed the 
niece of the governor of the Philippine ifles at the 
devil, or ra:her, only repeated the wifh, As I 
came out of the jeweller’s houfe, a young fellow, 
who was paffing, ftopt to eonfiderme. Not being 
able to recollect him at firft, although I had for- 

- merly been intimate with him, ‘“‘ How, Gil Blas! 
. (faid he) do you pretend ignorance of me, or have 
. two 
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two years altered the fon of barber Nunnez ( much, 
that you do not know him? don’t you remember 
Fabricius your companion and fchool-fellow, with 
whom you have fo often .difpured, at the houfe 
of doctor Godinez, upon predicables and metaphy- 
fical degrees ?"” 

I remembred him before he had done fpeaking, 
and we embraced one another with tranfport. 
«* My dear friend (continued he) how glad am I 
to meet thee! I can’t exprefs the joy J feel.---But, 
(added he, with an air of furprize) what do I fee ! 
egad ! thou art dreffed like a prince! a fine fword, 


filk ftockings, doublet and cloak of velvet embroi- 


dered with filver !---Odd’s nigers! this {mells ftrong 
of intrigues! I'll hold a wager, that thou fharett 
ithe bounty of fome liberal old lady.”” ** You are 
miftaken, (faid I) my affairs are not fo flourithing 
as you imagine.’’ ‘* Pfhaw, pthaw, (replied he) 


you affect to be a clofe fellow; that fine ruby on. 


your finger, Mr. Gil Blas, whence comes that, I 
pray you ?’’ “ It comes (faid 1) from an arrant 
jade. Fabricius, my dear Fabricius, far from being 
.in vogue among the women at Valladolid, know 
that Iam a moft ridiculous dupe.”’ 

1 pronounced thefe laft words fo ruefully, that 
Fabricius was convinced of my having been im- 
pofed upon, in fome fhape or other; and psefed 


plaining of the fair-fex. I was eafily prevailed 
upon to fatisfy his curiofity ; but as my ftory was 
pretty long, and, befides, we had no intention of 
patting in a hurry, we went into a publick houfe, 
that we might converfe together more at our ea(e ; 
and there, while we breakfafted, I recounted to 
him all that had happened to me, fince my depar- 
tare from Oviedo, He thought my adventures 

2 were 


| 


me to tell him what were my reafons for com- , 
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were extremely odd, and after having affured me, 
that he very much fympathized with me, in my 
prefent unlucky fituation, faid, ‘‘ We muft confole 
ourfelves, my child, as well as we can, for all the 
misfortunes of life. When a manof fpirit is unlucky, 
he waits with patience for-a more favourable con- 
junture. One fhould never, as Cicero fays, let 
himfelf be fo much dejected as to forget that he is a 
man, Formy own part, lam of that very difpofition : 
my misfortunes have not been able to overwhelm 
me, becaufe I am always above the caprice of fate. 
For inftance, I loved a girl of fome fafhion at Ovi- 
edo, who had a tendre for me; I afked her in mar- 
riage, of her father, and he refufed me. Another, 
on this occafion, would have died of grief: but I . 
(admire the force of genius) carried off-the dear 
creature: as fhe was paffionate, thoughtlefs and 
vain, pleafure, of confequence, always determined 
her to the prejudice of duty.. I led her a dance for 
fix months, through the kingdom of Gallicia, from 
whence, asI had given her a taite for travelling, 
fhe was defirous of going to Portugal ; but thought 


‘proper to choofe a new conductor: here was 


another fubject of defpair ; but for all that, I did 
not fink under the weight of it, and wifer than 
Menelaus, inftead of declaring war againft the Paris 
who had ftole my Helen, I thought myfelf very 
much obliged to him, for having rid my hands. of 
her. Afterwacds being unwilling to return to the 
Afturias, that I might avoid all expoftulation with 
juftice, I advanced into the kingdom of Leon, 
fpending, from town to town, the remainder of 
the money 1 had carried off with my infanta ; for 
we had quitted Oviedo with the full hand ; and ar- 
rived at Palencia witha folitary ducat, out of which 
J was obliged to buy a pat of thoes; fo that the 

Vor. I. I remains 
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remaining part could not laft much longer: my 
Gtuation became very perplexing, and I was even 
reduced to avery ftri@ regimen: there was no time 
to be loft, I refolved to go to fervice, and hired. 
myfelf to a great woollen-draper, whofe fon was 
an accomplifhed rake, Here, though I found an 
afylum againft hunger, Iwas nota little embaraffed> 
for the father ordered me to be a fpy upon the fon ; 
and the fon intreated me to affift him in cheating 
the father. Being obliged to determine, I pre~ 
ferred the intreaty to the command; and that 
preference coft me my place. I afterwards wene 
into the fervice of:an old painter, who would have 
taught me, through friendthip, the principles of 
his art ; in the demonftration of which, howeves, 
I was almoft famifhed. This gave me a diiruft for 
painting, and a difrelith for Palencia, at the fame 
time ; and coming to Valladolid, by the greateft 
good fortune in the world, I got into the family of 
one of the dire@tors of the hofpital, where I now 
live perfe€tly happy. Signior Manuel Ordonnez, 
my matter, is a man of profound piety, who walks 
with his eyes always fixed on the ground, and a 
large rofary in hishand. They fay, that from his 
youth, having nothing in view but the funds of the 
poor, he attached himfelf to them with indefatigable 
zeal; and accordingly his cares have not been ill 
tequited ; every thing profperg withhim, Whata 
bleifing it is, that he has made himfelf rich, in 
managing the affairs of the poor !"’ 

Fabricius having harrangued in this manner, “ I 
am very glad (faid Ito him) to find thee fo well 
fatisfied with thy condition: but, between you and 
me, I think you might play a more honourable part 
in the world.” ‘* You are miftaken Gil Blas, 
(anfwered a ee is ho Gituation in life more 
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agreeable to one of my humonr, than that which I 
now enjoy : the employment of a lacquey is trouble- 
fome, I own, to a filly fellow; but to a lad of 
fpirit, it is full of charms. A fuperior genius that 
goes to fervice, does not cdnfine himfelf to the 
menial circumftances of his duty, like a fimpleton : 
he goes into a family to command rather than obey : 
he begins by ftudying his mafter, he accommodates 
himfelf .to his foibles, gains his canfidence, and 
then leads him by the nofe. °Tis thus that I have 
behaved towards my direftor. I foon difcovered 
his hypocrify, and perceived that he wanted to pafs 
for a perfon of great fanctity: I pretended to be 
his dupe; that cofts nothing. I did more, I imi- 
eated him, and ating .in his prefence, the fame 
farce that he plays before others, I deceived the 
deceiver, and am, by degrees, become his faéo- 
tum. Under his aufpices, I hope one day to ‘be 
gfoncerned in the affairs of the poor ; in which cafe, 
I may chance to mae my fortune too, for 1 find 
myfelf as well inclined towards them, as he can be’ 
for his heart.”’ 

‘* Thefe are fine hopes, (replied I) my ‘dear 
Fabricius: I congratulate thee upon thy profpeét ; 
and for my own part, wil have recourfe to my 
former fcheme : convert my embroidered habit into 
‘a Caffock, repair to Salamanca, and lifting myfelf 
under the banners of the wniverfity, perform the 
office of a tuter.’” “ A fine projet truly! (cried 
Fabricius) an agreeable whim! what a fool wouldft 
thou be, to turn pedant at thy age! Doeft thou 
know, wretch ! what thou art about to do? Soon 
as thou fhalt be employed, the whole family will 
have their eyes on thee, and all thy aétions will be 
f{crupuloufly examined : thou muft be eternally under 
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conftraint, cloath thyfelf with hypocrify, and ap- 
pear poticifed of every virtue. ‘Thou wilt not have 
amoment to beftow upon thy pleafures. Like a 
perpetual cenfor of thy pupil, thou muft pafs the 
day in teaching him Latin, and ‘in rebuking him, 
when he fhallfay or do any thing amifs: and after 
fo much labour and conftraint, what .will be the 
fruit of thy cares? If the little gentleman wants 
capacity, it will be faid, that thou -haft not gi- 
ven him- good education; and his parents will 
turn thee away, without any recompence, per- 
haps, even without paying thy appointments, 
Don't therefore talk to me of a preceptor’s poft, 
which is like a benefice with cure of fouls: but 
commerid me to the employment of a lacquey, 
which is a fimple benefice, encumbered with no 
charge. When a matter has vices, a fuperior genius 
in his fervice will flatter them, and often turn them 
to its advantage. A footman lives in a good family, 
without the Icaft difquiet ; for after having eaten 
and drank his belly-full, he fleeps like the fon of-a 
lord, and gives himfelf no trouble about either baker 
or butcher. 

“¢ I fhould never ha’ done, child, (continued he) 
was Ito recount aj the advantages of footmen. 
Take my advice Gil Blas, quit for ever the defign 
of becoming tutor, and follow my example.”’ 
“ Yes; but, Fabricius, (faid I) one does not 
always meet with directors; and if I fhould 
refolve to turn lacquey, I fhould, at leaft, chufe 
to be well fettled.”” ‘* Oh! you are in the right, 
(faid he) that fhall be my bafinefs: I will in- 
fure thee a good. place, if it was for no other 
reafoa, than to fnatch a pretty fellow from the 
univerfity,.” , . 

The 
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The approaching mifery with which I was 
threatned, and the air of fatisfa&tion that appeared 
im Fabricius, perfuading me more than his reafons, 
I determined to go to fervice: whereupon leaving 
the publick houfe, my companion faid, ‘* I will 
condu@ you to the houfe of a perfon, who is 
confulted by almoft all the footmen out of place : 
he has fpies who inform him of what happens in all 
families ; he knows where fervants are wanted, 
and keeps an exa& regifter not only of the vacant 
places, but even of the good and bad ‘qualities 
of mafters: he is one who was formerly a friar 
in fome convent or other; and, in fhort, ‘twas 
he who recommended me to the place J now 
enjoy.” : 

While we converfed about fach a fingular office 
of: intelligence, the fon ‘of barber Nunnez carried 
me into a blind alley, and we entered a little houfe, 
where we found a man about fifty years old, writing 
at atable. We faluted him very refpeéfully ; but 
whether he was naturally proud, or accuftomed to 
fee lacquies and coachmen only, he had contracted 
an habit of receiving people cavalierly, and did 
not rife from his feat, but contented himfelf with 
making a flight inclination of the head. He 
looked hard at me, however, and I could eafily 
perceive he was very much furprifed that a young 
man, dreffed in embroidered velvet, fhould want 
to turn valet ; he had more reafon to think I was 
come to be provided with one: but he did not con- 
tinue long in fufpence, with regard to my in- 
tention ; for Fabricius accofting him at once, 
faid, ‘* Signior Arias de Londonna, give me 
feave to prefent one of my beft friends to you: 
he is a young man of a good family, whom mis- 
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fortunes have reduced to the neceffity of going 
to fervice. Pray inform him of a good place, 
and depend upon his gratitude.’” ‘* Gentlemen, 
(aniwered Arias, coldly) this is the manner of 
you all: before you are fixed, you make the 
nneft promures in the world, but once you’ are 
well fettled, you think no more of them,’” ‘* How ! 
(replied Fabricius) do you complain of me? have 
not I done honourably by you?’ ‘* You might 
-have done better fill, (faid Arias) your place 
is worth a clerk’s employment; and you have 


paid me as if I had introduced you to the houfe. 


ot an author.’’ Here 1 interpofed, and -told 
Signior Arias, that, to. fhew him [ was not un- 
giateful, my acknowledgement. fhould precede his 
fervice ; at the fame time, taking out two ducats, 
I put them into his hand; with a promife, that I 


would not ftop there, provided I thould find myfel€. 


in a good family, 

He feemed pleafed with my behaviour, and 
{aid he loved to be treated in that manner: 
‘‘ There are (continued he) excelient pofts va- 
cant, which I will mention in order that you 
may chufe ene that is to youriiking.’ Sa faying, 
he put on his fpectacles, opened a regifter, which 
lay on the table, turned over fome leaves, and 
began to read as follows: ‘* A lacquey is wanted 
fur captain Torbellino, a pafionate, cruel, whim- 
fical man, who grumbles inceffantly, f{wears, beats 
and, commonly, maims: his fervants.’” ‘© Let 
us pafs on to another, (cried I, at that pidture) 
that captain is not to my taite,” > Arias {miled 
at my vivacity, and proceeded in this manner; 
“ Denna Manuela of Sandoval, a-fuperannuated 
widew, full of peevillinefs and capr ine, has, at pre- 
. Kent, 
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fent, never a footeman: fhe keeps but one for erdi- 
mary, and him never a whole day. ‘There has 
been one livery fuit in the houfe thefe ten years, 
which ferves all valets who enter, of what fize and 
fhape foever they may be: but it may be faid they 
only try it on; for it is {till as good as new, al- 
though it has been worn by two thoufand lacquies. 
Doétor Alvar Fannez, a phyfician and chymitt, 
wants a fervant: his domeiticks are well fed, hands 
fomely entertained, and have, moreover, great 
wages ; but he tries experiments upon them, with 
his medicines, and there are often vacant places in 
his houfe.”” ; 

“© Oh! I believe it, (cried Fabricius, laughing) 
upon my confcience, you fhew us abundance of fine 
places.” ‘* Have patience, (faid Arias de Lon- 
donna) we have not yet done ; there are fome that, 
Iam fure, will pleafe you.”” Then he continued 
to read in thefe terms, ‘* Donna Alfonfa de Solis, 
an old devotee, who fpends two thirds of the day 
at church, and infifts upon her footman’s being 
always along, with her, has not had .a lacquey | 
thefe three weeks. “The licenciate Sedillo, an old 
canon of the chapter of this city, yefterday, in the 
evening, turned away his footman.”’’ ‘* Halt there, 
Signicr Arias de Londonna, (cried Fabricius, in 
this place) we will ftick to this laft poft. The 
licentiate Sedillo is one of my miafter’s friends, 
with whom I am perfectly well acquainted: I know 
that he has for houfekeeper an old devotee called 
Dame Jacinta, who difpofes of every thing in the 
houfe: it is one of the beft families in VWalladolid,~ 
for a fervant who loves a quiet life and good chear: 
befides, the canon is old and infirm, very much 
fubjeét to the gout, and will foon make his will ; 
- fo. 
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fo that there is room to hope for a geod legacy- 
What a charming profpe€ for a footman ? Gil Blas, 
(added he, ‘turning towards me) let us lofe no 
time, my lad, but go inftantly to the houfe of the 
licentiate, where I will myfelf prefent you, and 
anfwer forthy character.”” At thefe words, for 


fear of lofing fuch a fair opportunity, we took our | 


leave, in ahurry, of Signior Arias, who affured me 
for my money, that if I thould be baulked of this 
place, I might depend upon his recommending me 
to one as good, 
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CHAP. I. 


Fabricius condu&is Gil Blas, and introduces bim to the 
Licentiate Sedillo; the fituation of this canon; a deferip- 
tion of bis boufskeeper. 


| E were fo much afraid of coming too 
late, that we made but one leap from 


the alley to the houfe of the old licen- 

tiate. We knocked at the door, which was opened. 
by a girl ten years old, who paffed for the houfe- 
keeper's niece, in fpite of fcandal ; and afking if 
the canon could be fpoke with, Dame “Jacinta ap- 
peared: fhe wasa perfen already arrived at the 
age of difcretion, but ftill handfome ; and, in par- 
ticular, I admired the frefhnefs of her complexion. 
She wore a long gown of coarfe ftuff, with a large 
leathern girdle, from one fide of which hung a 
é . bunch 
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bunch of keys, and from the other a rofary of great 
beads. As foon as we perceived her, we bowed 
with profound refpe&, and fhe returned the falute 
very civilly, but with a modeft deportment and 

downcatt eyes. 
‘© Having underftood (faid my comrade to her) 
that mafter licentiate Sedillo has occafion for an 
honeft valet, I am come to prefent one, with whom, 
I hope, he will be fatisfied.””, The houfekeeper, at 
thefe words, lifting her eyes, furveyed me with 
‘attention, and, not being able to reconcile my em- 
broidery with the difcourfe of Fabricius, afked if it 
‘was ¥ who wanted the vacant place, ‘* Yes, (faid 
the fon of Nunnez) itis this young man, who, 
notwithftanding his appearance, has met with mis- 
fortunes that oblige him to go to fervice. But he 
will foon forget his mifhaps, (added he, with ay 
infinuating air) if he has the happinefs to come into 
this family, and live with the virtuous Jacinta, 
who deferves to be houfekeeper to the patriarch of 
the Indies.” At thefe words, this pious govero- 
ante moved her eyes from me, to confider the 
polite perfon who fpoke, and, ftruck with his 
features, which were not altogether unknown to 
her, “ I have (faid the) a confufed notion of having 
feen you fomewhere ; pray affift my recolleétion.” 
“© Chafte Jacinta, (anfwered Fabricius) I am proud 
of having attracted your notice: I have been twice 
in this houfe, with my mafter Signior Manuel Or- 
donnez, dire€tor of the hofpital.”” ** Ha! you're 
in the right, (replied the houfekeeper) I remember 
jt very well, and recolle€&t your face. Ah! fince 
you belong to Signior Ordonnez, you muft be a lad 
of worth and honefty: your place proclaims your 
virtue ; and this young man could not have a better 
Fecommendation,;'(Come, (added asst I will bring 
you 
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you to fpeak with Signior Sedillo, who, ¥ be- 
Keve, will be very glad to have a fervant of your 
prefenting.’” 

We followed her accordingly. The cancn lodged 
Gn the ground-floor, which confifted of four rooms 
well wainfcotted ; in one cf which, the defired us 
to wait alittle, while fhe went into the next, where 
the licentiate was. After the had ftaid with him 
fome time, in order to give him his cue, fhe came 
and cold us, that we might go in. We perceived 


the old goutified canon buried, as it were, in an ~ 


elbow-chair, with pillows under his head and arms, 
and his legs fupported on a large down cuthion, 
While we approached him, we did not (pare bows ; 
‘and Fabricius being itill fpokefman, not only 
repeated what he had faid of. me to the houfekeeper, 
but likewife extolled my merit, and enlarged, 
chiefly, on the honour whichI had acquired in phi- 
lofophical difputes, while I was with dottor Godi- 
nez; asif it was neceffary, that acanon’s footinan 
fhould be a profound philofopher. Neverthelefs, 
this fine elogium that he beftowed on me, did not 
fail to caft a mift before the eyes of the licentiate, 
who obferving, befides, that I was not difagreeable 
to Dame Jacinta, faid tomy recommender, “ Friend, 
I take into my fervice the young man whom thou 
haft brought. Iam fatisfied and conceive a favour 
able opinion of his morals, fince he is prefented 
by a domeftic of my good friend Signior Or- 
donnez.”” 

As foon as Fabricius faw that I was engaged, he 
made a low bow to the canon, another ftill lower 
to the governante, and withdrew, very well fatis- 
fied, after having whifper’d to me that we fhould 
fee one another often, and that I had nothing to do 
but fay where I was.---When he was gone, the 

licentiate 
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licentiate afked my name, and reafons for leaving 
my native country ; and by thefe queftions engaged 
me, in prefence of Dame Jacinta, to recount my 
ftory. Vhey were both very much diverted, efpe- 
cially with the account of my laft adventure, Ca- 
milla and Don Raphael tickling them fo much, that 
it was hike to have coft the old canon his life ; for 
while he laughed with all his force, he was feized 
with fuch a violent fit of coughing, that I imagin- 
ed it would have been his laft, As he had not yet 
made his will, you may eafily guefs how his houfe- 
keeper was alarmed ; trembling and aftonifhed fhe 
ran to the affiftance of the good man, rubb’d his 
forehead, and clapp’d him on the back, as is prace 
tifed with children when they have the chin-cough, 
However, this was but a falfe alarm: the old man 
ceafed to cough, and his governante to torment 
him ; and I would have finifhed my ftory, had not 
Dame Jacinta, who dreaded another fit, oppofed it, 
and carried me out of the canon’s chamber into a 
wardrobe, ‘where, among feveral fuits' of cloaths, 
was that of my predeceffor. “This fhe made me 
put on, and leave my own in its room, which I 
was not forry to preferve, in hopes that it would 
ftill be of ufe to me. After which we went to pre- 

pare dinner, | 
‘I was not a novice in the art of dreffing victuals, 
having ferved a happy apprenticcfhip under Dame 
Leonarda, who might have paffed for a good cook: 
fhe was not, however, comparable to Dame Ja- 
cinta, who, for aught I know, would have gain- 
ed the palm from the cook of the archbifhop of To- 
edo. She excefied in every thing: her foups were 
exquifite, on account of her art in chufing and 
mixing the different kinds of gravy, of which they 
were compofed ; and her hashies were feafoned 
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in fuch a manner, as.rendered them extfemely 
agreeable to the palate.---When dinner was ready, 
we returned into the canon’s chamber, where, while 
I laid the cloth on a table fet.juft by his elbow- 
chair, the houfekeeper tucked a napkin under the old 
man’s chin, and tied it over his fhoulders. In a 
moment after I brought in a mefs of porridge, that 
_- wight have been prefented to the moft celebrated 
= dire@tor of Madrid ; and two courfes,which would 
-, have ftimulated the fenfuality of a viceroy, had 
_ not Dame Jacinta been fparing of her fpices, for 
fear of inflaming the gout of the licentiate.---At 
S ate of thefe delicate difhes, my old mafter, whom 
Ee believed impotent in all, his members, fhewed 
4 me, that he had not as yet loft intirely the ufe | 
‘Of his.arms: he helped to difencumber himfelf 
of his pillows, and chearfully prepared himfelf for 
_ -€ating.---Tho’ his hand fhook, it did not refufe 
: its fervice, but went and came with great expe- 
dition, in fuch a manner, however, that it fpilt 
upon the table-cloth and napkin one half of what ~ 
was intended -for his mouth ---I took away the 
foup when he-had done with. ir, and brought in 
a roaited partridge, flanked with two quails, which 
Dame Jacinta carved for him.--She took care alfo — 
to make him drink frequently large draughts of 
Wine, a little diluted in a large and-deep filver” 
cup, which fhe held to his mouth, as if he had 
been a child of fifteen months,----He fell tooth 
and nail upon his courfe, and did no lefs honour 
to the birds than he had done to the porridge 3 
and when he had ftuffed himfelf to the tongue; 
the devotee untied his napkin, replaced his pil- 
lows, and left him in quiet to take his afternoon’s 
Rap .in his chair; while we, having uncovered the 
table, went to dinner in our.turn, | a 
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In this manner did our canon dine every day, 
who, for aught I know, was the greateft glutton 
of the whole chapter.---Tho’ his fupper was com- 
monly more flight, confifting, for the moft part, 
of a pullet and fome conferves, I fed well in this 
honufe, and lived a very peaceable life, having only 
ene grievance, which was no other than being 
obliged to watch my mafter, and pafs the whole 
night like a nurfe.---Befides a retention of urine, 
which obliged him to afk for his chamber-pot ten 
times in an hour, he was fubje& to profufe fweats, 
and when thefe happened, it was my bufinefs to 
fhife him. ‘* Gik Blas, (faid he, the fecond night) 
thou haft activity and addrefs; and I forefee that 
¥ thall be very well pleafed with thy fervice.---I 
recommend to thee, above all things, te behave 
thyfelf refpe@fully towards Dame Jacinta: the is 
a wench who has ferved me thefe fifteen years with 
a fingular zeal, and takes fuch care of my perfon, 
that 1 can never enough fhew my gratitude: — 
wherefore I own the is more dear to me than all 
my relations. For the love of her I have turned 
out of doors my nephew, my own fifter’s fon, who 
paid no refpe€ to the poor girl ; and, far from 
doing juftice to the fincere attachment fhe has fot 
me, the infolent boy treated her as an hypocrite ; 
4cr in this age all virtue appears hypocrify to young 
people.---Thank heaven ! I have got rid of the 
fcoundrel : I prefer the love that is manifefted fot 
me, to all the ties of blood, and am fway’d only 
by the benefits I receive.” ----°* You ate in thé 
right, fir, (faid I to the licentiate :) gratitude ought 
to have more weight with us than the laws of fa- | 
ture,” “ Donbtlefs (he replied 3) and people will 
fce, by my laft will, that J have no regard for my 
telations, My houfekeeper will have a geod thare, 
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and thou fhalt not be forgot, provided that thou 
goeft on to ferve me, as thou haft begun. The 
footman, whom I turned away yefterday, has lo& 
a good legacy by his own folly: if that paultry 
fellow had not, by his mifbehaviour, obliged me 
to difmifs him, I would have made his fortune ; 
but he was a proud coxcomb, who was deficient 
in his refpe@ for Dame Jacinta ; and an idle raf- 
cal, who dreaded the fmalleft trouble,-----He, 
forfooth, did not love to watch over me; and 
look'd upon it as a great fatigue to (pend the night 
in contributing to my eafe.”’ “ Ah, the wretch! 


. (cried I, as if the genius of my friend had infpired 


me) he was not worthy of living with fuch an 
honourable mafter |. A lad who has the happinefs 
of appertaining unto you, ought to be indefatiga- 
bie in his zeal: he ought to make a pleafure of hie 
duty, and not think himfelf fatigued, even when 
he {weats blood and water for your fervice.’” - 

_ | perceived that thefe words were very agreeable 
to the licentiate, who was no lefs fatisfied with the 


,affurance I gave him, of being always perfectly 


gefigned te the will of Dame Jacinta. Willing 
therefore to pafs for a valet whom fatigue could 
not difpirit, I did my duty with the beft grace I . 


could affume, and never complained of being up 


all night; a circumftance which, however, I found 
very difagreeable ; and had it not been for the le- 
gacy with which I fed my hopes, I thould have 
been very foon difgufted with my condition. ---In- 
deed I flept fome hours in the day-time; and the 
governante, to do her juftice, had a good deal o 
regard for me.---This muft be afcribed to the care 
I took in gaining her good graces, by the moft 
-complaifant and refpe&tful behaviour; when I was 
at table with her and her niece, whofe name was 
K 2 Inefilia, 
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Inefilla, I fhifted their plates, filled wine, and 
ferved them with a moft particular attention ; by 
which means I infinuated myfelf into their friend- 
fhip. One day, while Dame Jacinta was gone out 
to market, feeing myfelf alone with Inefilla, I 
began to converfe with her, and afked if her fa- 
ther and mother were ftill alive. “ O! not at 
all, (anfwered fhe) they are dead long---long ago : 
---my good aunt told me fo.---As for my own 
part, I never faw them.”* I fincerely believed the 
little girl, tho’ her anfwer was not categorical ; 
and put her into fuch a humour of talking, that 
the told me more of the matter than I wanted 
to know.---She informed me, or rather I gathered 
from her artlefs chat, that her good aunt had a 
very good friend, who lived likewife with an old 
canon, whofe temporalities he managed ; and that 
thefe happy domefticks expected to join the pillage 
of their matters. by a marriage, the fweets of which 
they tafted beforehand. I have already obferved, 
that Dame Jacinta, tho’ fomewhat fuperannuated, 
‘had ftill a frefhnefs of complexion, True, indeed, 
fhe fpared.nothing to preferve it ; for, befides a 
glyfter, which fhe took every morning, fhe fwal- 
_ lowed during the day, and when fhe went to bed, 
fome excellent jellies of her own compofing, 
and flept foundly all night, while I watched my 
mafter : but that which, perhaps, contributed more 
than any thing to preferve her colour from fading, 
was an iffue, which Inefilla told me fhe had in 
each leg. 
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CHAP. I. 
In what manner the canon was treated when be fell fick * 
---tbe confequence of it ; and the legacy whtch be left 
_ to Gil Bias. 


‘Served the licentiate Sedillo three months with- 
out complaining of the bad nights he made me 
pafs ; at the end of which time he fell fick of a fe- 


ver, and felt his gout increafed by the pain which 


it occafioned ; fo that, for the firft time in his life, 
which had been long, he had recourfe to phy&- 
cians, and fent for doctor Sangrado, whom all Val- 
ladolid looked upon as another Hippocrates, Dame 
Jacinta would have been better pleafed, if the ca- 
mon had begun by making his will, and even dropt 
fome hints on the fubje& ; but, befides that he 


7s did not believe himfelf near his end, in fome cer- 


tain things: he was extremely obftinate: I there- 
fore went in fearch of Dr. Sangrado, and brought 
him to the houfe, He was a tall, meagre, pale 


: man, who had kept the fhears of Clotho employed 


during forty years at leaft.--/This learned phyfi- 


cian had a very folemn appearance, weighed his - 


difcourfe, and gave an emphafis to his expreffions : 
his reafoning was Reece, and his opinions 
extremely fingular. ' 

After having examined the fymptoms of my 
mafter’s difeafe, he faid to him, with a very phy- 
fical air, ‘‘ The bufinefs here is to fupply the de- 
fe& of perfpiration, which is obftructed: others, 
in my place, would, doubtlefs, prefcribe faline 
draughts, diuretics, diaphoretics, and fuch medi- 


- eines as abound with mercury and fulphur ; but 


cathartics and fudorifics are pernicious drugs, and 
all the preparations of chymiftry are.only calculat- 
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ed to do mifchief: for my own part, I practife a 
method more fimple, and more fure.---Pray, what 
is your ordinary diet?’’ “* My ufual food (re- 
plied the canon) is broth and juicy meat.°’---- 
*‘ Broth and juicy meat! (cried the doétor, fur- 
prized) truly, I do not wonder to find you fick : 
fuch delicious vi€tuals are poifoned pleafures, and 
{nares that luxury fpreads for mankind, in order to 
ruin them the more effe€tually. You muft -re- 
nounce all palatable food: the moft falutary is 
that which is moft infipid ; for as the blood is in- 
fipid, it requires fuch victuals as partake moft of 
its own nature,---And do you drink wine ? (added 
he.’’) “ Yes, (faid the licentiate) wine diluted.”’ 
---“* O! diluted as much as you pleafe, (replied 
the phyfician :) hes an irregularity is here! what 
a frightful regimen ! you ought to have been dead 
long ago. How old are you, pray?’ ‘* I am go- 
ing in my fixty-ninth year, (replied the canon.”’) 


~---** Right, (faid the phyfician,) an early old age © 


is always the fruit of intemperance. If you had 
drank nothing elfe than pure water all your life, 
and had been fatisfied with fimple nourifhment, 
fuch as boil’d apples, for example, you would not 
now be tormented with the gout, and all your 
limbs would perform their fundtjions with eafe, I 
do not defpair, however, of fetting you to rights 
again, provided you be wholly refigned to my di- 
rections.” 
The kcentiate having promifed to obey him in 
- all things, Sangrado fent me for a furgeon, whom 
he named, and ordered him to take from my matter 
- fix good porringers of blood, as the firft effort, in 
order to fupply. the want of perfpiration. Then he 
faidjto the furgeon, ‘‘ Mafter Martin Onnez, re- 
vturh in three.hours, and take as much more ; and 
repeat 
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repeat the fame evacuation to-morrow. It is a 
grofs error to think that blood is neceffary for the 
prefervation of life: a patient cannot be blooded 


too much ; for as he is obliged to perform no con- 


fiderable motion or exercife, but, juft only to 
breathe, he has no more occafion for blood than a 


-‘man who is afleep ; life, in both, confifting in the 


pulfe and refpiration only.’’ The doétor having 
ordered frequent and copious evacuations of this 
kind, he told us, that we muft make the canon 
drink warm water inceffantly ; affuring us, that 
water, drank in abundance, was the true fpecific 
in all diftempers whatever. And when he went 
away, he told Dame Jacinta and me, with an air 
of canfidence, that he would anfwer for his pa- 
tient’s life, provided we would treat him in the 
manner he had prefcribed. The governante, who 
pofibly thought otherwife of his method, pro- 


tefted that it fhould be followed with the utmoft 


exactnefs, Accordingly we fet about warming wa- 
ter with all difpatch ; and as the phyfician had re- 
commended to us, above all things, not to be too 
fparing of it, we made my mafter“drink, for the 
firft dofe, two or three pints, at as many draughts. 
An hour after we repeated it, and returning to the 
charge, from time to. time, overwhelmed his fto- 


"mach with a deluge of water: the furgeon fecond- 
_ ing us, on the other hand, by the quantity of blood 


which he drew from him, in lefs than two days 
the old canon was reduced to extremity. 

This good prieft being quite fpent, faid to me 
with a feeble voice, as I prefented him with a large 
glafs of the fpecific, ‘‘ Hold, Gil Blas, give me no 
more of it, my friend: I fee plainly that I muft 


_ die, in fpite of the virtues of water ; and though 


there is fcarce a drop of blood left in my Lody, I 
, don’t 
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don’t find myfelf a whit the better ; which is a 
plain proof, that the moft expert phyfician in the 
world cannot prolong our days, when their fatal 
period is arrived: go therefore, and fetch a no- 
tary, for I want to make my will.” At thefe laft 
words,which I was not forry to hear, I affected to 
feem melancholy, and concealing the defire I had 
to execute his commiffion, “‘ Well, but, Sir, (faid 
I) you are not yet fo low, thank ‘God, but that 
you may recover.” ‘* No, no, child, (replied he) | 
it is all over with me: I feel the gout mounting 
upwards, and death approaching. Make hafte, 
‘therefore, and do as I bid thee.’ I perceived, 
. fure enough, that he changed vifibly, and the affair 
appeared fo urgent, that I went out as faft as pof- . 
fible to fulfil his orders ; leaving with him Dame 
Jacinta, who was more afraid than I that he would 
die inteftate. Y went into the houfe of the firft 
notary I was direGed to, and finding him at home, 
** Sir, (faid 1) the licentiate Sedillo, my mafter, 
draws towards his end, and wants to have his laft 
will made ; fo that there i is not a moment to lofe.”’ 
The notary, who was a brifk old man, arid took 
delight in rallying, afked what phyfician attended 
the canon ; I anfwered, do€tor Sangrado.----At 
that name, feizing his hat and cloak in a hurry, 
~*€ Zooks! (cried he) let us make hafte ; for the 
dogtor is fo expeditious, that he feldom gives his 
patients time to fend for notaries: that man has 
choufed me out of a great many jobbs.”” 

So faying, he followed me with great eagernefs, 
and while we walked together at.a good pace, that 
we might arrive before he fhould be .at the laft 
gafp, ‘‘ Sir, (faid I to him) you know that a tefta- 
tor at the point of death is apt to forget things: 

now, if my matter, fhould mot remember me, I 
beg 
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“beg you will remind him of my Zeal and attach- 
ment.” “ That Iwill, my child: (replied the lit- 


tle notary) thou mayeft depend upon me for that. | 


I will even advife him to give thee fomething con- 
fiderable ; let him be never fo little difpofed to re- 
_ ward thy fervice.’” The licentiate, when we came 
into his chamber, had ftill the ufe of his fenfes, 
and Dame Jacinta, who was with him, her vifage 
bathed‘in tears, which fhe had at command, had 
play’d her part, and befpoke the good man’s be- 
nevolence. So that fhe and I left the notary alone 
with him, and went into the antichamber, where 
“meeting the furgeon whom the doéor had fent to 
make one evacuation more, we ftopt him. “ Held, 
Mr. Martin, (faid the governante) you cannot go 
‘into Signior Sedillo’s chamber at -prefent ; he is 
ditating his laft will to a notary who is with him ; 
when ‘that is done, you fhall have leave to do your 
 office,”’ ie 
This pious gentlewoman and I were much a- 
fraid, that the licentiate would die before his will 
could be finithed: but, happily for us, the deed 
~ that occafioned our difquiet, was executed ; and 
the notary finding-me in his way, as he came out, 


‘ clapped me on the fhoulder, faying, with a {mile,. 


** Gil Blas is not forgotten.’ Thefe words in- 
{pired me with exceffive joy ; and I thought myfelf 
fo much obliged to my mafter for having remem- 
bered me, that I promifed to pray with all my 
heart for his foul, after his death, which foon hap- 
, pened ; far the furgeon having blooded him again, 
the poor old man, who.was but too much exhauft- 
ed before, expired almoft during the operation. 
As he breathed his laft fighs, the phyfician came 


in, and looked very foolith, notwithftanding his. 


long practice of difpatching patients. Neverthelefs, 
far 
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far from imputing the canon’s death to his watry 
draughts and evacuations; he obferved as he went 
out, with an air of indifference, that the patient 
had not loft blood enough, nor drank a fufficient 
quantity of warm water, While the executioner 
of this fublime art, I mean the furgeon, feeing alfo, 
that there was no more occafion for his office, fol- 

lowed doftor Sangrado, 
As foon as the breath went out of our‘patron’s 
body, Dame Jacinta, Inefilla, and I, raifed a con- 
cert of mournful cries which were heard all over the 
neighbourhood : the governante efpecially, who had 
the greateft caufe ta rejoice, uttered fuch doleful 
accents, that one would have thought fhe was the 
moft affli€ted perfon upon earth ; and the chamber 
was inftantly filled with people drawn thither, 
more out of curiofity than compaffion. The rela- 
tions of the deceafed, no.foener learned the news of 
his death, than they poured into the houfe, to feal 
‘up every thing; and found the houfekeeper in fuch 
afMfliGtion, that they imagined at firft, the canon had 
mot made his will: bur they foon underftood that 
there was one fanétioned by al] the ufual formalities ; 
-which when they came_to open, and faw that the 
teftator had difpofed of his beft effe&s in favour of 
Dame Jacinta and the little girl, they made his 
funeral fpeech in terms not much to the honour of 
-his memory: they pronounced an elogium on the 
devotee at the fame time, and even beftowed fome 
“ptaifeson me, who, I muttown, deferved fome at 
their hands: for the licentiate (reft his foul!) in 
-order to make me remember him as long as J live, 
explained himfelf in an article of his will, with 
regard to me in this manner,---“‘ Item, as Gil Blas 
is a young man of fome underftanding already, in | 
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order to compleat his learning, I leave to him my 
library, all my books and manufcripts without | 
exception,”” | | 

“ I could not conceive where this pretended library 
could be, having never perceived any fuch thing m 
the houfe, 1 knew only of a few papers, with 
five or fix volumes that ftood upon a fhelf in my . 
mafter’s clofet, and thefe were my legacy, Tho* 
the books could not be of any great fervice to me, 
one being intitled, The Compleat Houfewife x 
another treated of, Indigeftion and the Method of 
Cure; the reft were, The four Parts of the Brevi. 
ary, which the moths had almoft confumed. With 
regard to the manufcripts, the moft curious con« 
_ tained all the proceedings of a law-fuit in which he 

was once engaged, for his prebend. After having 
examined the legacy with more attention than it 
deferved, I left it to the relations’ who envied me 
fo much. I gave them back the very cloaths I 
wore, and refamed my own; claiming my wages 
only, as the fruit of my fervice ; and refolving to 
feek a place elfewhere. As for Dame Jacinta, be- 
fides the money which was left to her, the was 
in poffeffion of fome valuable effects, which, by 
the afiftance of her good friend, the had found 
means to fecrete, during. the licentiate’s lait ill- 
nefs, 


CHAP. Ill. 
Gil Blas engages bimfelf it the fervice of Dofor Sane 
| grado, dnd becomes a celebrated phy fictan. 


’ Refolved to vifit Signior Arias De Londonna and 
confale his tegifter for a new place; but as I 
wad ju going into the blind alley where he a 
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I met doctor Sangrado, whom I had not feen fince 
the death of my mafter, and took the freedom to 
falute him. He recolle&éd me immediately, al-. 
though I had changed my drefs, and expreffing 
fone joy at feeing me, “ Art thou there, my child? 
(faid he) I was juft thinking of thee ; having occa~ 
fion for a good lad to ferve me, I imagined that 
thou wouldft anfwer my purpofe very well ; if thou 
canft read and write.”’ ‘§ Sir, (anfwered 1) i in that 
patticular, <I can do your bufinefs.”” ‘* Say’ft thou 
fo? (faid he) then thou art the man I want: come 
to my houfe, where thou fhalt find every thing 
agreeable: I will treat thee with diftin@tion ; and . 
though I give no wages, thou fhalt want for 
nothing: I will take care to maintain thee hand- 
fomely ;. and will even difcover to thee, the great 
myftery of curing all difeafes; ina word, thou fhalt 
rather be my pupil than my fervant.”’ 

I accepted the dottor’s propofal, in hopes of 
making myfelf illuftrious in phyfic, under the 
aufpices of fuch a learned mafter ; and he carried 
me home with him on the inftant, in order to ini- 
tiate me in the employment for which I was de- 
figned. This employment confifted in writing the 
names and places of abode of the patients who fent 
for him while he was abroad: for this purpofe, 
there was in the houfe, a regifter in which an old 
woman who was his fole domeftic, fet down their 
feveral directions : but befides that fhe was utterly 
ignorant of fpelling, fhe wrote fo ill, that for the 
moft part it was impoffible to decypher her fcrawl. 
‘I was invefted with the charge of this book, which 
might have been with great juftice, ftiled a regifter 
of the dead ; for almoft all the people whofe names 
it contained, gave up the ghoft, I inferted in it 
(to ufe the expreffion) the names of thofe people 

who 
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Who were to fet out for the other world, as the 
clerk of a ftage-coach-office regifters thofe who 
take places. The pen was felcom out of my hand, 
becaufe there was not at that time, a phyfician in 
Valladolid, of more credit than doétor Sangrado, 
who had acquired great reputation with the public, 
by a pomp of words, a folemn air, and fome lucky 
cures which had done him more honour than he 
‘deferved. 

He did not want ateenes nor of confequence, 
money, which however, did not make us fare the 
better, his houfekeeping being extremcly parfimo- 
nious ; our ordinary food confifting of peafe, beans, 
boiled codlins, or cheefe ;, which aliments (he faid) 
were agreeable to the ftomach, as being moft proper 
' for trituration, in other words, eafily brayed: Not- 
withftanding this his opinion, however, he did not 
approve of our eating a belly-full even of them: in 
which, to be fure, he was much in the right: but 


if he forbid his maid and me to eat a great deal, he © 


allowed us, by way of recompence, to drink as: 
much water as we could fwallow : far from reftrict- 
ing us in this particular, he would fometimes fay, 
«* Drink, my children, health confifts in tle fupple- 
nefs and humeétation of the parts: drink water in 
great abundance: it isan univerfal menftruum that. 
ditfolves all kinds of falt. When the courfe of 
the blood is too languid, this accelerates its motion 3 
and when too rapid, checks its impetuofity.”” The 
honeft doctor was fo well convinced of the truth of 
this do@rine, that he himfelf drank nothing but 
water, though he was well ftricken in years. He 
defined old age, a natural decay that withers and 
confumes us; and in confequence of this definition, 
deplored the ignorance of thofe who call ‘ wine the 
milk of old men?’ for he maintained that the juice 
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of the grape, wafles and deftroys them; and witlr 
great eloquence obferved, that this fatal liquor is to 
them, as to all the world, a treacherous friend and 
deceittul pleafure. ; 

In tpite of all this fine reafoning, I had not been 
eight days in the heufe, when I was feized with a 
loofeneis, and began to feel great diforder in my. 
bowels, which I was rath enough to afcribe to the 
univerful diffulvent and meagre fubfiftence on which 
Jlived. I complained of it to my mafter, in hopes 
that he weuld relent and allow me a little wine at 
meals: but he was too much an enemy to that 
liguor to gratify my expedtation. ‘* If thou feeleft 


_ in thyfelf (faid he to me) any reluctance to imple 


element, there are innocent aids in plenty, that 
will (uppert thy ftomach againft the infipid tafte of 
water; fage (for example) and baum will give it 
an admirable flavour; and an infufion of corn- 
poppy, gillyfower, and rofemary, will render it ftil] 
more dcl.cious.”” 

Notwithftanding all he could fay in -praife of 


- “swater and the.excelient beveridges he taught me to 


compote, I drank of it with fuch moderation, that 
perceiving my temperance, he faid, “* Why, truly, 
G:] Elas, I am not at all furprifed, that thou doft 
notenjcy goed health. Thou doft not drink enough, 
ny friend. Water taken in fmall quantities, ferves 
only to difentangle the particles of the bile, and 
give them more attivity; whereas they fhould be 
drowned in a copicus dilution: don’t be afraid, 
my child, that abundance of water will weaken and 
relax thy ftomach: lay afide that panic fear which 
perhaps thcu entertaineft of plentiful drinking. I 
will warrant the confequence, and if thou doft not 
Jook upon me as a fuficient bondfman, Celfus him- 
telf fhall be thy fecurity, That Reman oracle 

beftows 
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beftows an admirable elogium on water, and 
afterwards fays in exprefs terms, that thofe 
who excufe their drinking of wine, on account 
of a weak ftomach, do a manifeft injury to 
that organ, by ufing ‘fuch a. Cloak for their own 
fenfuality.”’ 

As it would not have Icoked well for me to fice 
myfelf intractable in the very beginning of my 
careet in phyfic; I feemed perfuaded of his being in 
the right, and will even own I was effe€tually con- 
vinced ; fo that I continued to drink water on the — 
guaranty of Celfus, or rather to drown my bile in 
copious draughts of that liquor; and although f felt 
thyfelf evéry day more and more incommoded by it, 
prejudice got the better of experience ; fo happily was 


_ I difpofed by nature, for becoming a phyfician. I 
could hot always, however, refift the violence of 


my diforder, which increafed to fuch a degree, that 
I refolved at length, to leave doétor Sangrado; but 
he ihvefted me with a tiew employment which made 
mié change that refolution.  Harkee, my child, 
(faid he one day) I ath not ofle of thofe harth and 
Uhgrateful mafters who let their domeftics grow grey 
in their fervice, before they recompence them. I 
am well pleafed with thy behaviour, I have a 


‘regard for thee, ahd without further delay will 


thake thy fortune. I will immediately di{clofe to 
thee the whole extent of that falutary art which I 
have profeffed fo many years, Other phyticians 
make this confift in the knowledge of a thoufand 
difficult {ciences: but Iintend to go a fhorter way 
to work, and {pare thee the trouble of ftudying phar- 
macy, anatomy, botany, and phyfick: know, my: 
friend, all that is required, is to blecd thy patients, 
and make them drink warm water. This is the 
fecret of curing all the diftempers incident to man. 
L2 Yes! 
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Yes! that wcnderful fecret which I reveal to thee, 
and which nature, impenetrable to my brethren, 


hath not been able to hide from my refearches, is _ 


contained in thefe two points of plentiful bleeding 
and frequent draughts of water, I have nothing 
more to impart; thou knoweft phyfic to the very 
bottom, and reaping the fruit of my long experi- 
ence, art become in a twinkling as fkilful as I am, 
Thou may’ft (continued he) eafe me not alittle, at 
prefent: in the morning, thou fhalt keep our 
regifter, andan the afternoon, goand vifit a part of 
my patients: while I take care of the nobility and 
clergy, thou fhalt goin my room, to the houfes of 
tradefmen, where I am called; and when thou 
fhalt have practifed fame time, I will procure thy 
admiffion into the faculty. Thou art learned, Gil 


Blas, before thou turneft phyfician, whereas others. 


prefcribe a long time, generally all their Jives, with- 
out ever becoming learned,”” 

I thanked the do¢tor-for having enabled me with 
fuch difpatch, to ferve as his deputy; and as an 
acknowledgment of his favours, affured him, that 


¥ would follow his maxims as long as I lived, even. 
if they fhould be contrary to thofe of Hippocrates, — 
But this affurance was not altogether fincere ; for I. 


difapproved of his opinion with regard to water, 
and refolved to drink wine every day, when I went 
out to vifit my patients. I committed my own 
cloaths to a peg for the fecond time, and put on a 
fuit of my mafter’s, that I might appear in all re- 


fpects, like a phyfician: after which, I prepared. 


myfelf for exercifing medicine at the expence of 


whom it fhould concern. My coup d’effai being 


upon an Alguazil who was illofa pleurify, 1 ordered 
ia tq be blooded without mercy, and filled to the 
tongue 
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tongue with water: I went afterwards into the 
houfe of a paftry-cook who lay roaring with the 
gout, and whofe bloodI was no more fparing of 
than the Alguazil’s; taking care alfo not toreftrict | 
him in the article of water. For thefe prefcriptions, I 
received twelve rials, which made me fo enamoured 


_ of the profeffion, that I thought “ the more mifchief 


the better fport.”” Coming out of the paftry-cook’s 
houfe, I met Fabricius, whom I had not feen 
fince the death of the licentiate Sedillo; and who 
having looked at me fome minutes with furprize, 
fet his hands in his fides, and burft out into ah 
immoderate fit of laughter. It was not without 
reafon; for having a cloak that trailed on the 
ground, with a doublet and breeches that would 
have ferved a mah four titnesas big as me; my 
figure was truly original, I let him laugh till he 
was tired, not without being tempted to follow his 
example ; but I cotiftrained myfelf, in order to pre- 
ferve decorum, and the better ape the phyfician, who 
is no rifible aninial. If my ludicrous appearance 
had excited the mirth of Fabricius, my gravity in- 
creafed it; and when he had indulged it fufficiently, 
<* Upon my confcience, Gil Blas, (faid he) thou 


‘art pleafantly equipt. Who the devil has difguifed | 


thee in this manner ?”’ ‘‘ Softly, friend, (replied I) 
foftly.---Learn to fhew more refpec for another 
Hippocrates; and know, that I am the deputy of. 
doétor Sangrado, the meft celebrated phyfician. ef 
Valladolid, with whom I have lived thefe three 
weeks, He.has taught me phyfic to the very bot- 
tom, and as he cannot, in perfon, attend all the 


’ fick who fend for him, I affift him in his vifitation: 


he takes care of the great, and I of the plebeians.’’ 
‘©, Very well, (replied Fabricius) he leaves the blood 
of the commonalty to thee, while he referves that 
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of the gentry to himfelf: I congratulate thee upon 
thy thare ; for it is better to have to do with the 
populace, than with perfons of fafhion ; happy is 
a fuburb phyfician ! his faults are lefs obferved, and 
his affafiinations lefs known. Yes, my child, added 
he, thy fituation is to be envied, and to fpeak in the 
words of Alexander, if I was not Fabricius, I could 
with to be Gil Blas.”’ 

To thew thefon of Barber Nunnez, that he had 
reafon to praife the happinefs of my prefent condi- 
tion, I produced the rials which I had received from 
the Alguazil, and paftry-cook ; upon which, we 
went into a public-houfe in order to fpend fome of 
them : here we were ferved with pretty good wine, 
which the longing defire I had of tafting that liquor, 
making me think ftill better than it was, I drank 
huge draughts of it, (and no difparagement to the 
Roman oracle) the more I filled my ftomach, the 
Jefs did that organ complain of the injury it received. 
Fabricius and I having ftaid together a long time, 
in the public-houfe, and laughed heartily at the 
expence of our mafters, as the cuftom is among 
fervants; we parted in the twilight, after having 
made a mutual promife of meeting again in the fame 
place, next day in the afternoon. aes 


CHAP, IV. 
Gil Blas continues to a& the phyfcian with equal 
capacity and fuccefs.---The adventure F the ring 
li a 


HAD juft got home, when do¢tor Sangrado 
came in, to whom] gave an account of the 
patients I had vifited, and put into his hand eight 
rials which remained of thé twelve J had received 
~ for 
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for my prefcriptions, “ Eight rials! (faid he, 
after having counted them,) this is a fmall matter 
for two vifits; but we mutt refufe nothing.”” So 
"it appeared: for he kept fix, and giving me two, 
“¢ Hold, Gil Blas, (added he) there is fomething for 
thee to begin ftock! I allow thee a fourth part of 
what thou fhalt get, and thou wilt be rich in a very 
fhort time, my friend ; for, pleafe God, there will 
be plenty of difeafes this feafon.”’ 

I had reafon to be contented with my fhare ; be- 
caufe, refolving to detain always a third part . 
of what I thould receive from the patients, . 
‘and afterwards, touching a™fourth of what fhould 
remain, it would on the whole (if there be any 
truth in arithmetic) amount to one half of what I 
fhould earn. This confideration infpiring me with 
new ardour for my profeffion, ‘next day when I had 
dined, I refumed my phyfical drefs, and going out, 
vifited feveral patients whom I had regiftred, and 
whom I treated after the fame manner, tho’ their 
diftempers were quite different, Hitherto, things 
had gone fmoothly on, and no body (thank heaven) 
found fault with my prefcriptions ; but howfoever - 
excellent the prattice of phyfic may be, it carfnot 
{cape cenfure: going into the houfe of a grocer 
whofe fon was dropfical, Ithere met with a little 
fwarthy phyfician called doctor Cuchillo, whom a 
relation of the grocer’s had brought along with — 
him : I made profound bows to every body pre- 
fent, and in particular, to the perfon who (I con- 
cluded) was called to confult with me about the 
diftemper of the patient ; he faluted me with great 
gravity, then eying me attentively for fome minutes, 
© Signior doétor, (faid he) pray excufe my curi- 
ofity: I thought I had heen acquainted with all my 
prethren the phyficians of Valladolid; but J ane 
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fefs, your features are utterly Unkhdown to me: 
fure you tnuft hot have been lohg fettled in this 
city.” Tanfwered that f was a youhg pra@itioner, 
who 4s yet only prefcribtd undef the atifvices of 
dogtor Sangrado, ** I coftytatulate you (faid he, 
bowing) on your having raced thé itiethod of 
fuch a great ian ; ahd 1 46 hot dotibt that ydti ae 
already matter of your bafinets, inotwithRantiy 
your youthful appeatance.”* He Tpoke this 
fhhatdrally, that ¥ did not know whether hé was 
in jeft or eatnett, aid ¥ Was thinkifg upon 
fome ahfwet, when the grocer itterpofihg, faid, 
** Gentletieh, I am perfiadtd that yeu are both 
perfeltly well acqitainted with the art of phyfid, 
therefor’, pray exathimne the fituatioh of fiiy for, 
and ptéfcribe what you thall judge proper for his 
cure,” 

Accotdingly, the little doctor enquired into the 
Ftate of our patieht, amd after having made me 
‘obferve all the fyriptoms of the difeafe, afked in 
what niarier I propofed to treat him. ‘* I am of 
Opinion, (faid 1) that he fhotild be blooded every 
day, and drink hot water if abundance.” At 
thefe words, the little phyficiah faid with a fatiri- 
cal gtin, ‘* Ahd do you ‘think thefe remedies will 


fave his life?’* Never doubt that (cried I, in a - 


refolute tone) they muft certainly produce that 
effect, being (as dottor Sahgrado obferves) {pecifics 
“againit all kinds df diftemper. ‘* At that rate 
(replied he) Celfas is very much to blame, in 
affuring us, that for the moréeafy core of a dropfy, 
it is requifite to rnake the patient fuffer both hunger 


and thirft.” Oh! Celfus (1 refumed) is not my | 
oracle: he was as Hable to miftakes as any other; | 


and I have fometiines found my account in aéting 
quite 
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quite contrary to his opinion, ‘* I- perceive by. 
your difcourfe, (faid Cuchillo) the fure and {atis- 
factory method, that doctor Sangrado would in- | 
finuate into young practitioners : the whole of his” 
practice confifts in bleeding and aqueous draughts ; 
therefore, Iam not at all furprifed to fee fo. many 
honeft people die under his hands.” None of your. 
inveétives, (faid 1, interrupting him in fome heat). 
it does not look well ta hear a man of your pro- 
feMfion caft fuch refle€tions. Come,. come, Mr. 
doctor, abundance of fick people are fent to the 
other world, without being blooded, or drinking 
hot water; and I don’t doubt you have difmiffed. 
your fhare of them: if you have any thing to fay 
again{t doctor Sangrado, commit it to paper; he 
will anfwer it, and we thall foon fee on which fide 
the laughers are, “ By St. Jago and St, Dennis t 
(cried he, in arage) you are little acquainted with 
doctor .Cuchillo! Know, friend, that I have both 
teeth and nails, and am not at all afraid of Sane 
grado, who in fpite of his vanity and prefumption, 
isa downright ninny.’? The appearance of the 
little doGor making me defpife his wrath, J replied 
with great bitternefs ; he anfwered in the fame 
manner, and we came to fifty cuffs in a very fhort 
time: fome blows paffed, and each of us loft an 
handful of hair, before the grocer and his kinfman 
could part us ; which when they had accomplifhed, 
I was paid for my vifit and difmiffed, while they 
retained my antagonift, who feemed to them the 
more {kilful ofthe two. 

After this adventure, I had like tohave met with 
another as bad: for going to vifit a fat chanter 
who was ill of a fever, Ino fooner mentioned hot 
water, than he fell into a rage againft the fpecific, 


curfed and {wore, .called me a thoufand names, 
. and 
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and even threatened to throw me out of the win- 
dow. { moved off fafter than I came in, and not 
chufing to fee any more patients that day, betook 
miyfelf to the houfe appointed for the rendezvous 
betweetn itte and Fabricius, who was already there : 


and as we found ourfelvés if a frolickfome humour, — 


we drank hard, and went home in a ftate of ele- 
vation-:-that is, half Teas over. 

Signior Sangrado did not obferve that I was 
drunk, tecdufe he miftook my extravagant geftures, 
in recounting the quatrel I had with the little dac- 
tor, for an effe& of the eiitotiot occafioned by the 
battle: befides, having been prihcipally concerned 
ih out difpite, he bécarfie a party, and piqued at 
Cuchilto, taid, ‘© Thow haft doné Well, Gil Blas, 
in defending the honout of our témédies againtt 
that litte abortion of thé factlty, Hé affiriis then, 
that aqueous draughts aré ifhpropet fof the drop- 
fy! Igrvrart wretch ! I miintaih---I do---that a 
drdpfical patient cahnot drink toe thuch. Yes, 
Water (added He) cai. cure afl kinds of dropfies, 
as well as rheuiatifms, and thé green-fickhnels : it 
is, tidtdover, excellent in fevers, where the patient 
burhs and thivers at the fame time ; arid of incre- 
ble effed, even in thofe diftempers that are im- 
puted to cold, ferous and phlegiiatic humours : 
this opinion may appear ftrange to fuch raw phy- 
ficians as Cuchilld: but it is eafily fupported by 
ag and prattice ; atid if fuch ashe were capa- 
ble of teafoning philofuphically, inflead of decry- 
ing my method, they would become my moft zeal- 
ous partizans.”” 3 

He did not therefore fufpedt my being fuddled, 
fo much was he enraged ; for, in order to inflame 
him the more agaifiit the littl doétor, I had 
thrown into my ftory, fore circebiftances of my 

own 
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own invention. Neverthelefs, fired as he wag 
with what I had told him, he perceived that I 
drank more water that evening than yfual, the 
wine having made me yery thirty. Any other 
than Sangrado would have fufpected my extraor- 
ed; but he firmly beligyed that J hegan to relif, 
watry potions ; and faid, with a {mile, ‘* I fee, 
Gil Blas, thou haft no longer an averfion to wa- 
ter. Heaven be prajfed, thou drinkeft it now like 
neGar. Achange that does not furprife me at all, 
my friend; far I knew that it would foon grow 
familiar to thy tafte.?” * Sir, (I replied) there’s 
9 time for all things: I would not at prefent give 
a pint of water for an hogfhead of wine.’” The 
doctor, charmed with this anfwer, did not neglect 
fach a fair opportunity of extolling the excellence 
of water: but uttered a new elogium on it, not 
like a cold advocate, hut with all the fervour of 
an enthufiaft, ‘‘ A thoufgnd times, (cried he) 3 
thoufand, and ten thoufand times more valua- 
ble and innocent than tha taverns of our days, 
were thofe baths of ages paft, into which people 
did not go to proftitute, in a fhameful manner, 
their lives and fortunes by glutting themfelves with 
wine ; but where people met for amufement, and 
drank hot water with honour and fecurity ! One 
cannot enough admire the wife provifion of thofe 
matters of civil life, who eftablifhed public places. 
where water was freely given to all comers, and 
who fecured the wine in the thops of apothecaries, 
permitting it to be ufed by the prefcription of phy- 
ficians only. What furprifing fagacity ! It is doubt- 
lefs (added he) owing to fome lucky remains of 
that antient frugality, worthy of the golden age, 
that there are ftil] a few wey like thau and I, 
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drink nothing but water ; and who, as 4 prefer- 
vative from, or cure of all diftempers, truft to hot 
water unboiled: for I have obferved that boiled 
water is more heavy, and lefs agreeable to the fto- 
mach.” : 


While he uttered this excellent harangue, I had like - 


to have laughed in his face more thanonce: I keptmy 
gravity however.---I did more.---I entered into the 
doétor’s fentiments, inveighed againft the ufe of wine, 
and lamented that mankind had contratted a tafte for 
fuch a pernicious liquor. Then (as my thirft Was 
not fufficiently quenched) I filled a large goblet 
with water, and having fwallowed long draughts 
of it, * Come, Sir, (faid I to my mafter) let us 
regale ourfelves with this benevolent liquor, and 
revive in your houfe thofe antient baths which you 
regret fo much.’” He applauded my zeal, and 
during a whole quarter of an hour exhorted me to 
drink nothing but water. In order to familiarize 
myfelf to this prefcription, I promifed to fwallow 
a great quantity every evening ; and that I might 
the more eafily perform my promife, went to bed: 
with a refolution of going to the tavern every 
day. 

The oppofition I met with at the grocer’s houfe, 
did not deter me from prefcribing warm water and 
bleeding, next day. As I came out of a houfe 
where I had been to vifit a frantic poet, I met 
an old woman in the ftreet, who accofting me, 
afked if I was a phyfician ; when I anfwered in 
the affirmative, ‘* Well then, (faid fhe) I moft 
humbly beg you will come along with me; my 
niece was yefterday taken ill, and I don’t know 
what is the matter with her.”? I followed the old 
gentlewoman, who conducted me to a houfe, and 
introduced me to a pretty neat chamber, where I 
found 
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faund 3 perfon in bed, and going towards her, in 
order to. enquire into the fymptoms of her difeafe, 
was immediately. firuck with her features, which 
when I had obferved fome minutes, I recolle&ed 
her to be no other than the female adventurer who 
had fo dextroufly aéted the part of Camilla, As 
for her part, the did not feem to remember me ; 
whether the oppreffion of her own diftemper, or 
my phyfical garb, fecured me from her recolleéti- 
on.---Laying hold of her arm, in order to feel the 
pulfe, I perceived my ring upon her finger 3 at 
fight of which I felt a terrible emotion, and a vio- 
{ent defire of attempting to retrieve it ; but confi- 
dering that the women might fall a crying, and 
Don Raphael, or fome other champion of the fair 
ex, come to their afiiftance, 1 was at pains to re- 
Git the temptation : and imagining it would be 
petter to diflemble, and take the advice of Fabri- 
¢ius, ftuck to this la@ refolution. In the mean 
time, the old woman preffing me to let her know 
the nature of her niece’s diftemper, 1 was not fool 
gnough to own myfelf ignorant of the matter ; but 
en the contrary, affe&ing the man of fkill, and 
copying my, mafter’s deportment, J told her, with 
eat gravity, that the diftemper proceeded from 
fie patient’s want of perfpiration, and that, of 
¢onfequence fhe muft be fpeedily blooded,: that 
¢vacuation being the only fubftitute of perfpirae 
tion: I likewife prefcribed warm water, that the 
rules of our practice might be exa@ly obferved. 
Having made my. vifit as fhort as poffible, I ran te 
find the fon of Nunnez,whom J met at the door, go- 
ing out to execute a commiffion for his mafter: ] 
told him my new adventure, afking if be thought 
I fhould caufe Camilla to be arrefted in courfe of 
Jaw ; he anfwered, ‘¢ Not at ajly that is not the 
Vax. I, M,. way 
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way to fee thy ring again ; for the officers of juf- 
tice hate to make reftitution. Remember the jaif 
of Aftorga, where thy horfe, money, and even thy 
cloaths were detained by thefe harpies. We muft 
rather make ufe.of our own induftry, in recover- 
ing thy jewel; Pil undertake to find out fome 
ftratagem for that purpofe ; and will think of it, 
in my way to the hofpital, where I carry a fhort 
meffage to the fteward, from my mafter: go and 
wait for me at our tavern, and be not impatient, 
for I will be with thee in a very little time.” 

He did net, however, arrive at the rendezvous, 
till after I had been there three hours ; and then 
fo difguifed, that at firft I did not know him ; for 
he changed his drefs, twifted his hair into a queue, 
covered one half of his face with a pair of artificial 
whifkers, provided himfelf with a huge fword, the 
hilt of which was at leaft three feet in circum- 


ference ; and marched at the head of five men ~ 


who looked as fierce as himfelf, and wore alfo long 
rapiers, and thick muftachio’s. ‘* Your fervant, 
Signior Gil Blas, (faid he, accofting me) you fee 
in me an Alguazil of a new ftamp, and in thefe brave 
fellows who accompany me, foldiers of the famé 
model. Shew us only the houfe of the woman 
who ftole your diamond, and be affured, that we 


will make her reftore it in a twinkling.” IFem- . 


braced Fabricius at this difcourfe, which explained 
the ftratagem he intended to put in praétice in my 
behalf; and atfured him, that I very much ap- 
proved of his expedient. I fatuted alfo the. falfe 
foldiers, who were three valets, and two joutney- 
men barbers of his acquaintance, whom he had en= 
gaged to act this part. Having treated the whole 
brigade with wine,we went all together, in the twi- 
hight, to Camilla’s lodgings, and Knocked at the 
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door, which the old woman opened, and taking 
my attendants for the terriers of juftice, who ne- 
ver entered that houfe without caufe, was feized 
with confternation. ** Courage, good mother, (faid 
Fabricius to her) we are come hither only on ac- 
count of a fmall affair that will foon be determin- 
ed." So faying, we advanced to the chamber of 
the fick perfon, conducted by the old woman, who 
walked before, lighting us with a wax taper ina 
filver candleftick. Taking the candle in my hand, 
I went towards the bed, and difcovering my face 
to Camilla, ‘ Perfidious woman! (faid I) behold 
the too credulous Gil Blas, whom you have trick- 
ed. Ah, wretch! I have found you at Jaft, and 
the corregidor, .in confequence of my information, , 
has ordered this Alguazil to apprehend you. Come, 
Mr. Tipftaff, (faid I to Fabricius) do your office.’* 
There is no occafion (anfwer'd he, raifing his voice) 
for exhorting me to do my duty. I remember that 
there creature, who has been a long time marked’ 
in my memorandum-book, with red letters. Rife, 
my princefs, (added he) drefs yourfelf with all dif- 
patch: I intend to be your ufher, and condu& you 


' to the city-jail, if you think well of it.” 


_ At thefe words, Camilla, fick as fhe was, per- 
ceiving that two of his followers, with the great 
whifkers, were about to drag her out by force, fat 
up in her bed, clafped her hands in a fuppliant 
pofture, and looking at me with terror in her eyes, 
“<¢ Signior Gil Blas, (faid fhe) I conjure you, by the 
chafte mother who bore you, to have pity upon me ! 
tho’ I am very guilty, Iam ftill more unfortunate | 
don’t ruin me ; I will reftore your ring.’” So faying, 
fhe took it off from her finfer, and put it into my 
hand. But I told her, my diamond alone will not 
fuffice, and that fhe mutt, befides, make aaa 
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of the thoufand ducats which had been ftole from 
me in the furnifhed lodgings. ‘ Oh, Signior ! 
(the replied) do not afk your ducats of me ; t¥é 
traitor, Don Raphael, whom I have not feen fincé 
that time, carried them off the fame night.’° 
*¢ Oho, my little darling, (faid Fabricius to her) 
you think to get out of the fcrape, by denying you 


had any fhare in the booty ; but you fhan’t be fo | 


eafily quit, I affure you: your being an actom- 
plice of Don Raphael is a fufficient reafon for 
obliging you to give an account of your paft fife. 
You have, doubtlefs, a great many things on yout 
confcience } and therefore you fhall go to prifor, 
Gif you pleafe) and make a general confeffion. 
_ will carry this ofd gentlewomran thither alfo; (add- 
ed he) for I imagine the knows a great many cae 


rious ftories, which the corregidor will not Be ais 


to hear.”” 
At thefe words, the two wonten put every th 
in practice to melt uss; filling the chamber 
cries, groans, and lamentations : -whité the om 
woman on her kriees (fometimtes tefore the Ab 
guazil, and fometimes before his attendants) ef 
deavoured to move their compaffion 5 CaniiMa im- 
ptored me, in the moft affedting manner, to fave 
her from the hands of jufticé. Upot which, & 
pretended to relent, faying to the fon of Nunneéz, 
<¢ Mr, Officer, fince I have got my diamond, I am fa- 
tisfied : I don’t defire to give this poor woman ahy 
ferther trouble ; and would not even feek the death 
of a fmner.’ ‘“ For fhame! (faid he) a man of 
your humanity would make a bad trooper: but ¥ 
mruft acquit myfelf of my commiffion, by which £ 
am exprefly ordered to apprehend thefe infanta’s 5 
for the corregidor wants to make an example of 
them.”” “ For heaven’s fake! (I replied) have 
fome 
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fome regard to entreaty, and abate a little of your 
feverity, in confideration of the prefent which 
thefe ladies will offer.’ ‘* Oh! that’s another 
affair, (faid he) that is what we call a figure of 
rhetoric well placed. ---Come, let us fee what they 
have got to give me?’? ‘* I have (faid Camilla) 
a pearl-necklace, and ear-rings of a confiderable 
value.” Here fhe was interrupted with, ‘‘ Yes, 
but if they come from the Philippine ifles, I'll have 
none of them.”’ ‘* You may take them, upon my 
word, Ill warrant them genuine,” (faid fhe) at 
the fame time defiring the old woman to bring a 
little box, out of which fhe took the necklace and 
ear-rings, and put them into the Alguazil’s hand. 
Though he Rnew no niore of jewels than I did, he 
was perfuaded that the diamonds of the ear-rings 
were genuine, as well as the pearls of the neck- 
Jace ; therefore having examined them attentively, 
<< Thefe jewels (faid he) feem to be of a good wa- 
ter, and provided the filver candleftick, which Sig- 
nior Gil Blas has in his hand, be added to them, 
I won’t anfwer for my fidelity.’ I don’t believe 
(faid I to Camilla) that you will, for a trifle, break 
off a treaty fo much to your advantage. So fay- 
ing, I gave the light to the ald woman, and the 
candleftick to Fabricius, who being fatisfied with 
what he had got, becaufe (perhaps) he faw no- - 
thing elfe in the room which he could eafily carry 
off, faid to the ladies, ‘‘ Adieu, my princeffes, 
Jive in peace. [| will {peak to the corrigidor, and 
reprefent you whiter than fnow: for fuch as we 
can give what turn we pleafe to things, and never 
tell him the plain truth, except when we are un- 
der ao temptation to lie.”’ 
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CHAP. V. 
The fequel of the ring retrieved. Gil Blas quits the pro- 
Feffion of phyfic, and makes bis retreat from Vallae 
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A having in this manner execated the — 


fcheme of Fabricius, we left Camilla’s lodg- 
ings, congratulating ourfelves upon a piece of fdc- 
cefs that even furpafied our expe&ation ; for we had 
laid our account with recovering the ring only. How- 
ever, we carried off the reft without ceremony : 
and, far from making a fcruple of robbitig courte- 
zans, we thought we had done a meritoridus a@i- 
on.---°* Gentlemen, (faid Fabricius, when we had 
got into the ftreet) it is my opinion that we thould 
go back to the tavern, and fpend the night in mak- 
ing merry. To-morrow we will fell the candte- 
ftick, necklace, and ear-rings, and fhare the mo- 
ney like brothers ; after which we will return t 
our feveral homes, and make the beft excefe we 
can to our mafters.’” This propofal of the Algua- 
zil feeming very reafonable to us all, we returned 
to the tavern ; fome of us believing we could ¢a- 
fily find an excufe for having lain abroad, and 
Others not caring whether they fhould be difmiffed 
or no. , 

We ordered a good fupper, and fat down to 
table with as much appetite as good humour. The 
repatt was feafoned with a thoufand agreeable fal- 
lies ; and: Fabricius, in particular, enlivened thé 
converfation, and diverted us all extremely, by in 
numerable (trokes replete with Caftilian falt, which 
is equal, at leaft, to tHe antient Attic.---But while 
we were in this jovial difpofition, our mirth was, 
aii of a fu'den, overcaft by.an unforefeen accident. 
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A man of a pretty good mein entered the room 
' where we were at fupper, followed by two others 
of terrible afpet; after thefe, three more appear- 
ed, and we counted no lefs than twelve who came 
in thus, three by three, armed with carbines, 
fwords, and bayonets.---We foon perceived them 
to be the fotdiers of the patrole, and it was not 
difficult to guefs their intention ; wherefore we 
had forme thoughts, at firft, of making refiftance s 
but they furrounded us in an inftant, and kept us 
in awe, as well by tNeir numbers as their fire- 
aris. ---*€ Gentlemen, (faid their commander to 
us, with a fneer) I know by what ingenious arti- 
fice you have recovered a ring from the hands of‘a 
Certain fhe-adventurer ; and, to be fure, the con- 
trivance is excellent, and richly deferves a public 
recompence, which you fhall by no means mifé,--- 
Juftice has already appointed an apartment for you 
in her own houfe, and will not fail to reward fuch 
& tafterly attempt.”” This difcourfe very much dif- 
concerted all thofe to whom it was addrefs’d: our 
countenances changed, and we fek, in our turn, 
the fame fear with which we had infpired Camilla. 
Fabricius, however, tho” pale and difmay’d, en- 
deavoured to juftify what we had done. ‘* Sir, 
(Said he) as we had no bad intention, this little 
trick might be forgiven. »» How the devil ! 
(cried the commandant in a rage) do you call this 
a little trick ? Don’t you know that jt is a hanging, 
matter? For, befides that no man is allowed to 
do juftice to himfelf, without the cognizance of the 
law, you have carried off a candleitick, necklace, 
and ear-rings that did not belong to you; and, 
which is ftill worfe, in order to commit that rob- 
bery, you have difguifed yourfelves like tipftaves, 
woo Wretches ! to drefs yourfelves in the ae Hs 
uc 
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fuch honourable people, to do mifchief, T thall 
think you very lucky, if you are only fentenced to 
the gallies.°’ When he had cenvinced us, that the 
affair was much more ferious than we at firft ima- 
gined, we fell down together at his feet, and begg’d 
he would have pity on our youth, But our prayers 
were unregarded ; and befides, he rejected a pro- 
pofal we made, of quitting to him the necklace, 
ear-rings, and candleftick : even my ring was re 
fufed, becaufe (I fuppofe) it was offered before too 
much company.---In fhort, he was quite inexora 
ble ; ordered my companions to be difarmed, and 
carried us all together to the public jail. In our 
way thither one of the guard told me, that the old 
woman who lived with Camilla, ffpe&ing that 
we were not the real foot-pads of juftice, had fol- 
lowed us to the tavern ; and there, being confirm- 
ed in her opinion, had revenged herfelf upon us, 
by informing the patrole of the whole affair. 

We were immediately plundered of every thing ; 
the necklace, diamonds, and candleftick feized ; as 
alfo my ring, together with the ruby of the Philip- 
pine ‘ifles, which I had unfortunately in my pocket, 
They did not even fpare the rials, which ¥ had that 
day received for my prefcriptions ; which was a 
fure fign to me, that the people belonging to juf- 
tice at Valladolid, are as expert in their office ag 
thofe at Aftorga, and that the manners of all thefe 
gentlemen are every where alike, While I was 
rifled of my jewels and cafh, the officer of the. pa- 
trole recounted our adventure to thefe agents of 
the plunder ; and the affair feem'd to them of fuch 
a ferious nature, that the majority thought we de- 
ferv’d a halter ; but others, lets fevere, imagined 
we might get off for two hundred lafhes each, and 
a few years fervice in the gallics.----Until the cor- 
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regidor fhould think proper to decide our affair, wé 
Were lock’d up in a dutigeon, wheré we lay updn 
Atraw, with which it was ftrewed like a ftable lit- 
tered for horfes.---Here wé might have remained 
Fons enough, and at laft exchanged our habitation 

for the gallies, had not Signior Manuel Ordonnez 
fiext day heard of dur misfortuné, and refolved to 
procure the liberty of Fabricius, which he could not 
do without obtaining alfo the difmiffion of us all. Be- 
ing a man very much efteemed in the city, he did not 
Spare follicitations ; and partly by his own credit, 
arid partly by that of his friends, at the énd of three 
days effedted our enlargement. But we did not comé 
dut as we had gone in; thé candleftick, necklace, 
and ear-rings, my ring, ruby, afd rials being de- 
fated : which madé mé temembér thofe verfes of 
- Virgil, that begin with, “* Sic vos non vobis.” 
As foon as we were fét at fiberty we returned 
€6 our mafters ; and doftér Safgrado received me 
very Kindly, faying, ‘‘ My poor Gil Blas, I did not 
Wear of thy misfortune till this morning, and was 
juft going to make trong follicitations in thy behalf, 
Thou maft confole thyfelf, my friend, for this ac- 
cident, and attach thyfelf moré than ever to phy- 
fic."” © That is my defign,”” (faid I.) And truly 
I thought of notting elfe. Far from wanting bufi- 


'* gtefs, it happened, as my mafter had foretold, that 


diftempers were very rife, the fmall-pox and putrid 
fevér beginning to ravage the city and fuburbs 
fo that all the phyficians in Valladolid, and we in 
particular, had abundance of praétice.---Scarce a 
day paffed, in which we did not vifit eight or ten 
patients, each ; frotn whence it may be eafily con- 
ceived what a quantity of blood was fpilt, and wa- 
ter drank, But, I do not know how it happened, 
all our fick died, either on accéunt of our male- 
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practice, or becaufé their difeafes were incurable, 
---Certain it is, we very feldom had occafion to 
make three vifits to one patient: at the fecond,we 
were either told, that he was juft going to be bu- 
ried, or found him at the laft gafp ; and as I was 
but @ young phyfician, who had not yet time to 
be inured to murder, I began to be very uneafy at 
the fatal events which might be laid to my charge. 
---‘ Sir, (faid J, one evening, to Dr. Sangrado) I 
take heaven to witnefs, that I follow your me- 
thod with the utmoft exaétnefs ; yet neverthelefs, 
every one of my patients leaves me in the lurch, 
It looks as if they took a pleafure in dying, mere- 
ly to bring our practice into difcredit. This very 
day I met two of them going to their long home.” 
“* Why truly, child, (anfwered he) J have reafon 
to make pretty much the fame obfervation: I have 
not often the fatisfaction of curing thofe who 
fall into my hands ;-and if I was not fo fure as 
I am of the principles on which I proceed, I fhould 
think my remedies were pernicious in almoft al} 
the cafes that come under my care.” ‘* If you 
will take my advice, Sir, (faid I) we will change 
our method, and give chymical preparations to obr, 
patients, thro’ curiofity ; the worft that can hap- 
‘pen will only be, that they produce the fame effec 
that follows our bleedings and warm water,”” ‘£* J 
would willingly make that experiment, (he replied) 
provided it could have no bad confequence ; but 
I have publifhed a book, in which I have extolled 
the ufe of frequent bleeding and aqueous draughts ; 
and wouldft thou have me go and decry my own 
work 2?” ‘* Oh! you are certainly in the right, 
(faid I) you muft not give your enemies fuch a 
triumph over you: they would fay,: you are at Jaft 
difabufed ; and therefore ruin your reputation: pe- 
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rifh rather the nobility, clergy, and people! and 
let us continue in our old path. After all, our 
brother doétors, notwithftanding their averfion for 
bleeding, perform as few miracles as we do; and 
I believe theit drugs are no better than our fpe- 
‘Cifics.”” 

We went to work, therefore, afrefh, and pro- 
ceeded in fuch a manner, that, in lefs than fix 
weeks, we made more widows and orphans than 
the fiege of Troy. By the number of burials, one 
would have thought that the plague was in Val- 
ladolid ; and every day fome father came to our 
houfe, to demand an account of his fon, whom we 
had ravifhed from him, or fome uncle, to upbraid 
us with his nephew's death. As for the fons and 
‘nephews, whofe fathers and uncles we had dify 
patched,“ they’ never appeared to complain y the 
hufbands too. were very civil, and never cavilled 
with us about the lofs of their wives. But thofe 
afflicted. people, whofe reproaches we were obliged 
‘to undergo, were fometimes very brutal in their 
grief, and called us ignorant affaffins, As they did 
not fpare me, in particular, I was afflicted by their 
epithets : but my mafter, who was ufed to fuch 
accidents, heard them without the leaft emotion. 
I might, perhaps, in time, have been accuftomed 
to reproach, as well as he, if heaven, doubtlefs, 
to rid the fick people in Valladolid, of one of their 
moft feverc fcourges, had not produced an occa- 
fion that gave me a difguft to phytic,which I prac- 
' tifed with fo little fuccefs, 

There was in our neighbourbood a tennis-court, 
to which the idle people in town daily reforted, 
and, among the reft, one of your profetied bullies, 
who take upon themfclves the office of arbiters, 
and decide all differences that happen. —— 
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from Bifcay, his name Don Rodrigo de Mondragon, 
about thirty years of age, of an ordinary make, but 
lean and mufcyplar ; he had two little twinkling 
eyes, that rolled in his head, and threatened every 
body he looked at ; a very flat nofe, placed b¢- 
tween red whifkers, that curled up to his very 
temples, and 4 manner of fpeaking, {9 rough and 
paffionate, that his words ftruck terror into every 
body. This racket-breaker had made himfelf ty~ 
rant of the tennis-court, where he judged all the 
difputes that happened among thofe who played, 
in ‘the moft imperious manner, and no man dur& 
appeal from his decifion, unlefs he could refolye 
to fight him next day. Such as J have defcrihed 
Don Rodrigo, who, potwithftanding the Dap he 
had prefixed to his name, was an arrant satcal, 
“he captivated the miftrefs of the tennig-court, whe 
‘was a woman about forty years of age, rich and 
agreeable enough, and in the fifteenth menth of her 
widowhood. I know not how he won her heagt 3 
for, doubtlefs, it was not by his beauty 3 but {ure- 
ly, by that je ne fsai quoy which cannot be ¢x- 
preffed. Be that as it will, fhe had a paffion far 
him, and aétually defigned to take him for hep 
hufband ; but while preparations were making for 
the confummation of that affair, fhe fell fick, and 
unhappily employed me as her phyfician. Jf her 
diftemper had not been a malignant fever, my prée- 
{criptions were fufficient ta endanger her life; {0 
that, in four days, I filled the tennis-court with 
mourning ; the miftrefs went the way of all my 
patients, and ber relations took poffeffion of her 
eftate. Don Rodrigo, made defperate by the lofs 
of his miftrefs, or rather by being baulked in his 
expectation of a very advantageoys match, not only 
curfed and reviled me, byt alfo (wore, that he would 
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Fun me thro’ the body, whenever he could catch 
me, and exterminate me from the face. of the earth, 
A charitable neighbour informed me of this oath, 
and advifed me not to ‘ftir abroad, for fear of meet- 
ing this devil of a man, This advice, which 
¥ had no intention to negleé, filled me with con- 
fufion and difmay: I fancied inceffantly, that I 
faw this furious Bifcayan coming into the houfe ; 
and could not enjoy one moment's repofe. This 
effeQtually detached me from phyfic, and my fole 
care was how to free myfelf from difquiet : I re- 
fumed my embroidered fuit, and after having bid 
adieu to my mafter, who could not perfuade me to 
ftay, quitted the city at day-break, not without | 
apprehenfion of meeting Don Rodrigo in my way. 


CHAP. VI. | 
Of bis route when be left Valladolid ; and the perfon he 
joined on the road, 


— Walked very faft, looking behind me, from 
time to time, to fee if this formidable Bif- 


_ @ayan was not at my heels: my imagination being 


fo much poffeffed by that fellow, that I took every 
tree or bufh, I faw, for him; and every moment 
felt my heart throb with fear. I plucked op my 
courage, however, when I had gone a good league, 
and continued, at an eafier pace, my journey to- 
wards Madrid, whither my purpofe was to go. I 


- fhould have quitted Valladolid without regret, had, 


F not been forry to part from Fabricius, my dear 
Pylades, to whom I could not fo much as bid adieu : © 
but it gave me no mortification to renounce phy- 
fic ; on the contrary, I begged pardon of God for 
having exercifed it at all ; though I did not fail to. 
count, with pleafure, the money I had in my purfe, 
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notwithftanding its being the falary of my affaffina- 
tions : in that refpe@t, refembling thofe ladies of 
pleafure, who reform their morals, but, neverthe- 
lefs, keep faft hold «f the wages of fin. My whole 
fortune amounted to pretty near the value of five 
ducats, in rials; on the ftrength of which I ex- 
pected to reach Madrid, where I did not doubt of 
finding fome good place : befides,.I longed paffio- 
nately to fee that auguft city, which had been ex- 
tolled to me as the epitome of all the wonders of 
the world.. 

While I recolleéted all that I had heard in its 
praife, and enjoyed its pleafures by anticipatien, I 
heard the voice of a man, behind me, finging at 
full ftretch: he had a keathern wallet on his back, 
a guitare hanging about his neck, a long {word by 
his fide, and walked fo faft, that he was up with 
me in a very fhort time, Being one of the twa 
journeymen barbers, with whom I had been im- 
prifoned in the adventure of the ring,we knew one 
another immediately, though our drefs was altered, 
and were very much furprifed at meeting fo unex- 
pectedly on the highway. I affured him, that } 
was extremely glad to have him for a fellow-tra- 
veller, and his joy feemed no lefs at meeting with 
me. [told him my reafon for quitting Vallado- 
lid ; and he repofed the fame confidence in me, by 
letting me know, that he had quarrelled with his 
mafter, and bid him an eternal adieu, ‘* If I had 
been inclined (added he) to live any longer in Val- 
Jadolid, I could have found employment in. abun- 
dance of fhops ; fcr, without vanity, I can handle 
a razor, and curl a muftachio, as well as e’er a. 
_ barber in Spain: but I could no longer refift the 
* violent defire J had to vifit the place of my: nativity, 
ftom which I have been abfent thefe ten years: J 
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want to breathe my own country air a li:tle, and 
know the fituation of my family, with whom I 
hope to be in two days; for they live at a place 
called Olmedo, a market-town on this fide of Se- 
govia.”” >. . 
Refolving to accompany this barber to his own 
home, and from thence go to Segovia, in order to 
take the opportunity of fome convenience to Ma- 
drid, we purfued our journey, and difcourfed of 
indifferent fubje@&s. He was a young fellow of 


' fome wit and humour ; and when- we had con- 


verfed together an hour, he afked how my ftomach ° 
was difpofed: I anfwered, that be. fhould fee at 
the firft inn. Upon which he faid, “ We had bet- 
ter make a paufe in the mean time: I have fome- 
thing for breakfaft in my wallet ; for when I travel 
1 always take. care to have provifion along with 
me: I don’t trouble myfelf with cloaths, linnen, 
and other ufelefs baggage ; but, refolving to have 
nothing fuperfiuous, fill my knapfac with belly- 
timber, my razors, and a wath-ball.’’ ‘I commend- 
ed his prudence, and confented, with all my heart, 
to the paufe he propofed ; for I was hungry, and 
refolved to make a good meal, which I could not 
but expect, after what he had told me. We turned 
a little out of the highway, in order tq fit upon the 
grafs, where my friend, the barber, took out his 
victuals, confifting of five or fix onions, with a few 
crufts of bread and cheefe ; but what he produced, . 
as the beft furniture of his budget, was a little bot- 
tle, full (as he faid) of delicate wine. Though our. 
difhes were not very favoury, hunger, being very 
urgent with us both, made them relith pretty well ; 
and we emptied the bottle, which contained about 
two pints, of a fort of wine that I don’t chufe to 
boaft much of after which, we got up, and con- 
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tinued our journey with great good humour. The 
barber, who had been informed, by Fabricius, that 
I had met with fome very particular adventures, 
defired to hear them from my own mouth ; a fatis- 
faction I could not refufe to a man who had regaled 
me fo fumptuoufly. When I had gratified his cu- 
riofity, I told him he could do ‘no lefs, in return 
for my complaifance, than recount the ftory of his 
own life. ‘* Oh! as for my ftory, (cried he) it 
is not worth hearing, as it contains nothing but 
ordinary fa&s: neverthelefs, (added the) fince wé 
have nothing elfe todo, you fhall hear it, fuch as 
it is.’ So faying, he related it, nearly in thefe 
words, 


CHAP. VIL. 
The fory of the journeyman barber, 


Erdinand Peres de Ja Fuenta, my grandfather, 

(1 go to the fountain-head) after having been 

fifty years barber in the village of Olmedo, died, 
and left four fons, the eldeft of whom took pof- 
feffon of his thop, and fucceeded him in the befi- 
niefs ; Bertrand, the fecond, having an inclination 
for trade, became a mercer ; Thomas, who was the 
third, kept a fchool ; and the fourth, whofe name 
was Pedro, feeling himfelf born for the belles let- 
tres, fold a little lot of ground, which he had for 
his patrimony, and went to live at Madrid, where 
He hoped, one day, to diftinguith himfelf by his 
wit and learning ; while his three brothers did not 
feparate, but, fettling at Olmedo, married the daugh- 
ters of hufbandmen, who, in lieu of fortune, 
brought them abundance of children, breeding as 
if it had been for a wager. My mother, the barber's 
wife, brought &x into the world, for her fhare, in 
the 
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the firft five years of her marriage, of which number 


-ITamone. My father taught me betimes to fhave, 


and when I arrived at the age of fiftcen, put this 
wallet upon my fhoulders, and girding me with a 
long fword, faid, “* Go, Diego, thou arf now in 
a condition to gain a livelihood: go and fee. the 
world ; thou haft occafion for a little travelling, to 
rub thee up, and make thee perfe& in thy bufinefs. 
March, and don’t return to Olmedo, before thou 
haft made a tour of Spain. Let me not hear from 
thee until this be performed,” At thefe words, he 
embraced me very affectionately, and turned me out 
of doors. 

Such was the behaviour of my father at parting 
with me. But my mother, whofe manners were 


“not quite fo rough, feemed more affeéted on this 


occafion: fhe let fall fome tears, and even flipt a 
ducat privately into my hand. So I quitted Olme- 
do, and took the road to Segovia; of which, how- 
ever, I had not walked above two hundred paces, 
when I ftopt to exanyine my knapfac, being defirous 
of feeing what it contained, and of Knowing pre- 
cifely the extent of my poffeffion. I found a cafe 
and two razors, fo much wore, that they feemed to 
have fhaved ten generations, with a thong of leather 
to fet them, and a lump of foap: befides, there 
was a canvas fhirt quite new, an old pair of my 
father’s fhoes, and, what gave me more pleafure 
than all the reft, twenty rials wrapt in a linnen rag. 
This was my whole fortune, by which you may 
conclude, that mafter Nicolas the barber relied a 
good deal on my {fkill, fince he fent me away fo 
poorly provided. Neverthelefs, the poffeffion of a 
ducat and twenty rials did not fail to charm a young 
fellow like me, who had never before been mafter 
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of coin: I believed my funds were inexhauftible, 
and continued my journey im a tranfport of joy, 
admiring, every moment, the hilt of my fword, 
which thumped againft my hams, or got between 
my legs, at every ftep. 

Arriving at the village of Ataquines, in thé 
evening, vety harp fet, I went to lodge at an inn, 
and, as if Ihad been a man of fgrsune, called for 
fupper, with an air of authority: the landlord 
having furveyed me fome ‘time, 4nd feeing who he 
had to do with, faid, in a very obliging manner, 
“* Mafter, you fhali pe fatisfied; we will treat you 
like a prince.” So faying, he thewed me into a 
little room ; where, in a quarter of an hour, they 
brought me a ragout made of a ram cat, which 
I eat as greedily as if it had been compofed ‘of a 
rabbit or hare. This excellent dt—fh was xccom- 
panied with wine, fo good, as he faid, that the 
king himfelf could not drink better, Notwith- 
ftanding this elogium, I perceived it was curfedly 
four; but this did not hinder me from doing as rhuch 
honour to it, as I had already done to the ragout : 
and, to complete the treatment of a prince, I 
was conducted to a couch, more proper for en- 
couraging watchfulnefs than fleep ; being a truckle- 
bed fo narrow and fhort, that, lictle as I was, I 
h.d not room to lie in it with my legs extendéd ; 
befides, inflead of mattrafs and feather-bed, it had 
only a wretched flock-bed, covered with a doubled 
fheet,' which had ferved an hundred different tra- 
vellers, at leaft, fince the laft wafhing. Neverthe- 


lefs, in fuch a convenience, my ftomach full ef | 


tagout, and that delicious wine which the landlord 
had recommended, thanks to my youth and confti- 
tution, I enjoycda found fleep, and fpent the night 
without indigeftion, 


Next 


t 


_ Next day, after having breakfafted, and paid 
fauce for my good cheer, I made but one ftage to 
Segovia; and, on my firft arrival, had the good 
fortune to be employed in a fhop for my board and 
lodging : here, however, J ftayed but fix months :: 
being feduced by a brother wea hare of my ac- 
quaintance, who longed to fee Madrid ; and with 
whom I fet out for that city. There I got a place 
on the fame terms as at Segovia, in a well ac- 
cuftofned fhop, much frequented on account of the 
neighbourhood of the church of Santa Cruz, and the 
prince’s theatre: my mafter, two journeymen and 
I, being fcarce fufficient to trim all our cuftomers, 
who confifted of people of all ranks, and’ among | 
others of players and authors. One day, two per- 
fons of the laft profeffion, being there together, 
began to difcourfe about the poetry and poets of the 
time, and hearing them mention the name of my 
uncle, I liftened to their converfation with great 
attention, ‘ Don Juan de Zavaleta (faid one of 
them) is an author, in my opinion, beneath the 
public notice : a cofd genius, aman without fancy : 
his laft piece has done him infinite prejudice.” And 
pray (faid the other) has ever Lewis Vellea de 
Guevara produced a good work? was ever any 
thing more wretched than his performances ?”’ They 
named a great many more poets, whom J have for- 
got. I remember only, that they fpoke con- 
temptuoufly of them all, except my uncle, of 
whom they made honourable mention, agreeing that 
he was a lad of merit. “ Yes, (faid one of them) 
Don Pedro de la Fuenta is an excellent writer: his 
books contain a delicate raillery mixed with erudi- 
tion, which makes them agreeably fatirical; and 
I am not at all furprifed at his being efteemed by 
the court and city, or at his receiving aan tah 
| evera 
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feveral grandees.”” ‘‘ He has, indeed, (faid the 
other) enjoyed a pretty large income thefe many 
years; and as he lives with the duke of Medina Celi, 
and fpends little, muft be worth a confiderable fum 
of money.”’ 

I did not lofe one word which the poets faid con- 
cerning my uncle, who, we had heard in the 
family, made a noife in Madrid, by his works, 
fome people travelling through Olmedo having told 
us fo; but as he neglected to let us hear from him, 
and feemed quite detached from his relations, we, 
on our part lived in as great indifference towards 
him. True blood is, however, always guided bya 
fure inftiné&: as foon as I heard that he. was in 
good circumftances, and knew where he lodged, I 
was tempted to wait upon him: though one thing 
embaraffed me not a little; his being called Don 
Pedro by the authors. That Don gave fome un- 
eafinefs, and I was afraid he might be fome other 
poet than my uncle. I was not, however, ftopt 
by this confideration ; but imagined that he might 
have been enobled on account of his wit, and 
therefore refolved to go and fee him. For this pur- 
pofe, with my mafter’s permiffion, I dreffed myfelf 
one morning, as well as I could, and went out of 
the fhop, nota little proud of being nepliew toa 
man who had acquired fuch reputation by his geni- 
us, Asthe barbers are nat the leaft vain people in 


the world, I began to conceive a great opinion of 


myfelf, and, ftrutting with an haughty air, en- 
quired for the houfe of the Duke de Medina Celi, 
where prefenting myfelf at the gate, and faying, I 
wanted to fpeak with Don Pedro de Ia Fuenta, the 
porter pointed with his finger to a little ftair. 
cafe, at the further end of a court, which he bid 
mie afcend, and-knock at the firft door on my right. 
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hand: I did fe, and (a young man coming out) afk- 


’ ed if Signior Don Pedro ‘de la Fuenta lodged there. 


‘6 Yes, (faid he) but you cannot fee him at prefent.”” 
‘¢ I thould be very glad (I replied) to fpeak with 
him; for I bring him news of his family.” “ if 
you could bring him ‘news of the pope, {faid he) f 


_ would not introduce you to his chamber juft now ; 


for he is compofing; and when thatis the cafe, we 
meft take care not to difturb his imagination: he 
will not be vifible till noon; fo that you may 
go arid take a turn, and come. back about that . 
tinte,”’ : 

S took ‘his advice, and walked through the city, 
the whole morning, thinking continualy on the 
reception I thould meet with from my uncle, who £ 
imagined yould be extremely glad to fee me: I 
judged of his fentimrents by my own, ‘and preparing 
myfelf for a very tender fcene, returned to his 
lodgings, with aH diligence, at the hour prefcribed. 
<* Yot are come in the very nick of time, (faid his 
valet) for -my mafter ts jaf goifig out; fley here a 
minute, amd I will jdt fitm know you are ¢onte.”’ 
So faying, He left mein an outwatd room, - and 
returning im a moment, condutted mé into the 
chamber of hit mafter, whofe face had fa much of 
our. family hir th it, that was ftruck with the 
refemblarite, and could not ticip thinking, it was 
my very tncle Thomas, Whom I had left at home. 
Having faluted hit with profound refpeat, itold him 
I was the fon of. miafter Nichdlas de la Fuenta, 
barber in Olmedo: that I had worked at my father’s — 
bufinefs thefe three weeks at Madrid, in quality of 
a journeyman 5 and that i intended to make the 
tour of Spain for my improvement. While I f{poke, 
my uncle feemed to mufe, confidering in ‘all hke- 
lihood, whether he friould difown me for hie nephew, 

| or 
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er get rid of me in a more dexterous manner. He 


chofe this laft method, and affe@ting a fmiling air, © 


faid, “ Weli, my friend, how do thy father and 
ancles? I hope they are in good circumftances.”” 
Upon this, I began to defcribe the plentiful -pro- 
pagation of our family; I told him the names of 
all the children, male and female, and even com- 
prehended in that lift their godfathers and god- 
mothers, He did not feem to intereft himfelf in- 
finitely in my -detail, but coming to his purpofe, 
replied, “‘ Diego, I approve very much of thy re- 
folution to travel, in order to make thee perfe@ in 
thy profeffion ; and I advife thee to leave Madrid as 
foon as poffible: it is a pernicious place for youth, 
in which thou wilt be ruined, my child : it will be 
more for thy advantage to refide in fome of the 
other cities of the kingdom, where people’s morals 
are not fo much corrupted. Go, (added he) and, 
when thou art ready to fet out, come and fee me 
again: I will give thee a piftole to help thee to 
make the tour of Spain.’ With thefe words, he 
puthed me gently out of his chamber, and fent me 
about my bufinefs.’? I had not fenfe enough to 
perceive that he wanted to remove me ata good 
diftance from him ; but going to our fhop, gave my 
mafter.an account of what had paffed 5 he was as far 
from difcovering the intention of Signior Don Pedro 
as I was, and faid, ‘‘ ¥ am not at all of your 
uncle’s opinion: inftead of advifing you to travel, 


he ought rather, I think, make it your intereft to . 


ftay in thiscity ; for, being intimate with fo many 
perfons of quality, he can eafily fettle you in fome 
great family, and put you in a condition to make 
your fortune.”” Struck with this difcourfe, which 
flattered my imagination, in two days I went back 
to my uncle, and propofed, that he fhould employ 

his 
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bis credit, to procure admiffion for me into the 
family of fome'lord belonging to the court, But 
this propofal was not at all to his liking: a vain” 
man like him, who had free accefs to the. great, 
and eat every day at their.tables, could not brook 
his nephew’s fitting with the fervants, while he 
dined with their lords; in this cafe, ttle Diego 
would have made Signior Don Pedro blufh. He did 
not fail, therefore, to refufe my requeft, and that 
not in the moft civilmanner. ‘‘ How! you little 
vagabond, (faid he with a furious look) wouldft thou 
quit thy profeffion? go, I abandon thee to thofe 
who have given thee fuch pernicious counfel: get 
out of my apartment, and never fet foot in it 
again, otherwife 1 will-caufe thee to be chaftifed as 
thou deferveft.”? Confounded at thefe words, and 
ftill more at the tone in which they were delivered, 
I. retired, with the tear in my eye, very much 
affeGted at his harfh behaviour; but as F was natu- 
rally brifk and haughty, I foon dried my tears ; 
my grief changed to indignation, and I refolved 
to take no further notice of this unkind relation, 
without whofe affiftance I had, hitherto, made fhift 
to live, a 
My whole thought being now bent on cultivating 
my talent, I applied to bufinefs, fhaved all day — 
long, and in the evening learned to play on the 


‘guitarre, by way of recreation. My mafter for 


that inftrument was an old Signior Efcudero *, 


whofe beard I trimmed, and who taught me mufic, 
_ which he. underftood perfectly well, having been 


formerly. quirifter in a cathedral. His name was 
Marcos de Obregon, a fage. perfon, who had a 
large ftock of fenfe, as well as experience, and: 


* Efcudero: a {quire to wait on a geatlewoman. 
4 loved 
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loved me as well as if J had been his ‘own child. 
He ferved in quality of ufher to a phyfician’s wife, 
who lived within thirty paces of our houfe, whither 
I ufed to go in the twilight, when we had left of 
working : and fitting together, on the threfhold of 
‘the door, we ufed to make a little concert, not dt 
all difagreeable to the neighbours: not that our 
voices. were exquifite, but while we thrummed 
upon the inftryment, each of us, in our turn, ac- 
companied it with finging, and that was fufficient 
to pleafe our audience, In particular, we diverted 
Donna Mergellina, the phyfician’s wife, who ufed 
to come. into the pafflage to hear us, and fometimes 
soade us repeat the airs that were moft to her liking 3 
_ her bufpand not being offended at her enjoying this 
diverfion ; for though he was a Spaniard, and al- 
ready well fricken in years, he was not jealous: 
his profefion, engroffed him wholly, and as he re 


turned fatigued from his patients in the evening, © 


he went to bed betimes, without being alarmed at 
his wife's. attention to oyr concerts: "tis probable 
indeed, that he did not think /them capable of 
making dangerous impreffions ;.and we muft ob- 
ferve, that he imagined he had little or no caufe to 
fear: Mergellina being young and handfome, ‘tis 


true, but withal fo favagely virtuous, that fhe could -- 


not fo much as endure the look of a man: He didnot 
therefore begrudge her a paftime that feemed fo inno- 
cent and honourable, but left us to fing as much as 
we pleafed, One evening when I came to the phy- 
fician's door, with an intention to play as ufual, I 
_ found the old fquire expeéting me, who taking 
_ me by the hand, faid he wanted to take a turn with 

me, before we fhould begin our concert; then 

leading me into a by-ftreet, where we found 7 
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could talk with freedom, ‘* Son Diego, (faid he, 
with a melancholy air) I have fomething extraor- 
dinary to difclofe: I am afraid, my child, that we 
both fhall have caufe to repentof amufing ourfelves 
in the evening, with concerts at my mafter’s-door, 
I have, doubtlefs, a great friendfhip for you, and 
am very: well pleafed with having taught you to 
play upon the guitarre, and fing; but had I forefeen’ 
the misfortune that threatens us, pleafe God! I 
would have given you your leffens: in fome other 
place!*’ Frightened at. this difcourfe, I begged the | 
uther to be more explicite, and tell me what we had 
to fear; for I was not a man who could brave 
danger; nor had I, as yet, made the tour of Spain. 
“< J will (faid he) tell you what is neceffary to be 
known, that you may comprehend the jeopardy in 
which we are. When I entered into the fervice of 
the phyfician, which is about a year ago,. he faid te 
me one morning, after having brought me into the 
prefence of his wife, ‘* Marcas, behold your 
miftrefs: this is the lady whom you are to at- 
tentevery where.” Iadmired Donna Mergellina, 


‘I thought her wonderfully pretty, exceffively hand- 


fome, and was particularly charmed with the 
agreeable air that diffufed itfelf through her whole 
mien: .“ Sir, (anfwered I to the phyfician) I am 
too happy in being permitted to ferve fuch a charme 
ing lady.’ Mergellina, difgufted at my anfwer, 


' faid in a paffion, “‘ A pretty fellow, indeed f 


methinks you take a great deal of liberty.---I want 
none of your compliments---not J.°? Such words 
frem a mouth fo agreeable, furprifed me very much’ 
I could not reconcile this ruftic and infolent manner 
of {peaking with the gentle appearance of my 

Vox, I. Q miftrets: 
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miftrefs: buther hufband, -who was.ufed to it, te 
joiced at hit having a wife of fuch a rare character, 
told me tliat his fpoufe was a prodigy of virtue ; and 
perceiving that the puc.on her .veil, and. prepared 
¢o “go to mafs, bade. me condué& her..to. ghurch. 
We were no fooner in the ftreet, than . we. .mck 
“which is not at all extraordinary) feverat gentler 
meh, who, ‘frack -with the fine air of -Donna 
Mergellina, paid her a great many compliments, 
en paffant. “She replied to'them all ; but you can- 
not imagine how filly and ridiculous her anfwers 


were. Every body was aftonifhed, and could not 


‘conceive that there was a womanin the world who 
could be ‘difpleafed swith praife. ‘‘ Madam, (iaid 
J to her) take no notice of. what is faid to you ; itis 
better to keep filence, than to fpeak in paffion.”’ 
*© No, no, (anfwered fhe) I will let thefe infolent 
fellows know that I won’tbe treated with difrefpe@."* 
«© Tn fhort fo: much impertinence efcaped her, thac 
I could not help telling her my fentiments, at the 
hazard of her difpteafure. I reprefented to her, as 
delicately as I could, that the perverted nature, 
and fpoiléd a thoufgnd good qualities by her favage 
humour; that a woman of: politenefs.and good- 
nature, might infpire Jove without the help af 
beauty ; whereas, the handfameft perfon in the 
world, without meeknefs and good-breeding, would 
become the object of contempt. | Iftrengthened thefe 
arguments with many more of the fame kind, cal- 
culated for the reformation of her behaviour; and 
after having moralized a good deal, I was afraid 
hat my freedom would enrage my miftrefs, and 
bring upon me fome fevere repartee : neverthelefs, 
fhe did not rebgl againft my remonftrance,. but 
contented herfelf with neglecting it entirely, as well 
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as all the reft that I was afterwards foplith enough 


to make. 
At length I forbore to advertife her of her 


. faults, and abandoned her to the. ferocity of ber 


nature. Mean while, (would you believe it?) this 
ferocious difpofition, this haughty woman, is, within 
thefe two months, entirely. changed ; fhe is come 


plaifant to every body, and her behaviour moft. 
agreeable ; the is not the fame. Mergellina who. 


made fuch filly anfwers to the men that {aid oblig- 
ing things to her; fhe is become fenfible to praife ; 
loves to. be called handfome, and told that a man 
cannot look upon her with impunity ; 3 and flattery is 
now as agreeable to her as.to an any other woman ; 
the change is fcarce credible : what will fur-. 
prize you {till more, you are shee author of fuch a 
great miracle! Yes, my dear Diego, (continued the 
usher) you have metamorphofed Donna Mergellina 
in this manner, and converted that tigrefs into a 
lamb. In one word, you have attracted her notice : 
i have perceived it more than once, and I am very 
much miftaken in the fex, if fhe has not conceived 
a mott violent paffion for you, This, my child, 


is the fad piece of news I had to difclofe, and the. 


troublefome dilemma in which we are. 

** I can’t fee (faid Ito the old man) that we 
have fo much caufe to be afflicted at this affair, or 
. that itis a misfortune for me to be beloved by a 
handfome lady.” ‘ Ah, Diego! (he replied) yow 
talk like a young man: you look only at the bait, 
without perceiving the hook; you confider only 
the pleafure, but I forefee the difagreeable con- 
fequences, All will come to light in the end. IE 
you continue coming to fing at our door, you will 
inflame the paffion of ‘Mergellina, who, perhaps, 


a all reftraint, will betray h her weaknefs pice 
O 2 7 er 
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her hufband dottor Olorofo ; aad he, who appears 
fo complaifant at prefent, becaufe he believes he has 
no reafon to be jealous, will become furious, re- 
venge himfelf upon her, and, in all ‘probability, 
make both you and me feel the effe@s of his rage.”” 
“ Why, truly, (faid Y) Signior Mareos,- your 
reafons are convincing, and I fubmit myfelf wholly 
to your advice: give me, therefore, diretions how 
to behave, in order to prevent mifchief.” “ We 
have nothing to do, (anfwered he) but to give over 
our concert: appear no more before my miftrefs ; 


and when you are no longer feen, the will retrieve 


her quiet. Stay'at your mafter’s houfe, whither I 
will come, and we will play upon the guitarre, 
without danger.’” ‘ With all my heart (faid I) 
and I promife never to fet foot within your door 
again.’” Irefolved in good earneft, to be as good 
as my word, and, for the future, - te Keep my- 
felf clofe in the thop, fince the fight of nre was fo 
dangerous. 

In the mean time, honeft Marcos, with all his 
prudence, found,’ in a very few days, that the 
means he had contrived, to extinguifh the flame of 
Donna Mergellina, produced a quite contrary effect, 
This lady, not having heard me fing for twe nights 
fucceffively, afked him, why we had difeontinued 
our concert, and for what reafon I no longer ap- 
peared? He replied, I was fo bufy, that I had not 
a moment to beftow on my pleafures. She feemed 
fatisfied with this excufe, and for three days more 
fupported my abfence with fortitude enough; but 
at the end of that time, my princefs loft all patience, 
and faid to her fquire, “* You deceive me, Marcos; 


Diego muft have fome other reafon for not-coming | 


hither: there is fome myftery in it, which I muft 
have explained: f{péak therefore, I order you, 
and 
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and conceal nothing of the truth.” oy ee Madam» 
(anfwered he, making ufe of another expedient) 
fince you muft know the truth, I will tell you, that 
he commonly found fupper over, when he went 
home, after our concert ; and he does not choofe 
to run the sitk of going to bed with an empty 
ftomach.”” “ How! with an empty ftomach ? 
(cried fhe, with marks of uneafinefs,) ‘why had not 
you told me this fooner! Go to bed fupperlefs ! 

poor baby ! Go to him inftantly, and bring: him 


‘hither this very evening. He fhan’t 30 home with 


an empty ftomach: there fhall always be a plate of 
fomething referved for him,”’ 

«© What doI hear? (faid the ufher, afe@ing 
furprize at her difcourfe) Heavens, what a change ! 


_is it you, madam, that talk thus ? “How long have 
you been thus gentle and compaMionate?” ‘© How 


long! (replied the, haftily) fince your abode in this 
houfe; or rather fince you condemned my difdain- 
ful carriage, and laboured to foften the roughnefs of 


my behaviour. But alas! (added he, in a melting 


ftrain,) I have paffed from one extremity to another ! 


‘from being haughty and infenfible, I am-become too 


foft and tender ! I love your young friend Diego, 
in fpite of all my efforts to the contrary 3 and hjs 
abfence, inftead of weakening, adds new vigour 
to my Jove!’’---- Is it poffible (faid the old 
man) that a lad who is neither handfome. nor 


‘genteel, fhould be the obje& of {uch a violent 


‘paffion.? I would forgive your fentiments had they 


‘been infpir:d by fome gentlémian of fhining agccm- 


plifhments,”? _ “ Ah, Marcos! (faid Mergellina, 
interrupting him) I don’t refemble the reft of my 


fexe--or rather, notwithftanding afl your long ex- 


perience, you are but little acquainted with women, 


if you, think. that merit aways. getsrmines their 
“O43 choice, 


‘ 
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choice. If I may be allowed to judge by myfelf, 
deliberation has no fhare in their engagements: 
love isa diforder of the mind, by which we are in- 
voluntarily dragged and faftened to the object---it | 
is a diftemper by which we are feized as dogs are 
“with madnefs ; ceafe therefore to reprefent Diego as 
unworthy of my tendernefs: let it fuffice that my 
love finds in him athoufand good qualities which 
efcape your netice, and, perhaps, only exift in 
my imagination. It is vain for you totell me, that 
neither his features nor his make deferve the leaft 
‘attention. He feems to me born to captivate, and 
fairer than the day ! befides, he has a fweetnefs 
of voice that charms me, and in my opinion plays 
on the guitarre with a grace peculiar to himfelf.’ 
“* But, madam, (replied Marcos) do you confider 
who this Diego is? the meannefs of his condition ?”° 
“* Mine is not much higher than his; (faid the, 
interrupting him again) and if I was even a woman 
of quality, that fhould be no objection.”” 

The refult of this converfation was, that the 
ufher thinking he fhould make little progrefs with 
his remonftrances, ceafed to oppofe the infatuation 
of his miftrefs; as an expert pilot yields to the ftorm 

_ that drives him fiom the port in view. He did 
more for the fatisfaétion of his patronefs ; for come 
ing to me, he took me afide, and having recounted 
what paffed between her and him; ‘ You, fee, 
Diego, (added he) that we cannot help continuing 
our concert at Mergellina’s door, There is a ne- 
cefity for that lady’s feeing you again, my friend ; 
‘otherwife, fhe will commit fome piete of indif- 
cretion, that may do infinite prejudice to*her re- 
putation.’” J was not hard-:hearted; Buttofd Mar- 
_cos, T would in the twilight repair to the place of 

“affignation, with my guitarre, and that he’ might go 

and 
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and regale his miftrefs with this agreeable piece of 
news, In this he did not fail; and that paffionate 
inamorata was ravifhed to underftand that fhe fhould 
have the pleafure of feeing and hearing me that 
very evening. 

A difagreeable accident, however, had well-nigh 


~ baulked her expectation. For J could not leave 


the fhop before night, which, for my fins, was 
extremely dark: and as I groped along the ftreet, 
and had got about half way .to the place of rendez- 
vous, I was crowned, from a window with the 
contents of a perfuming-pan, that did not at all ; 
delight my fenfe of fmelling; though I may fafely 
fay, I loft none.of it, fo exaétly was 1 equipt. In 
this condition, I did not know what courfe to take. 
Had I returned to the fhop, I thould have afforded 
a very diverting fcene to my comrades, and ex- 
pofed myfelf to a thoufand unfavory jefts ; and 
I was fhocked at the thought of going in this fine 


- pickle to Mergellina: this laft, however, I re- 


folved upon, and going to the phyfician’s houfe, 
found the old {quire waiting for. me at the door. 
When he told me that doctor Olerofo being in bed, 
we might freely divert ourfelves; I anfwered, I 
mutt firft clean my cloaths; and then related my 
“misfortune: hé fympathifed with me, and con- 
duéted me into a hall where his miftrefs was, who 
no fooner learned my adventure, and faw my con- 
dition, than the grieved for me as much as if I had 


- met with ‘the greateft misfortune ; and beftowed a 
: thoufand curfes on the perfon who. had thus accom- 
‘modated me. “* But, madam, (faid Marcos to 


‘hér} moderate your tranfports ; and confider that 


‘ this event being the pure effet ‘of chance, ought 
“not to be fo deeply refented.”” ‘* Why fhauld not 
J (anfwered fhe) deeply refent the injury that has 


' been 
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been done to this poor Jamb, this dove without gall, 
who does not even complain of the outrage he has 
received? O that I was a man this moment to re- 
venge it !”” 

She {aid a thoufand things more that denoted the 
excefs of her love, which fhe made appear no lefs 
by her ations; for while Marcos was bufied in 

.wiping me with,a towel, fhe ran to her chamber 
_and fetched from it a box full of all forts of per- 
fumes ; {weetening my cloaths with the fcent of 
odoriferous drugs which fhe burned, and afterwards 
{prinkling them all over with effences. The fumi- 
gation and afperfion performed, this charitable lady 
went herfelf into the kitchin for fome bread, wine, 
and flices of roafted mutton which the had fet apart 
‘for my entertainment ; and obliging me to eat, took 
pleafure in ferving me, fometimes by cutting my 
_vjtuals, and fometimes by filling wine; in fpite 
“of all. that Marcos and I could fay to diffuade, her 
from fuch condefcenfion, When I had {upped, 
ave genticmen of the band beganto tune our voices 
to. our guitarres, and performed a concert that 
ewharmed Mergellina. We affected, indeed, to fing 
thofe airs, the words of which flattered her paffion ; 
and it, muft be obferved, ‘that while I fung, I fre- 
quently ogled her. with the tail of my eye, in. fuch a 
manner,, as blew. the coals.of love; for I began to 
-be_pleafed with the game,- Although the concert 
:dafted,a long time, I was: not at all tired, and as 
. for-the lady, to whom the hours feemed minutes, 
dhe would willingly have {pent the night in hearing 
9S, had not the eld ufher,.te whom the minutes 
_feemed hours, put her in mind of its being late. 
- ‘bhis fhe gave him the trouble to repeat ten or twelve 
; times; but the had to do.with one.who was indefa- 
~Higable on that fubject, ‘and who gave her no reft, 
until 
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until Iwas gone. This experienced perfon, feeing 
his miftrefs abandoned to a foolifh paffion, was 

afraid of fome crofs accident; and his fear was 

foon juftified: for the door either fufpeing fome 

fecret intrigue, or agitated by the demon of jealoufy, 

who had refpe&ed him hitherto, took it jn his 

head to find fault with our concerts, which he for - 

bad in a peremptory manner, and, without giving 

any reafon for his difguft, declared that for the. 
future, he would fuffer no ftranger to come within 

' his doors. 

Marcos advertifed me of this declaration, which ~ 
‘was particularly intended for me, and mortified me 
not a little; for I had conceived hopes I was forry 
to forego, Neverthelefs, that I may a& the faithful 
hiftorian, I will own that J bore my misfortune 
with patience. This was pot the cafe with Mer-. 
gellina, whofe fentiments were more inflamed than. 
ever. ‘* My dear Marcos! (faid the to her ufher) 
from you alone I expe affiftance : fall upon fome 
method, I beg of you, to bring Diego and me to- 
gether in private.” ‘‘ What do you afk! cried 
the old man, ina rage. I have been already but 
too complaifant ; and will not undertake, by grati-, 
fying your filly paffion, to difhonour my mafter, 
ruin your reputation, and intail infamy upon my- 
felf. 1, who have always maintained the charafer. 
of an irreproachable domeftic! I will rather quit 
your family than ferve you in fuch a fthameful 
manner.'® ‘* Ah, Marcos! (cried the. lady, in- 
terrupting him, and frightened at his laft words) 
you pierce my very heart, when you talk of leaving 
me! Cruel man! are you going to forfake me now, 
after having reduced me to this condition ! Give 
me back my former pride, and that favagenefs of 
ene be haye deprived me of ! Why dol ae 
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ftill poffefs. thefe happy defe@s, which would have 
preferved my tranquility ; whereas your indifcreet 
remonftrances have robbed me cf the repofe I en« 
joyed'! ‘You have corrupted my morals, by endea- 
vouring to correét them.----But, what do'I fay ? 
(added the) wretch that Fam 1. why do I reproach 
you-unjuftly : No, my father, you are not the au- 
thor of my misfortane, which cruel fate alone :de- 
orees ! Don’t therefore. take notice, I conjure -you, 


of the-extravagant-difcourfe-that efcapes me! Alas, 


my paflion diforders my underftanding ! Have pity 
on my weaknefs, you are alt my comfort, and if 
you have any regard for my life, do not refufe 
your affiftance,”” ee . 


- At: thefe words, her tears redoubling in fuch a. 
manner that fhe could hot go on, fhe covered her. 


face with her handkerchief, and threw. hesfelf upon 
a-chair, like a perfon finking under affii@ion. . Old 
Marcos, who was perhaps the beft foul of an uther-: 
that ever'lived, could not refift fach a moving fight, 
which affected hint fo much, that he eved mingled 
Kis teats with thofe of hié miftrefs, and faid, with 
an air of tendernefs, ‘* Ah, madam, how- bewitch- 
img you are! I am not proof againft your forrow ! 
My virtue is vanquifhed, and I promife you my af~ 
fiftance. Iam not furprifed that love has been able 
_ to make you forget your duty, when pity only hag 
fevered me from miine.”’ Accordirigly, the ufher, in 
fpite of his irreproachable condu@, devoted himfelf 
very obligingly to the paffion of Mergellina, and 
having come one morning to inform me of what 
had happened, told me, at parting, that he had ale 
ready coneerted a plan for procuring a fecret inter- 
view between the lady and me. This re-animated 
my hope, but, iri lefs than two hours after, I re- 
Ceived a piece of very bad news.. A journeyman 

/ apothecary 
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| apothecary in the neighbourhood, one of our cuf- 


‘tomers, came im to be shaved, and while I prepared 


‘the lather, faid, ‘“ Signier Diego, what is the mat- 
ter with your friend, the old {quire, Marcos de Q- 


‘bregon ?. Do you, Know that he is going to leave 
door Olorofo?’’ Upon my anfwering in the ne- 
gative, he refumed, “ It is certainly trues he is to 
be. difmiffed this very day: his mafter and mine 
have been juft talking on-that fubje@, whide'J was 
by ; and to the beft of my remembrance, their con- 
verfation was thus: ‘ Signior Apuntador (faid the 
phyfician} Ihave a favour to afk: being diflatishied 
with an old usher, who has ferved me fome time, 
I want to put my wife under the dire@tion ofa 
faithful, fevere, and. vigilant duenna,’’: “, I: ua- 
derftand you, (faid my. matter, interrupting him) 
you have occafion for Dame Melancia, whe was my 
wife’s governante, and has lived in the family thefe 
fix weeks that I have been a widower. Tho’ the 
is very ufeful to me.in houfe-keeping, I -yield -her 
to you, on account of my concern for your honour. 
-You may depend upon her for. the fafety of your | 
forehead ; fhe is a jewel of a duenna *, and a very 
dragon to guard the chaftity of the female fex:: 


_ during the whole term of twelve years that the was 


with my wifi, who, you know, was both young 
and handfome, I never faw fo much as the fhadow 
of a gallant in my houfe.. No, faith! it was no 
place for them to play pranks in, and let: mp tel¥ 
you, the defunct, in the beginning, had a-ftrong. 
propenfity to coquetry ; but Dame Melancia foon 
reclaimed, and infpired her with-a tafte for virtue. 


- © The duennas ere difereet females of approved fideli- 
ty, to whofe care the Spaniards commit the chaftity of 
their wives and daughters—an office happily excluded from 
this lend of virtuous freedom. eats a 
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In a word, fhe is a treafure, and you will thank 
me more than once for the prefent I make of her.” 
The door was rejoiced at this encomium, and 
-Signior Apuntador and he are agreed, that the 
duenna fhall this very day fill the place of the old | 
ufher, © 
: This piece of news, which I believed, and was 
certainly true, difturbed the ideas of pleafure with 
-which I had begun again to regale myfelf ; and 
Marcos, in the afternoon, confounded them effec- 
tually, by confirming the report of the journeyman 
apothecary. ‘“* My dear Diego, (faid the honett 
-ufher) I am very glad that door Olorofo has dif- 
miffed me, A circumftance that {pares me a great 
deal of trouble; for I not only found myfelf en- 
' gaged in a bad employment, but likewife under a 
neceffity of contriving tricks and ftratagems to 
bring Mergellina and you together in private. 
What a dilemma had I brought myfelf into! 
‘Thank heaven, I am freed from thofe troublefome 
cares, and the dangers that attendthem. For your 
part, my fon, you ought to confole yourfelf for 
‘the lofe of a few fweet moments, which might have 
been followed by numberiefs forrows.”’ I relifhed 
-the tefle&tions of Marcos, becaufe Ino longer had 
“any hopes, and thought no more of the affair. I 
confefs, I was not one of thofe ftubborn lovers 
who are animated by the obftacles in their way: 
but had I been fuch an one, Dame Melancia was 
enough to make me quit my purfuit ; for the cha- 
racter I had heard of that duenna, feemed. capable 
_ of driving any gallant to defpair. Neverthelefs, in 
whatever colours fhe had been painted to me, I 
‘ learned, two or three days after, that ‘the do@or’s 
wife had either lulled this Argus, or corrupted her 
fidelity. As I went out to fhave one of our neigh- 
bours, 
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‘bours, a deeent old woman ftopping me in the 
ftreet, afked if my name was not Diego de la Fuen- 
ta ? when I anfwered, Yes. ‘* Well, then, (faid 
fhe) you are the perfon I want. Come this night 
to Donna Mergellina’s door, and. make fome fignal 
by which you may be known and admitted into 
the houfe.”” ‘* Very well, (faid I to her) we muft 
firft agree upon the fignal: I can mimick a cat 
charmingly, and will mew feveral times.’’ ‘* That’s 
enough, (replied this fhe-Mercury) I will report 
your anfwer, Your fervant, Signior Diego--Hea- 
ven blefs you---How handfome you are! By St. 
Agnes, if I were but fifteen years old, I would not 
chufe to engage you for others,’’ So faying, the 
cfficious beldame went away. ; 

You may well think that I was furioufly agitated 
by this meffage. Adieu the refle€tion of. Marcos ! 
I expected night with the utmoft impatience, and 
: ‘when I thought do@or Olorofo might be afleep, | 
‘went to her door, where I mewed fo loud as to be 
heard at a good diftance, and did great honour to 
the: mafter who taught me fuch a polite art. In a- 
moment, Mergellina herfelf having opened the door 
fottly, and let mein, fhut it again in the fame man- 
ner; and we went together into the hall where our 
laft congert was held, and which was lighted by a 
{mail lamp that glimmered in the chimney : we fat 
down clofe by one another, for the benefit of con- 
verfing more at our eafe ; and we were both very 
much affected ; with this difference, however, that 
p'eafure alone was the occafion of her emotion ; 
while mine partook a little of fear. My princefs 
in vain affured: me, that we had nothing to dread 
on account of: her hufband: I was feized with a 
fit of fhivering that difturbed my joy. ‘* Madam, 
(faid 1 to her) how have you been able to deceive the 
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vigilance of your governante’? After what I had 
heard of Dame Melancia, I did not think it poffi- 
ble for you to find means to let me hear from you, 
much lefs to give me a perfonal interview." Donna 
Mergellina, fmiling at my difcourfe, anfwered, 
** You wil] ceafe to be furprifed at the private 
Opportunity we now enjoy, after I have told you 
what paffed between my duenna and me. When 
fhe came firft into the family, my hufdand loaded 
her with civilities, and faid tome, “‘ Mergellina, J 
commit you to the conduét of this difcreet gen- 
tlewoman, who is a fummary of all the virtues : / 
a mirrour which you muft always have before your 
eyes, for your imiprovement in wifdom: this ad- 
mirable, perfon governed an apothecary’s wife (a 
friend of mine) twelve years ; and that in fuch an 
_uncommon manner, that the became a kind of 
_ faint, under her inftruction.° 
This encomium, which the fevere look of Dame 
Melancia did not belie, coft me a world of tears, 
and threw me into defpair. J seprefented to my- 
felf the lectures I muft hear from morn to night, 
- and the rebukes I muft every day undergo. In 
_ fhort, I expected to be the moft unhappy woman 
in the world ; and thinking it needlefs to be on the 
referve, in fuch a cruel ftate of expectation, I faid 
to my duenna, with a refolute air, (as foon as J 
found myfelf alone with her) ‘‘ You are, doubt- 
lefs, preparing a great many fufferings forme ; 
but I think proper to advertife you beforehand, 
that I have not a great deal of patience ; and that. 
I will endeavour to give you as many mortificati- | 
ons as I can: in the mean time, I declare that my 
heart entertains a paffion which all your remon- 
ftrances fhall not impair; fo you may take youg 
meafures accordingly, and redouble your vigilance ; 
for 
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for, 1 confefe; 1 will {pare nothing to deceive it.” 
At thefe words, the grim-faced @nenna, (who, I 
imagined, was about to give me a fample of her 
offige) cleared up her auftere countenance, and faid,’ 


‘with a fmiling air, ‘‘ I am charmed with your hu- 


miour, your franknefs encourages mine, and. I fee 
we are defigned for one another: Ah, my fair 
Mérgellina! how little are you acquainted with 
me when you judge by the character your fpoufe 
the doétor gives me, and by this four afpe@& J af- 
fume! I am fo far from being an enemy to plea- 
fure, that my fole motive for hiring myfelf as the 
minifter of jealous hufbands, is, that T may the 
more effectually ferve their handfome wives, I 
have long poffeffed the great myftery of difguifing 
myfelf ; and I may call myfelf double happy, be- 
caufe I enjcy the convenience of fin, and the re- 
putation of virtue at tie fame time. Between you 
and me, this is the fcope of mankind in general : 
virtue itfelf is tco difficult to be: acquired ; and 
therefore people are fatisfied with poffeffing the ap- 
pearance of it.” 

Leave your conduét to my direction, (added the 
governante) and, I warrant you, we will foon im- 
pofe upon old doer Olorofo, who, by my trothy. 
fhal! {con thare the fate ot Signior Apuntador: for 
I don’t fee why the forehead of a phyfician fhould 
be more refpected than that of an apothecary. Poor 
Apuntador !' how many tricks his wife and I have 
played him! She was a lovely creature! a good-. 
humoured foul, heaven reft it! I can affure you, 
fhe made a good ufe of her youth; and did not 
want abundance of admirers, whom I introduced 
to the-houfe without ever being difcovered by her 
hufband ; look upon me theréfore, madam, with a 
- more favourable eye, and be perfuaded, that what-: 
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ever talent the old fquire might have fer your fer- 
vice, you will lofé nothing by the change, and per- 
haps ftill find me more ufeful than he was, 

I leave you to judge, Diego, (continued Mergel- 
lina) how much I thought myfelf obliged to the 
duenna, for this frank declaration: for I looked 
upon her as a perfon of the moft aufiere virtue 5 
fo apt are people to be deceived in women. Her 
fincerity gained my heart in a moment ; I em- 
braced her in a tranfport of joy, that convinced 
her how much I was charmed with my lot, in hav- 
ing her for a governante ; and afterwards freely 
imparted my fentiments to her, and begged that 
the would, without lofs of time, contrive a private 
meeting with you, which fhe has not failed to pro- 
cure. This very morning the fet at work that old 
woman who fpoke to you, and who is an agent 
whom fhe often employed for the apothecary's 
wife. But the moft pleafant part of this adven- 
ture (added the, laughing) is, that Melancia, un- 
derftanding from me that my hufband commonly 
fleeps found, has gone to bed to him, and this 
very minute fupplies my place. ‘‘ So much the 
worfe, madam, (faid I to Mergellina) I cannot ap- 
prove of this invention ; your hufband may wake, 
and perceive the cheat,’’---He cannot perceive it 
(an{wered fhe, with fome precipitation ;) don’t be 
uneafy on that fcore; nor let a groundlefs panic 
poifon the delight you ought to enjoy with a young 
lady who has a regard for you,” 

The old doétor’s wife, obferving that I was ftill 
difmayed, notwithftanding her affurance, did every 
thing in her power to encourage me; and prattifed 
fo many different endeavours for that purpofe, that 
fhe fucceeded at laft, and I refolved to profit by the 
occafion: but juft as Cupid, attended by the {ports 
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and fmiles, was about to crown my happinets, we 
were aftonifhed by a loud rap at the {treet-door. 
Immediately love and his train took wing, like a 
flock of fearful birds difperfed by fudden noife !--- 
Mergellina concealed me, in a hurry, under a table 
that was in the hall; then blowing out the lamp, 
as it had been agreed upon between her governante 
and her, in cafe fueh a crofs accident fhould hap- 
pen, fhe went to the chamber where her hufband 
was a-bed, In the mean time the whole houfe rung 
with the repeated knocks that were thundered at 
the door ; and the doctor, ftarting out of his fleep, 
called Melancia.----The duenna, jumping out of 
bed, (although the doctor, who mittook her for his 
wite, bid her lie ftill) joined her miftrefs in the 
dark, who feeling her, called Melancia alfo, and bid 
her go and fee who knocked at the door: “ Ma- 
dam, (anfwered the governante) I am here.----Go 
to bed again, if you pleafe, and I will go and fee 
what is the matter.” Mean while Mergellina, 
having undrefs’d, flipt into bed to the doétor, who 
had. not the leaft fufpicion of the trick.---"Tis true, 
indeed, this fcene was performed in the dark by 
two actreffes; one. of whom was matchlefs- in her 
way, and the other an admirable proficient. 

The duenna, wrapt in a robe de chambre, an- 
pearing foon after, with a candle in her hand, faid 
to her mafter, ‘* Signior do¢tor, be fo gocd as-to 
rife; the bookfeller, Fernandez de Buendia, our 
neighbour, has fallen into an apoplexy, and you 
are defired to ga, with all hafte, to his affiftance.”” 
The phyfician dreffed himfelf as foon as he could, and 
went away ; while his wife, in a loofe gown, canie, 
along with the duenna into the hall where J was, 
and drawing me from under the table, more ead 
than alive, “You have nothing to tear, Diego, 
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({faid the) recolle& yourfelf.” Then, in a few 
words, fhe told me what had happened, and w9nt- 
ed to renew the converfation which had been in- 
rerrupted ; but this the governante oppofed, fay- 
_ ing, ‘© Madam, perhaps your hufband will find 
the bookfeller dead, and return immediately, Be- 
fides, (added fhe, perceiving me benumbed with 
fear) what would you do with this poor lad ? He 
is in no condition to maintain the conference, which 
you had better defer till to-morrow,”’+---Donna 
Mergellina confented to this propofal, not without 
regret, fo well did the love the prefent time ; and 
I believe the was very much mortified, that the 
could not then beftow upon the do¢tor the new 
cap fhe had deftined for him. 

As for my own part, lefs forry for having been 
baulked of love’s moft precious favours, than glad 
to be out of danger, I went back to my mafter’s 
houfe, where I fpent the night in refieGing upon 
my adventure.---I hefitated fome time about going 
to the place of, rendezvous next night, having as 
bad an opinion of this fecond enterprize as of the 
firft: but the devil, who is always laying clofe fiege 
to us, or rather, on fuch occafions, takes poffeffion 
of our faculties, fuggefted that I fhould be a great 
booby to ftop fhort in the middle of fuch a delight- 
ful journey, reprefented, to my fancy, Mergellina 
adorned with new charms, and heighten’d the va- 
lue of the pleafures that awaited. me: fo that I re- 
folved to purfue my point ; and Gattering myfelf 
with the hope of behaving with more courage than 
before, I repaired,. in this. difpofition, to the doc- 
tor’s door, between eleven and twelve next night, 
which wag fo dark that not one -ftar appeared in 
_ the firmament. I. mew’d two or three times, to 

- ive notice thag. I was in foe Street’; and no-body 
; : coming 
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coming to the door, I not only repeated the fignal, 
but alfo mimicked all the different expreffions of a 
cat, which a thepherd of Olmedo had taught me; 

and acquitted myfelf fo well, that a neighbour go- 
ing home, and miftaking me for one of thofe ani- 
mals whofe notes 1 imitated, took up a flint-ftone 
he found at his feet, and threw it at me with his 
whole ftrength, faying, * Curfe on the caterwaler !”” 
I received the blow upon my head, which ftunned 
me fo much, that I had well cick tumbled back- 
wards, I felt myfelf wounded : a circumftance 
fufficient to give me a difguft at gallantry ; and, 
lofing my love with my blood, returned to our 
houfe, where J alarmed and raifed the whole fami- 
ly. My mafter examined and dreffed my wound, 
which he thought dangerous ; but it was attended 
with no bad confequence, and in three weeks dif- 
- appeared.---During all that’ time I heard not one 
fy!lable about Mergellina ; and it is not unlikely, 
that Dame Melancia, in order to detach her from 
me, introduced her to fome better acquaintance. 
But this gave me no concern; for, as foon as I 
found myfelf perfectly:cured, I left magriCy: in ae 
der to vane my tour of Spain, 


CHAP, VWI. 


Gil Blas and his con:panion come up avith | aman, sebom 


they perccive iakine crufts of bread in a brig 5 ; and 


enter into comvcrfation with Lim, 


Ignior Diego de Ja Fuenta recounted a good ma- 

ny mofe adventures that had happened “to 
him ; but, in my opinion, fo little worth the breath 
‘they coft, that I fha!l pafs them over in filence ; : 
tho’ Iwas obliced to hear the recital, which svas 
‘fo ciate, that it brought us as far as Ponte de 
Duera, 
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| 
Duera. In this villlazze we ftaid the remaining | 
part of the day ; and, a: the inn where we lodged, 
osdered for fupper a dith of cabbage-foup, and a 
roafted hare, the fpecies of which we were at great 

ins to prove beforehand. On the morrow, at 
break of day, we purfued our journey, after having 
seplenifhed our bottle with pretty good wine, and 
farnifhed our knapfack with fome flices of bread, 
and the half of the hare which remained from our 
{upper. 
When we had gone about two leagues, we be- 
gan to be hungry; and perceiving feveral large 
trees, which formed an agreeable fhade in the 
fields, about two hundred paces from the highway, 
we went thither to make a halt, and found a man, 
feven or eight and twenty years old, foaking fome 
crufts in a fountain. A long fword lay by him on 
the grafs, with an havrefack, of which he had un- 
loaded his fhoulders ; and, though he was poorly 
cloathed, he difcovered a good fhape and mien.--- 
We accofted him in a civil manner, upon which he 
faluted us with great complaifance ; and, prefent- 
ing his crufts, afked, with a {mile, if we would be 
of his mefs ; we anfwered, yes, provided he would 
g:ve us leave to improve the repaft, by joining our 
breakfaft with his. He freely confenting, we im- 
mediately prcduced our victuals, which afforded no - 
unpleafing view to the ftranger, who cridd, ina 1 
tranfpart af joy, ** How, gentlemen, egad, there's . 
{tore of munition for the belly ! I fee you are pro- . 
vident people: for my own part, I feldom travel 
fo well provided, but depend a good deal upon 
chance. Netwithftanding my prefent fituation, 
however, I may fay, without vanity, that I fome- 
times malte a pretty brilliant appearance,--You muft 
know, that Iam ufually treated like a prince, and 
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have guards in my train.’ “ I underftand you. 
(faid .Diego ;) you would intimate that you are a- 
piayer.”’ ‘* You have hit it (replied the other ; ). 
I have acted thefe fifteen years at leaft ; for I per- 
formed fome fmall parts while I was yet a child,’” 
** To be plain with you, (faid the barber, fhaking . 
his head) I can fcarce believe what you {fay.---. 
I know what fort of people the comedians are : 
thefe geht-emen don’t travel] a-foot, and dine with 
St. Anthony, as you do; therefore I cannot help 
thinking that you are no more than a candlc-fnuf- - 
fer.” ‘* You may think of me as you pleafe (re- 
plied the ftage-player ;;) but I affirm, that I a@ 
the very top parts, and, among the reft, that of 
the lover,’’---“ If that be the cafe, (faid my com- 
rade) I congratulate you upon it; and am very 
proud, that Signior Gil Blas and I have the honour 
to breakfaft-with a perfon of fuch importance,”” 
We then began to gnaw our crufts,. and the pre- 
cious remains of the liare, beftowing fuch rude em- 
braces on the bottle, that it was empty in.a very 
fhort time ; and>being fo bufy with what we were 
about, that we fcarce fpoke one word daring the 
repaft ; which being. ended, the converfation was 
thus refumed: ‘ I am furprifed (faid the barber 
to the player) to fee you in fuch indifferent circum- 
ftances ; for a ftage-hero, methinks yeu have a very 
needy appearance ; you'll pardon my freedom.’” 
** Your freedom ! (cried the ator) aly! traly, you 
are little acquainted with Melchior Zapata, Thank 
heaven, I am not at all exceptious ; you do mea 
pleafure in {peaking fo frankly ; for I myfelf love 
to tell my mind without referve.---I fincerely own 
_ Tam not rich.---Look,. (added he, fhewing that his 
doublet was lined with play-bills) this is the-ftuff 
that ufually ferves me for lining ; and if you have 


any 
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any curiofity to fee my wardrobe, it hall be ferth- 
with gratified.'’ At the fame time he took out of 
his knapfack an did {uit laced with tinfel, a forry 
hat with fome old plumes of feathers, a pair of 
Gik Mockings full of holes, and red bufkins very 
much worn. ‘* You fee, (faid he) I am tolerably 
poor.”’---** That’s what furprifes me (replied Die- - 
go.) So you have neither wife nor daughter ?”’ 
‘‘ I have a wife, young and handfome (faid Zapa- 
ta;) yet I am never a bit the better for it, fo won- 
derfully capricious is my fate, I married a beauti- 
ful a@trefs, in hopes that fhe would not let me 
ftarve ; and, unfortunately for me, fhe is incor- 
ruptibly chafte.. Who the devil would not have 
been deceived, as I was ? there happened to be one 
virtuous woman among the ftrolers, and fhe muft 


fall to my lot!” ‘‘ Truly, you have had bad luck ~ 


(faid the barber :) but why did not you marry an 
adtrefs of the king’s company at Madrid, in which 
cafe you could not have been difappointed ?”’ ‘I 
grant ig, (replied the player ;) but, a plague upon 
it, a little country-ftroler dares not afpire to thofe 
famous heroines; that is as much as an actor of 
the prince’s company can do ; fome of whom are 
even obliged to match in the city.---Luckily for 
them, the city is well ftored, and they often light 
on yoke-fellows not a whit inferior to thofe prin- 
cefles who were brought up behind the fcenes.”” 

« Have you never endeavoured (faid my com- 
panion to him) to be introduced into that compa- 
ny ? Muft one have infinite merit to be admitted - 
into it ? *’---** Good! (replied Melchior) you are 
‘Merry with your infinite merit.---It is compofed of 
twenty actors ; afk their characters in town, and 
you will hear them finely handled. More than one 
half deferve to carry the knapfack ftill ; but, for 

all 


7 ewe Ft if 


GIL BLAS. 167 


" all that, it is no eafy matter to be received among 


them. One muft have money, or powerful friends, 
to fupply the want of talent.----This I aught to 


- know, fince I am juft come from making a trial 
.. at Madrid, where I have been hooted and hiffed 


in a hellifh manner, altho’ I deferved to be ap- 
plauded to the fkies ; for I roared, ‘rante&& bur- 
lefqued nature an hundred times ; and, moredver, 


~ “in my declamation, clapped my clenched fit to my 


princefs’s nofe.---In a word, I performed in the 
tafte of the great a@tors in vogue; and yet the 
fame aud. ence that relifhed this behaviour in them, 
could not endure it in me,---You fee the force of 
prejudice ! wherefore, finding myfelf incapable of 
pleafing on that ftage, and having nothing.to fecure 
my reception.in defiance of the town, I am going 


back to Zamora, where I fhall rejoin my wife and 


comrades, who are not in the moft flourifhing cir- 
cumftances. God grant that we may not be obliged 
to beg our way to the next town ; a misfortune 
which has already happened to us more than once. 
With thefe words this prince of the drama fprung 
up, fhoulder’d his knapfack, girded on his fword, 
and, at parting, pronounced, with a theatrical 
air, ‘* Gentlemen, adieu !.may the Gods exhauit 
their bounties on you.”’ ‘* And you, (replied Die- 
go!) may you, at your return to Zamora, behold 
your wife’s condition and temper changed.”” Sig- 
mior Zapata no fooner fhewed his heels than he be- 
gan to rehearfe as he walked, and immediately the 
barber and I hiffed, to put him in mind of his trial : 
the noife reaching his ears, he thought he ftill heard 


the cat-calls of Madrid ;- upon which he looked 


back, and perceiving that we made merry at his 


+ .€%pence, fer from being incenfed at obr buffoonry, 


took allin 2004 part, and continued his noife, burft- 
ing 
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_ing into fits of laughter all the way, We returned 


_the high road, purfued our journey, 


his mirth with all our might ; and getting back inte 


CHAP, IX. | 


agunt of the rejoicings ; after whith Gil Blas bids 2 ‘ 
bim farewel, ara 


Aving flept that night between Moyados and 
Valpuefta, in a little vilage whofe name I 

have forgot, we arrived next day, about eleven 
o'clock in the forenoon, in the plain of Olmedo. 


. © Signior Gil Blas, ({faid my comrade) there is the | 
_ place of my nativity, which I cannot behold again | 


without tranfport 5 fo natural is it to love one’s 


‘country.”” “* Signior Diego, (anfwered I) one» 
- who expreffes {uch regard for his native country, 


might, I think, have {poke of it a little more ad- 


: vantageoufly than you haye done: Olmedo feems 


to be a city, and-you told meit was only a village. 


; It, ought, at leaft, to be dignified with the epithet 


. of market-town.”’---“* I beg its pardon (replicd the : 


 barber;) but 1-muft own, that after having (cen | : 


Madrid, Toledo,: Saragoffa, and all the great cities 
I touched at in making my tour of Spain, I look 


. upon the {mall anes as villages.” As we advanced 
- into the plain, we thought we obferved a great con- 
- eourfe of people near Olmedo; and when we were — 


t 


‘near enough to. difcern objeéts, we-found fomething. | l 


~ to attra&t our attentian. 


There were three tents pitched at a finall diftance 
from one another, and hard-by 4a great number of 


- cooks and fcullions preparing a feaft :: fome laid the 
. cloth on long tables,- placed under the tents : folne 


filled: earthern pitchers with wine : cthers made the 
puts 
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pots boil, and others again turn’d {pits that were 
loaded with all forts of meat: but what I confidered 
more attentively than all the reft, was a great 
ftage, raifed and adorned with decorations of painted 
paper of different colours, and garnifh’d with 
Greek and Latin devices. The barber no. fooner 
perceived the infcriptions, than he faid, “ All thefe 
Greek motto’s favour ftrongly of my uncle Thomas, 
who, Ill hold a wager, has a hand in the bufinefs ; 
for, between you and me, he is a learned man, 
and has a power of college-books by heart: his 
greateft faultis, that he inceffantly quotes paflages 
from them in converfation, which is not agreeable 
to every body. Befides, (added he) my uncle has 
tranflated a good many Greek and Latin authors, 
and is quite mafter of the ancients, as one may 
fee by the learned remarks which he has made: 
had it not been for him, we fhoyld never haye 
known, that in thecity of Athens children cried when 
they were flogced: we owe that difcovery to his 
profound erudition,” 

After my comrade and I had obferved all thafe 
things which I have mentioned, we were curious to 
know the caufe of fuch preparations, and went.for- 
ward to enquire, when Diego recognized in the 
direétor of the feaft, Signior ‘Thomas de Ja Fuenta, 
whom he accofted with great eagernefs, The {chool- 
matter did not, at firft, know the young barber ; 
fo mych was he altered during an abfence of ten 
years: but recollecting him at laft, he embraced 
him affectionately, faying, “© What! do I fee thee 
then, Diego, my dear nephew ? DoJ fee thee re- 
turned to the town where thou firft faw’ft the 
light ? Thou art come to revifit thy houfhold gods; 
and heaven reftores thee fafe and found to thy 
kindred | O day, thrice and four times happy! O 
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day, worthy to be mark’d with a white fone! A 
world of changes have happen’d, my friend, (pur- 
_fued he:) thy uncle Pedro, the poet, has fallen a 
vidiim to Pluto, having died three months ago, 
"That mifer, while alive, was afraid of wanting the 
necetJaries cf life. Argenti pallebat amore. For 
tho’ he received large penftons from feveralgrandees, 
he did not fpend ten piftolesa year for his fubfiftence ; 
and was even ferved by a valet whom he did not 
maintain. That fool, more fenfelefs than the Gre- 
cian Ariftippus, who ordered his flaves to throw 
‘away, in the defarts of Afric, the riches they 
carried, as a burthen that incommoded them in 
their march ;---he, I fay, heap’d up all the gold 


and filver he could fcrape together 5 and for whom? — 


for thofe very heirs he would not fo much as fee, 
He died worth thirty thoufand ducats, which thy 
father, thy uncle Bertrand, and I, have equally 
fhared among us ; fo that we are able to fettle our 
children to our heart’s defire. My. brother Nicolas 
has already difpofed of thy fifter Therefa, whom he 
has given in marriage to the fon of one of our 
alealdes. €onnubso junxit ftabili, propriumque 
dicavit. Thefe nuptials, perform’d under the moft 
happy aufpices, we have celebrated thefe two days 
with fuch preparation ; three tents being pitch’d in 
the plain, one for each of the three heirs of Pedro, 
who, in theirturns, bear the expence of the day. 
I with chou had’ft arrived fooner, to have feen the 
beginning of our rejoicings, ‘The day before yefter- 
“day, when they were married, thy father gave a 
_fumptuous entertainment, which was followed by 
acourfe at the ring: thy uncle the mercer treated 
yefterday, and regaled’ us with a paftoral featt ; 
ten OF the gcnteeleft youths, and as many handfome 
nn were drets’d like fhepherds, all the 
ribbons 
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ribbons and points in his fhop being employed to. 
adorn them.---This gay company performed feveral. 
dances, and fung a thoufand light and tender catches : 
neverthelefs though nothing was éver more gallant, 
the fpectators did not feem to relifh j it, which thews 
that paftaral is quite.out of date.” 
“© To-day (added he) every thing i is to beat my 
coft, and I will exhibit tothe inhabitants of Olme-. 
do a fhew of my own invention. Finis coronabit - 
opus. I have ordered a theatre to be raifed, on 
which (God willing) I will make my fcholars re- . 
prefent a piece of my own compofing, intitled, 
The Diverfions of Muley Bugentuf, King of Mo- 
rocco. It will be extremely well aéted, becaufe I 
have fcholars who declaim like the players of Madrid: 
they are the fons of fafhionable people living 
at Pennafiel and Segovia, who are boarded with nre, 


_ and are become excellent actors under my inftruc- 


tion. .Their performance will appear to: be of a 
mafterly ftamp, ut ita dicam. With regard to the. 
piece, I fhall fay nothing, that thou may’ft enjoy 
the pleafure of furprize; but only obferve that it 
muft tranfport the fpectators : for it is one of thofe | 
tragic fubjeéts which wake. the foul by the images. 
of death they prefent to the view.---I am of Ari- 
ftotle’s opinion, that the chief end of tragedy is to 
raife terror. O! if I had attach’d myfelf to the 
drama, I would have introduced none but bloody- 
minded princes and heroic affaffins on the fcene, 
and would have bathed myfelf in gore: and in my 
tragedies, not only the principal perfons, but even 
their guards fhould have perifh’d,---1 would have 
murdered them all, to the very prompter. In a 
word, my tafte is horror; and we fee that fuch 
poems captivate the multitude, fupport the luxury 
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of the players, and enable the author to live at his 
eafe.”” 
- Juft as he had done fpeaking, we faw coming out 


of the village into the plain a great concourfe of | 


men and women, Thefe were no other than the 
new-married couple, accompanied by their relati- 
ohs and friends, and preceded by ten or twelve 
muficians, who, playing altogether, performed a 
moft thundering concert. We went up to meet 
them, and Diego made himfelf known; upon 
which the whole affembly broke out into fhouts of 
joey, and every one was eager to embrace him; fo 
that he was fufficiently employ’d in receiving their 
expreffions of friendfhip. His whole family, as 
well as all who were prefent, having well nigh 
fnother’d him-with careffes, his father faid to him, 
** Welcome, Diego; thou findeft thy parents fome- 
what better’d in their circumftances, my child. I 
fhall fay no more at: prefent, but explain myfelf 
more particularly bye and bye.’’ Mean while the 
¢ompany, advancing into the plain, repaired to 
the tents, and fat down at the tables that were 
covered ; and I and my companion whom [ would 
not quit, dined with the bridegroom and bride, 
who feemed to be very well matched. The repatt 
was pretty long, becaufe the fchool-mafter had 
the vanity to furnith three courfes, in order to ex- 
cel his brothers, who had not treated with fuch 
magnificence. 

After the banquet, all the guefts exprefs'd im- 
patience to fee the reprefentation of Signior Thomas's 
piece; not doubting (as they faid) that the produc- 
tion of fucha fine genius would anfwer their moft 
fanguine expeftation. Accordingly approaching the 
ftage, before which the muficians had already takerr 
their feats, in order to play between the acts, every 
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body, in the moft profound filence, waited for the 
beginning. The actors appeared on the fcene, 
and the author, with his poem in his hand, fat 
down on one fide, to prompt them. It was not 
without reafon that he told us the piece was tragical ; 


“for, in the firfta@, the king of Morocco, by way 


of recreation, thot. an hundred Moorifh flaves with 
arrows: in the fecond, he beheaded thirty Portu- 
guefe officers, whom one of his captains had made 
prifoners of war: and in the third and laft, this 
monarch, mad with his wives, fets fire with his 
own hand to adetach’d palace, in which they were 
fhut up, and reduces them and itto afhes. The 
Moorith flaves, as well as the Portuguofe officers, 
were figures of ozier, very artfully made; and the 
palace, compofed of paper, feemed all in a flame 
by an artificial firework. This conflagration, ac- 
companied witb. a thoufand doleful thrieks, that 
feem’d to ifue from the midit of the flames, con- 
cluded the piece, and clofed the fcene in a very 
diverting manner.’ The whole plain ecchoed with 
the applaufe that was given to fuch a fine tra- 
gedy, which juftified the good tafte of the poet, 
and fhewed that he knew how to chufe his 
fubje et. 

I thought there was no more to be feen, after 
the diverfions of Muley Bugentuf; but I was 
miftaken: for we were advertifed of a new thew 
by the found of drums andtrumpets. This was a 
diftribution of prizes: Thomas de la Fuenta, to 
make the feaft more folemn, having ordered all his 
fcholars (as well thofe who were boarded with him 
as the reft) to compofe, and intending to beftow 
on thofe who had fucceeded beft, books bought ar 
Segovia with his own coin. Immediately thero- 
fore two fchool-forms were brought upon the faze, 


Q 3 wilt 


174 The ADVENTURES of 


with a prefs full of litthe books handfomely bound:: 
-then afl the actors returned upon the fcene, and 
ranged themfelves round Signior Thomas, who 
“Jook'd as big as the head mafter of a college, and 
held a paper in his hand, on which were written 
the names of thofe who were to obtain the prizes: 
this he gave to the king of Morocco, who began 
to-read it with-a loud voice; and every fcholar who 
was called, going in a refpe&ful manner, receiving 
a book from the pedant, was afterwards crowned 
with bays, and ordered to fit down on one of the 
benches, that he might be expofed to the admira- 
tion of the crowd. Neverthelefs, how defirous 
-foever the fchool-mafter was of fending home the 
‘fpeCtators fatisfied,. he could by no means effe@ 
it; becaufe having diftributed almoft all the prizes 
among his boarders, as the cuftomis, the mothers 
of fome of the reft, being prefent, were offended ; 
and openly accufed the pedant of partiality, in 
fuch a manner, that this entertainment, which 
had hitherto been fo glorious for him, was like 
to have ended in’ mifchief, like the feaft of the 
Lapithia. 
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. CHAP. I. 


| The arrival of Gil Blas at Madrid; vith an account of 


the Sef mafter whom be ferued i tn that city. 


barber, I afterwards joined a merchant of 
Segovia, in his way thro’ Olmedo, with 

four mules, on which he had tranfperted goods to 
Valladolid, and was returning with them unloaded. 
We became acquainted’ on the road, and he con- 
ceived fuch a friendfhip for me, that he infifted 
‘upon my lodging at his -houfe when we arrived at 
Segovia. There he detain’d me two days; and 
when I was ready to fet out for Madrid, along 
with a carrier, he intrufted me with a letter, 
‘which he defired t would: in ‘perfon deliver, ac- 
hietah 


H AVING ftaid fome time with the young 
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cording to the direction, without telling me that 
it was a recommendation. I did not fail to pre- 
fent it to Signior Mattheo Melendez, a woollen- 
draper, who lived near the Sun-gate at the corner 
of the Trunkmaker’s-ftreet ; and he no fooner 
open’d it, and read the contents, than he faid, 
with a complaifant air, “‘ Signior Gil Blas, Pedro 
Palacio, my correfpondent, writes fo preffingly in 
your behalf, that I cannot difpenfe with your 
lodging at my houfe. He moreover intreats me to 
find a place for you; and I yndertake the office 
with pleafure, being perfuaded that I thall find no 
difficulty in procuring for you a good fettlement. 

I accepted the offer of Melendez with fo much 
the more joy, as my finances were fenfibly di- 
minifhed : but1 did not live long at his expence; 


for in eight days he gave me to know, that he had _ 


recommended me to a gentleman of his acquaint- 
ance, who wanted a valet de chambre; and that, 
in all probability, I would be preferr’d to the 
poft. The gentleman coming in at that moment, 
© Signior, (faid Melendez, thewing me to him) 
this is the young man I mentioned to you. He ts 
a youth of honour and fobriety, and I can anfwer 
for his"good behaviour as much as for’my own.” 
‘The cavalier having look’d at me attentively,. faid 
he liked my. countenance, and took me into his 
fervice. ‘* He may follow me now, (added he) 
and I will inftru& him in his duty.’’ At thefe 
words he bad the merchant good-morrow, Cand 
-condu@ting me into the great ftreet juft by Se. 
.Philip’s church, we entered.a pretty good houfe, 
‘one wing of which he poffefs’d ; and going up five 
or fix fteps of a ftair, he intgeduced me into a 
chamber, fecured by two ftrong doors, which he 


epen’d, and inthe firft I perceived a {mall window, . 


grated 


os 
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wrtated with iron: thre’ this chamber we went 
into another, where thefe was a bed and other 
furniture, more calculated for convenience than 
fhew. 

If my new mafter confidered me attentively at 
the houfe of Melendez, I exarnined him with great 
earneftnefs in my turn, He was a man turn’d of 
fifty, feemed to be ferious and referved, tho’ good-- 
natured withal 3 fo that I conceived no bad opinion 
of him. He put feveral queftions to me about my 
family, and being fatisfied with my anfwers, “ Gil 
Blas, (faid he) I believe thou art a fenfible young 
fellow, and I am very glad to have fuch an one in. 
my fervice. As for thee, thou fhalt have no caufe 
to complain: I will give thee fix rials a-day for 
vituals, cloaths, wages and all, exclufive of fome 
little perquifites thou may’ft enjoy, and I am eafily. 
ferved; for I keep no table, but always dine abroad. 
-«-All that thou haft te do in a morning is to clean 
my cloaths, and thou fhalt be at thy own difpofal 
during the reft of the day: take care‘only to come 
back early in the evening, and wait forme at the 
door. This is all I exaé.’* After having thus 
preferibed my duty, he took out his purfe and gave 
me fix rials, as a beginning to fulfil articles ; 
then going out, he lock’d the doors himfelf, and 
putting the keys in his pocket, “ Friend, (faid he) 
don’t followame ; go where you pleafe 3° but be fure 
to be on the ftatr when I return in the ae 
So faying, he left me to difpofe of myfelf as 
fhould think proper. 

‘¢ In good faith, Gil Blas, (faid I to myfelf) 
thou couldft not have found a better mafter : 
what! to light on 4 man, who, for brufhing his 
cloaths, and helping him to drefs ofa morning, 
gives me fix rials per day, ‘with uperty to walk ~ 

take 
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take my diverfion, like a fcholar during the vacance !. 


Egad, this is the happieft of all fituations! No 
wonder that I was fo defirous of being at Madrid; 
I certainly had fome fupernatural intimation of the 
happinefs that awaited me.’’ I fpent the day in 
ftroling about the ftrects, diverting myfelf with 
looking at every thing that was new to me, and 
this gave me fufficjent employment. In the evening, 
after having fupp’d at an eating-houfe not far from 
our lodgings, I betook myfelf to the place whither 
my matter had ordered me to repair, and where he 
himfelf arrived three quarters of an hour after 
me, feemingly well pleafed with my punctuality. 
‘6 Very well, (faid he) this is right: I love to fee 
fervants attentive to their duty,’’ So faying, he 
open’d the doors of his apartment, and fhut them 
again as foon as we had got in: being in the dark, 
he took a tinder-box and ftruck alight, by the help 
of which I affifted to undrefg him, When he was 
a-bed, I lighted by his order, a lamp that ftood in 
his chimney, and carried the candle into the anti- 
chamber, where I went to fleep in a bed without 
curtains,---Next morning he got up between nine 
and ten o’clock, and, when I had dufted his cloaths, 
counted me fix more rials, and difmifs’d me till 
the evening: after which he went out alfo, 
mot without locking his doors with great care; 
fo we parted again for the remaining pat of the 
day. : 

Such was our manner of living, which I found 
very agreeable ; and the beft joke of all was, I did 
hot know my ‘mafter’s name: Melendez himfelf 
was ignorant of it, being only acquainted with him 
as a gentleman who came fometimes to his thop, 
and bought cloth of him as he had occafion for it. 
Our neighbours could give me no better information 3 

all 
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all of them affuring me, that my mafter was utterly 
unknown to them, altho’ he had lived two years 
in the ward. They told me, that he vifited no- 
body in the neighbourhood ; and fome of them, 
accuftomed to make rafh inferences, concluded 
from thence, that he was no better than he fhould 
be. They went fill farther, fufpected him to be a 
{py of the king of Portugal, and charitably advertifed 


‘me of the fufpicion, that I might take my meafures 


accordingly. I was difturbed at this advice ; and 
refie€ted, that if the thing was fo, I fhould run the 
rifk of vifiting the prifon of Madrid. I could not 
confide in my innocence, my paft misfortunes 
having taught me to dread juftice; for I had found by 
experience, that if fhe does not put the innocent to 
death, the at leaft treats them with fo little hofpi- 
tality, that her lodgers are always ina very melan- 
choly fituation. 

In‘“fuch a delicate conjunéture I confulted Melen- 
dez, who did not know how to advife me; for if 
he could not believe that my mafter was a fpy, on 
the other hand, he had no certain reafon to think 


' otherwife: fo that I refolved to obferve my patron 


narrowly, and to leave him, if I fhould pegceive 
that he was undoubtedly an enemy to the Rate; 
but I thought prudence, and the eafinefs of my 
place, required that I thould be firft perfe€tly fure 
of his practices. With this view I began to keep 
a frit eye over his ations ; and in order to found 
him, “ Sir, (faid I, one evening, while I ua- 
drefs’'d him) one does not know how to live, fo as 
to avoid flander: the world is very malicious, and 
we, among others, are very little obliged to our 
neighbours. You cannot guefs in what manner 
the malicious creatures talk of us.”’---** Right, Gil 
Blas, (anfwered he :) but what can they geod i 
child ?° 
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child?” ** Ah! truly (I replied) {candal never 
wants matter, Virtue herfelf farnifhes food for it. 
Our neighbours fay that we are dangerous people, 
and deferve to be taken notice of by the governmept. 
In a word, you are thought to be a {py for the king 
of Portugal.” While J pronounced thefe words, 
T look’d hard at my mafter, as Alexander * eyed 
his phyfician ; and employing all my penetration to 
difcover what effe&t my report produced in him, 
thoyght I obferved an emotion that too well agreed 
with the conjectures of the neigbourhood, and he 
fall into a fit of mufing, ypon which I did not put 
.the moft favourable conftruGion: but he foon 
recovered himfelf: and faid. with an air of tranqui- 
lity, ‘* Gil Blas, lec our neighbours think as they 
pléafe, without makjng our peace depend on their 
_. iMaginations ; and fince we give them no caufe to 
think amifs of us, let their opinion give us no 
uneafinefs.” aa eee 
. Upon this he went-to bed, and I followed his 
example, without knowing what to think of the. 
‘ natter. . Next day, juft as we were going out in 
the morning, we heard aloudrap at the outward 
- door: my mafter opened the other, and looking 
thro’ the {mall grate, faw a decent fort of a man 
at it, who faid, ‘‘ Signior cavalier, I am an Algua- 
zil, and come hither to tell you, that the cor- 
. regidor would fpeak with you.’. ‘* What does 
. he want with me?’ {replied my patron) ‘* That 


* Alexander the great having received a letter, inti- 
"mating that his phyfician intended to poifon him, took the 
- cup of medicine which he prefcribed, ond fwallowing it 
~ without hefitation, put the letter into the fufpected per- 

fon’s hand, fixing his eyes ftedfaftly upon him, while he 
- Sead it, in deder to diftinguith ia bis countenance, the 
. figns of innorence. or guily 
, I 
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I am ignorant of, Signior, (faid the ‘Alguazils 
but if you will take the trouble to go to his. 
houfe, you will foon know.”’ “ I am his moft 
humble fervant, (refumed my mafter;) but have: 
no manner of bufinefs with him.”” So faying, he 


Mhut the fecond door ; and having walked up and: 


down, for fome timé, like one alarmed at the dif- 
courfe of the Alguazil, put fix rials into my hand, 
faying, ‘* Gil Blas, thou may’ft go out, my friend.’ 
¥ do not intend to go abroad fo early, and have no 
further occafion for thee this morning.’? Thefe. 
words made me believe, that the fear of being ap- 

prehended -obliged him to ftay at home: fo that 
when I left him, in order to fee if my fufpicions 
were unjuit, I hid myfelf in a place from whence 

I could fee him, if he fhoutld come out: and fhould 


-have had the patience to ftay there the whole morn. 


ing, had he not fpared me that trouble. But an” 
hour after, I faw Him walking in the ftreet with an 
air of affurance, that at fir® confounded my pene- 
tration ; bur, far from being duped by thofe_ap-' 
pearances, Idiftrufled them, having no favourable’ 
opinion of the man. I looked upen his compofure 
as a piece of affectation, and even imagined that his 
remaining at home was with a view of fecuring his 
gold and jewels; and that in all ptobability, he 
would confult his fafety by immediate flight. I did / 
not expect to fee him again, and hefitated about go- 
ing in the evening to give my attendance at the 
dcor ; fo fure I was that he would quit the city in- 


ftantly, to efcape from the danger that threaten'd - 


him. “I did-nct fail, however; of being there; 


and, to my utter furprize, my mafter returned at | 


his ufual time, went to bed without fhewing the 
leaft uneafinefs, and got up next day wish the fame 
tranquillity, : 


Vor, I. R ‘When 
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. When we had done dreffing, fomebody knocked 
at the door ; upon which, my matter looking thro’ 
the grate, perceived the fame Alguazil who had 
been there the preceding day, and afked what he 
wanted? ‘© Open, (anfwered the Alguazil) here is 
montieur the corregidor*.’’ At this formidable 
name, my blood froze-in my veins! for I was 
curfedly afraid of thefe gentlemen fince I had paffed 
through their hands ; and wifhed that moment to 
be an hundred. leagues from Madrid: but my 
patron lefs afraid than I, opened the door, and 
received the judge with great refpect. ‘* You fee, 
(faid the corregidor to him) I do not come to your 
lodgings with many attendants, being-defirous of 
doing every thing with as little noife as poffible : 
and I believe that you deferve this refpedt, not- 
withftanding the ugly reports that are fpread of 
you. Tellme, therefore, yourname, and bufinefs 
at Madrid ?”’ “ Signior,”’ (replied my mafter) “ I 
was born in New CaftiJe, and my name is Don 
Barnard de Caftel Blazo: with regard to my 
bufinefs, I divert, myfelf in walking, frequenting 
Shews, and enjoying the agreeable converfation of 
a few fele& friends.” _ ‘* Doubtlefs (faid the judge) 
you have a greatincome,”’ “ No, Sir, (refumed 
my patron, interrupting him) I have neither rents, 
Jands, nor houfe.’’ ‘*‘ How do you live then? 
(replied the corregidor.’’) ‘© On that which you 
fhallfee, (faid Don Barnard ;°’)---at the fame time, 
he lifted up a. hanging, opened a door which 
J chad not before obferved, then another behind 
that, and carried the. judge into a clofet, where 
he thewed him a great trunk filled with pieces of 
gold. Bee et , ; ; 7 : 

%.. The eorregidar is the chief civil magiftrate in every 
City of Spain, appointed by the king. 

Cet. -. Then 
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Then he went on; ‘ Signior, you know that 
the Spaniards are enemies to work: neverthelefs, 
how averfe foever they may be to trouble, I may 
fafely fay that I excel them all in that particular : 
having a fund of lazinefs that-renders me incapable 
af any manner of employment. If Ihada mind to- 
dignify my vices, I would call this lazinefs a phi- 
Jofophical indolence, the work of a mind weaned 
from every thing that is moft ardently purfued in. 
life. But I will frankly own that I am conftitutionally 
idle: and fo idle, that if I was under a neceffity of 
working for my livelihood, I believe I fhould let 
mytelf die of hunger. With a view therefore, to 
lead a life agreeable to my humour, to free myfelf 
from the trouble of. managing my eftate, and above 
all things to fave myfelf the plague of a fteward ; I 
have converted my whole patrimony, confifting of 
feveral confiderable inheritances, into ready money. 
In this trunk are fifty thoufand ducats ; more than 


, I fhall ever have occafion for, was I to liveanother 


age ; for I don’t fpend a thoufand a year, and am 
already turned of fifty. I am not at all afra'd of 
what is to happen; for thank heaven, I am 
not addicted to any one of the three things 
which commonly bring men to ruin: I am not a 
flave to my ftomach, I. play only for amufement, | 
and am quite cured of women. So, that I am | 
under no apprehenfion of being ranked in my 
old age, among thofe voluptuous dotards who 
purchafe the favours of courtezans at an extravagant 
price.’ 

-*© What a happy man you are ! (faid the corre- 
gidor) you are very unjuftly fufpeéted of being a 
fpy ; that office being very. unfit for a perfon of 
your character, Proceed, Don Barnard, (added he) 

R32 . + continue 
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continue the life you new lead ; and, far from di- 
fturbing your happimefs, I declare myfelf the guar- 
dian of it; I beg the favour of your friendhhip, 
and offer you mine in return.’* ‘* Ah, Signior ! 
(cried my mafter, penetrated with thefe obliging 
expreffions,) I accept.the precjous offer you make, 
wwith equal joy and refpe@ ; for in vouchfafing me 
your friendfhip, you increafe my wealth and crown 
my felicity.”’ After this converfation, which the 
Alguazil and I- overheard at the clofet-door, the 
corregidor took his leave of Don Barnard, who 
could not enough exprefs his gratitude; while I, 
to fecond my mafter, and affift him in doing 
the honours of the houfe, overwhelmed the Al- 
guazil with civilities, making a thoufand pro- 
found bows, though in the bottom of my foul, 
Z harboured that difdain and averfion which 
every man of honour has for one of his oc- 


cupation, 
— CHAP. I. 
The afcnifoment of Gil Blas, when be met Captain Ro- 


Jando at Madrid, and the curious things which ‘that 
robber recounted to bim:. 


OWN Barnard de Caftel Blazo, after having 
waited upon the.corregidor to the ftreet, re- 
turned, with all expedition, to lock his ftrong box, 
and all the doors that fecured it. Then we went 
out both very well fatisfied ::he for having ac- 
quired a powerful friend, and I for being now en- 
fured in my fix rials a day. The defire I had to 
recount this adventure to Melendez, made me take 
the road to his houfe, which when I had almoft 
reached, J perceived captain Rolanco! IT was cone 
founded at finding him in this place, and couid not 
| help 
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help fhivering at. fight of him! He knew me at 
once, accofted me very gravely, and preferving {till 
his air of fuperiority, ordered me to follow him, 
I obey’d with fear and trembling, faying to myfelf, 


© Alas! he will, doubtlefs, make me pay what I 


owe him. Whither will he lead me? perhaps to 
fome fubterranean abode in this city. A plague 
upon it! If I thought fo, I would let him fee, in 
a hurry, that I have not got the gout in my toes,’° 
As I walked behind him, I refolved to take parti- 
cular notice of the place where he fhould ftop, 
from which I propofed to fcamper off as fait as 
my legs could carry me, fhould it feem in the leaft 
fufpicious. 

But Rolando foon banithed my fear, by going 
into a noted tavern, whither I followed him, and 
where he called for the beft wine, and befpoke 
dinner : in the mean time, we went into a rcom 
by ourfelves, where the captain {poke in this man. 
ner. ‘* Thou mutt be furprifed, Gil Blas, to meet 
thy old commander in this place ; and wilt be 
more fo {till when thou fhalt hear what I am go- 
ing to relate: That day on which I left thee in - 
our fubterranean retreat, and fet out for Manfilla 
with my whole company, in order to difpofe of 
the mules and horfes which we had taken the pre- 
ceding day, it was our fortune to meet the fon of 
the corregidor of Leon in his coach, accompanied 
by four men on horfeback well armed. We made 
two of them bite the duft, and the others betake 
themfelves to fight ; while the coachman, afraid 
of his mafter’s life, cried, in a fuppliant voice, O 
dear gentlemen ! in the name of God, do not kil 
the only (on of the corregidor of Leon.’? My peo- 
ple did not at all relent at thefe words, which, on 
the contrary, inipired them with fury : Gentlemen, 
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(faid one among us) let not the fon of our mortal 
enemy efcape: how many people of our profeffion 
hath his father put to death ? let us avenge them 
now, and facritice this viétim to their manes. ‘The 
reft of my men approved of this propofal ; and e- 
ven my heutenant- prepared to aé& the high-prieft 
in this ceremony, when I held his hands ; faying, 
fiop,; at ycur reril, why fhould we thed blood un- 


neceffarily ? Let us be fatisfied with the purfe of | 


this young man, whom (fince he makes no re- 
fiftance) it would be the utmoft barbarity to kill: 
befides, he is not accountable for the actions of his 
father, who -docs no more than his duty, in con- 
demring us to death ; juft as we do ours, in rifling 
travellers on the highway. 

“* My interceflion was far from being unfervice- 
able to the corregidor’s fon, from whom we took 
nothing but his money ; and having carried off the 
horfes of the two men we had flain, we fold them, 
together with our Gwn, at Manfilla ; then return- 
ing to our'tavern, which we reached next day be- 
fore it was light, we were not a little aftonithed to 
find the trap-door lifted up ; and our furprize re- 


doubled when we faw Leonarda fettered in the . 


kitchen, Being briefly informed by: her -of what 
had happened,-we wondered how thou could’ft 
outwit us, never having thought thee capable of 
playing fuch a clever trick, and we forgave thee 
on-account ef the invention. Having untied‘ our 
cock-maid, and given orders to drefs victuals for 
us, we went to look after our horfes in the ftable, 
where the old negro, who had received no fufte. 
nance for four and twenty hours, was at the laft 
gafp. We would have given him all the affiftance 
in our power; but he had loft his fenfes, and wag 
otherwife fo low, that, notwithftanding our gdod- 
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will, we left the poor devil in the clutches of 
death, ‘This did not deprive us of our appetite, 
which having fatisfied with a fumptuous meal, we 
retired to our fevcral chambers, and flept the reft 
of the day: when we got up, Leonarda let us 
know that-Domingo was no more, upon which we 
carried him to the cellar, where thou mayeft re- 
member thy bed was, and there performed his fu- 
neral obfequies, as if he had enjoyed the honour 
of being our companion. 

é¢ Five or fix days after, it happened, that, in- 
tending to make an excurfion, we, one morning, 
on the {kirts of the wood, fell in with three troops 


- belonging to the holy brotherhood, who feemed 


waiting in order to attack us. As we perceived 
only one of the three at firft, we defpifed it, tho’ 
More numerous than our company, and attacked 
it accordingly ; but while we were engaged with 
this, the other two, which had found means ta 
keep themfelves hitherto concealed, rufhed upon 
us fo fuddenly, that our valour was of little or 


‘no fervice, and we were under a neceflity of yield- 


ing to the numbers of the foe. Our lieutenant and 
two of our men fell on the field, while the twa 
that remained, and I, were fo hemmed in, and 
overpowered, that we were taken prifoners ; and 
while two of their troops conduéted us to Leon, 
the third went and deftroyed our retreat, which 
had been difcovered as follows : a peafant of Lu- 
cena, croffing the foreft, in his return home, per- 
ceived, by accident, the trap-door of our cavern 
lifted up, that very day on which thou madeft thy 
efcape with the lady ; and fufpe@ting that it was 
the place of our abode, had not courage to go in, 
but contented himfelf with taking a good obferva- 
tion of the place, which, the better to mark, he 
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cut off with his knife, thin flices of bark from the 
trees, at {mall diftances as he went along, until he 
had got quite out of the wood ; then repairing to 
Leon, imparted his difcovery to the corregidor, 
who received it with fo much the more joy, as his 
fon had been robbed by our cOmpany, affembled 
three troops in order to apprehend us, and the 
peafant was their guide, 

‘© My arrival furnifhed a thew for all the inha- 
bitants of Leon: had I been a Portuguefe general 
made prifoner of war, the people could not have 
been more eager to fee me.”’. “ Behold, (faid 
they) behold the famous captain who was the ter- 
ror of this country, and who, with his two com- 
rades, deferves to have the filefh torn from his 
bones with red-hot pincers.’’. ‘“* Being carried 
before the corregidor, he began to infult me, fay- 
ing, ‘* Well, miferable wretch! heaven, wea- 
ried with the diforders of thy life, at laft refigns 
thee to my juitice.” ‘* Sir, (replied I) if my 
ccimes are manifold, at leaft, I cannot reproach 
myfelf with the death of your only fon, whofe life 
i preferved, for which you owe me fome acknow- 
ledgment,”’ ‘“* Ah, mifcreant! (cried he) people 
of thy character are not entitled to the privileges 
of honour: and even if I had a mind to fave thy 
life, the duty of my office would not allow me.”’ 
‘© Having {poke to me in this manner, he ordered 
us to be imprifoned in a dungeon, where he did 
not let my companions. linger long ; for they went 
out, in three days, to act their laft tragical {cene 
in the market-place. <As forme, I remained thtee 
whole weeks in jail, imagining that my punith- 
ment was deferred in order to make it more ter- 
rible ; and was in expectation of a_ death. altoge- 
ther new ; when the corregidor ordering me to 
be 
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Le brought into his prefence, faid, Liften to thy 
fentence---Thow art free. Had it not been for 
thee, my only fon would have been murdered on 
the highway, As a father, I was willing to ac- 
knowledge this piece of fervice, but not having 
it in my power to acquit thee as a judge, J have 
wrote to court in thy behalf, follicited thy pardon, 
and obtained it. Thou mayeft go then whither 
thou halt pleafe: but (added he) -take my advice, 
reflect ferioufly on thy ill-fpent life, and frorn hence- 


forth quit the profeffion of robbery.” 


“* I was deeply affected with thefe words, and 


took the road of Madrid, refolved to turn over a | 


new leaf, and live honeftly in that city. I found 
my parents were dead, and their effects in the 
hands of an old relation, “who gave me fuch a faith- 
ful account of them, as guardians commonly do; alt 
that I have been able to touch, being no more thans 
three thoufand ducats, which, in all probability, 
js not above one fourth of what is my due. But 
what courfe cculd I take ? I fhould gain nothing 
by going to law; therefore, to avoid idlenefs, I 


have purchafed the place of an Alguazil. My bre- 
thren, out of decency, would have oppofed my ad-_ 


miffion, had they: been acquainted with. my flory, 
which luckily they were ignorant of, or pretended 
to be fo, which is the fame thing ; for in that 
honourable corps it is the bufinefs of every indi- 
vidual to conceal his own exploits: thank heaven ! 
not one of us can juftly reproach his fellow.: fo that 
it may be faid of the fraternity, The devil may ‘take 
the beft. Neverthelefs, my friend, (added Rolando) 
I will now difclofe the bottom of my foul : the pro- 
feffion which I have embraced, is not at all to my 
liking; it requires a behaviour too delicate and 
myfterious for me; and whatever tricks we ae 
7 mu 
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muft be very crafty and fecret: O how I regret 
my old profeffion! I grant, there is more fafety in 
this new employment: but there was more pleafure 
in the other, and liberty is my delight. In all 
likelihood I fhall get rid of my office, and fet. out 
one morning fcr the mountains at the fource of the 
river Tagus, where J know there is a retreat in- 
habited by a numerous company, chiefly of Cata- 
lonians ;. (that is making their elogium in one word) 
if thou wilt accompany me, we will go and increafe 
the number of thefe great men: I fhall be fecond 
captain in their company ; and will for thy better 
reception, affure them that I have feen thee ten 
times engaged by my fide; I will extol thy valour 
to the fkies, and fay more in thy praife than a 
general fays of an officer whom he wants to pro- 
mote, I will take care not to mention a word of 
the trick that thou haft played, becaufe it would 
make them fufpicious of thee: the adventure 
fhall therefore be concealed. Well, (added he) 
art thou ready to follow my fortune? I wait for thy 
reply.”’ 

** So many men, fo many minds, (faid I to 
Rolando) you are born for hardy deeds, and I for 
a quiet and eafy. life.’ ‘© O! I underftand you 
(cried he, interrupting me) the lady whom love 
perfuaded you to refcue, ftill ‘seeps poffeffion of 
your heart, and doubtlefs you lead a happy life 
with her in Madrid: confefs, Mr. Gil Blas, that 
you have taken lodgings for her, and {pend together 
the piftotes which you carried off from the fubterra- 
nean retreat.’’ I told him that he was miftaken, 
and that in order to undeceive him, I would, while 
_ we fhould be at dinner, relate the ftory of the lady : 
this I did accordingly, and informed him of all that 
~ had happened to me, fince I quitted the com- 


pany. 
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pany. Towards the end of our repaft, he refumed 
the fubject of the Catalonians, owned that he was 
determined to join them, and made a new attempt 
to engage me in the fame refolution, But finding 
that I was not to be perfuaded, he darted a fierce 
look at me, faying in a ve: y ferious tone, ** Since 
thou haft fuch a groveling foul as to prefer thy fervile 
condition to the honour ot affociating with men of 
courage, I abandon thee to the bafenefs of thy in- 
clinations: but liften to the words Iam about to 
pronounce, and let them remain engraven on thy 
memory: forget that thou haft met me to-day, | 
and never talk of me from henceforth: for if ever 
I fhall hear that thou fo much as nameft me in con-~ 
verfation---thou knoweft me---I will fay no more,”” 
Having thus expreffed himfélf, he called to pay, 
difcharged the bill, and we got up in. order to 
part. . 


CHAP. IIl. : 
He is difmiffed by Don Barnard de Caftel Blazo, and’ 


enters into the service of a beau, ' 


S we went out of the tavern, and were taking 
leave of one another, my mafter happening 
to pafs, faw me, and I perceived, looked hard at 
the captain, which made me believe that he was 
furprifed to find me acquainted with fuch a figure, 
Certain it is, that the appearance of Rolando could 
not prepoffefs people in his favour: for he was a 
very tall fellow with a long vifage and hook-nofe ; 
and though not ugly, had very much the air of a 
rank fharper, - 

I was not deceived in my conje€tures; for in the 
evening, I found Don Barnard ftill harping on the 
captain's figure, and extremely well difpofed to 

believe 
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believe all the fine things I could have faid of him, 
had not my mouth been fhut. ‘* Gil Blas, (faid he) 
-who is that tall fpunger in whofe company I faw 
thee to-day ?”” Treplied, ‘‘ He is an Alguazil ;” 
and thought he would reft fatisfied with that anfwer; 
~ but he afked a great many other queftions ; and as I 
appeared embarrafied, becaufe I remembered the 
threat of Rolando, he broke the converfatiorn ab- 
ruptly, and went to bed. -Next morning, when I 
had done my duty as ufual, inftead of fix rials, he 
gave me as many ducats; faying, “‘ Hold, my 
triend, here is what I give thee for having ferved 
me hitherto: go, and feek for another place, for I 
cannot put up with a fervant who has fucb honour- 
able acquaintances.’” I took it in my head to pre- 
tend in.my own juftification, that my acquaintance 
with the Alguazil was occafioned by my having 
prefcribed for him, while I praétifed phyfic at 
Valladolid. ‘* Very well: (replied my mafter) 
that’s an ingenious evafion: but thou fhouldft have 
thought of it laft night, and not have been fo much 
difconcerted.”” ‘Sir, (added I) Ithought it would 
be imprudent in me to tell it: and that was the 
caufe of my confufion.”” ‘°-Oh furely (replied he, 
clapping my fhoulders gently) you have been very 
prudent; I did not think thou hadft been fo 
cunning. Go, child, Ihave no farther occafion for 
shee.” . 

_ J went inftantly to inform Melendez of this piece 
of bad news, who told me, for my ccnfolation, 
that he intended to introduce me into a better fami- 
ly ; and accordingly, a few days after, ‘‘ Gil Blas, 


my friend, (faid he) you don’t know what good _ 


news I have totell you ; you are going to enjoy the 
moeft agreeable poft you could defire; for I will 
{ettle you with;Don Matthias de Silva, a man of the 
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farit quality, and one of thofe young lords who go 
under the denomination of beaus : he does me the 
honour to buy cloth of me: on truft, indeed; but 
there is nothing tobe loft by people of his ranks 
fer they commonly marry rich heireffes who pay 
their debts: and even if that fhould not happen, 
a tradefman who underftands his bufinefs, fells 
always fo dear that he can afford to lofe three fourths 
of his bargain. The fteward of Don Matthias: is . 
_ my particular friend, .: Let us go to him now; he 
will himfelf prefent you to his mafter; and you 
may depend upon it, he will for my” fake, treat 
you with uncommon regard.” 

In our way to the houfe of Don Matthias, the 
merchant faid, ‘ It will not be amifg, I believe, to 
give you Some information of the charaéter of this 
fteward, whofe name is Gregorio Rodriguez. Be- 
tween you and me, he is a man of no family, who 
finding himfelf born for bufinefs, followed the 
bent of his genius, and enriched himfelf with the 
pillage of two families which he ferved in quality of 
Rteward. I affure you he has a great deal of vanity, 
and loves to fee the reft of the fervants cringe to 
him. They muft addrefs themfelves to him firft, 
when they have the leaft favour to afk of their 
mafter, for fhould it happen that they obtain it 
without his intereft, he has always expedients in 
readinefs by which it will either be revoked or 
rendered ineffe@ual. Remember this, Gil Blas, 
in the regulation of your condu& : pay your court 
to Signior Rodriguez, preferably to your mafter 
himfelf, and do all that lies in your power to pleafe 
him: his friendfhip will beftead you much ; he will 
pay your wages pundually ; andif you are dextrous. 
enough to acquire his ac he may give you 
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fome pretty bones to pick, out of the number he 
has in his poffefficn. Don Matthias is a young 
“lord who minds nothing but his pleafure, and 
-would not for the world inform himfelf of the 
ftate of his own affairs. What aglorious family is 
that fora fteward!” 

Arriving at the houfe, we defiréd to fpeak with 
Signior Rodriguez, who, we were told, was in his 
own apartment; there we found with him a kind 
of farmer, who had a blue canvas bag full of money, 
in his hand. The fteward, who looked mere pale 
and yellow than a girl oppreffed with her maiden- 


head, came towards Melendez. wiih open arms; 


he, on the other band, met him in the fame man- 
ner, and they embraced one another with demon- 
{trations of triendfhip, in which there was, at leaft, 
as much art as nature. . Then my-affair coming on 


the carpet, Rodriguez examined me from head to: 


foot, and told me.in a very polite mapner, that L 
was juft fuch an one'as Don Matthias weated, 
and that he would with pleafure prefent me to that 
lord. Upon which, Melendsg letang him know 
how much be was interefted in my behalf, and 
begging that he would favour me with his protec- 
tion, committed me to his care, and after abun- 
dance of compliments, withdrew. He was no 
fooner gone than Rodriguez faid to me, “* I will 
conduct you tomy mafter as foon as J can difpatch 
this honeft country-man.”. Thea geiag ta the 
peafant, and taking hold of the bag, ‘* Talego, 
(faid he) let us fee if there be jut 5c00 piftoles here.” 
Having counted the money and found it right, he 
gave the farmer.a difcharge for the fum, and fent 
him about his .bufinefs ; and putting the piftoles 
into the bag again, addreffid himfelf to nae, faying,. 
“. This is the right time for us to g@ to the 
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Jévee of my mafter, who commonly rifes ahout 
moon, It is near the hour, and I fuppofe he is 


” 
.u 


This was the cafe, we found Don Matthias in his 
morning-gown, lolling in “an eafy chair, over an 


-arm of which he had tilted one of his legs, and 


poifed himfelf by leaning with his body the other 
way, and rafping tobacco; while he talked toa 
footman, who for the prefent did the duty of his 
walet de chambre. My lord, (faid the fteward to 
him) here is a young man whom I take the liberty 


. to prefent as one fit to fill the place of the valet 


“whom you difmiffed two days ago: Melendez your 
drdper recommends him, affuring me that he is a 
Jad of merit, and I hope your lordfhip will be very 


. well fatisfied: with his behaviour.” ‘* Enough, 


(anfweréd the young lord) fince you introduce him 
“to me, Treceive him into my fervice with implicit 


. faith, and make him my valet de chambre, So, 


that ‘affair is fettled ; but, Rodriguez, (added he) 
let as talk of fomething elfe: you are come very 
opportuneély ; for I was juft going to fend for you, 
I have bad news to tell you, my dear Rodriguez ! 
You muft Know I had ill luck at play laft night. 
Tcgether with an hundred piftoles which I had 
about me, I have loft two hundred more oh my 
parole ; and you know of what importance itis for 

¢ople of quality to difcharge that fort of debts ; 
t is indeed the only kind which we are obliged in 
point of honour to pay ; and we do not give our- 
felves much concern about the reft: you mutt 
therefore find two hundred pittoles denpediatelys 


and fend them to the countefs of Pedrofa.””. ‘* Sir, 


(faid the fteward) it is fooner faid than done. 
Where fhall I get that fum, to pleafe you? I have 
not been able to finger one ae: of your tenants, 
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ket me threaten as hard as¥I can; and yet I am 
obliged to maintain your family in an honourable 
way, though I fweat blood and water in procuring 
wherew:thal to defray the expence. True, indeed, 
Ihave hitherto, thank heaven! made fhift : but FE 
am now reduced to fuch extremity thatI know not 
what faint in heaven to invoke.” ‘* All thefe 
harangues are ufelefs, (cried Don Matthias, inter- 
rupting him) and you worry me with your refie@ti- 
ons. Don’t you imagine, Rodriguez, that I will 
change my difpofition, and divert myfelf with look- 
ing into my own affairs. An agreeable amufement, 
truly, for a man of pleafure like me!’ “ Have a 
little patience, (replied the fteward) at the rate you 
you go on, I forefee that you will be rid of that 
care in.a very fhort time.’’ ‘* You fatigue me, 
(faid the young lord, in a paffion) you murder me.--- 
Give me leave to ruin myfelf imperceptibly; I 
tell you, I want two hundred piftoles; and 
I muft have them.” Vil go then (faid Ro- 
driguez) and have recourfe to the little old 
man who has already lent you money at high 
intereft.”” ‘* You may if you pleafe, have re- 
courfe to the devil, (anfwered Don Matthias,) 
provided 1 have the two hundsed piftoles, I 
fhall give myfelf no farther troyble about the 
matter.” 

Juft as he had pronounced thefe words in a 
hafty and difcontented manner, the fteward went 
away, and a young man of quality called Don 
Antonio Centelles, came in. ‘‘ What is the 
matter? (faid this laft to my mafter) that art 
cloudy, my friend: I perceive indignation in thy 
countenance. Whatcan have put you into this 
bad humour? I'll lay a wager, it was the man 
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whom I met going out.”’ “ Yes, (replied Don 
Matthias) it was my fteward: every time he comes 
to {peak with me, I fuffer for one quarter of an 
hour, by his talking about my affairs, and faying 
that I have quite exhaufted my finances. Imper- 
tinent beaft! he cannot fay that he lofes by me, 
I’m fure.”’ “ Why, child, (faid Don Artonio) I 
am in the fame condition; having a factor not a 
whit morareafonable,than thy fteward: when the 
rogue, in obedience to my repeated orders, brings 
money forme, one would think, he gave it out of 
his own pocket. He overwhelms me with reflecti- 
ons,”? ‘* Sir, (fays he) you are undone, your 
rents are feized’’---“* Upon which I am obliged to 
cut him fhort, in order to put an end to his ridicu- 
lous difcourfe.*” ‘* The misfortune is, (faid Don’ 
Matthias) we cannot live without thefe people, 
who are neceffary evils.” ‘ They are fo, (replied 
Centelles) but hark’ee (added he, laughing with all 
his might) there’s a comical thought come into my 
head: ‘a moft incomparable conception! by which 
‘we may convert thofe fcenes which we have with 
them, into mirth; and divert ourfelves with that 
which now gives us fo much uneafinefs, Let me 
demand of thy fteward all the money thou thal 
have occafion for ; while thou doft the fame by my 
manager; then they may moralize as they pleafe, 
we can hear them with great compofure; becaufe 
thy fteward will fhew me thy accounts, and my 
factor will entertain thee with mine, 1 fhall hear 
of nothing but thy profufion, and thou wilt 
fee riothing but mine. This will be admirable 
{port,” 

A thoufand bright ftrokes fucceeded this fally, 
and mightily diverted the young lords, who con- 
verfed together with a great deal of vivacity; until 
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their difcourfe was interrupted by Gregorio Rodri- 
guez, who returned with a little old man almof 
quite bald. Don Antonio would have gone away, 
faying, ** Adieu, Don Matthias, I fhall fee you by 
and by: at prefent, you have doubtlefs, fome feri- 
ous affair to difcufs with thefe gentlemen.”” ‘“* O, 
not at all, (replied my mafter) ftay, it is no fecret. 
-That difcreet old perfon whom you fee, is an honeft 
man, who lends me money at the rate of twenty 
per cent.”’ ‘* How! twenty per cent. (cried 
Centelles, with an air of aftonifhment) Egad, I 
congratulate thee upon being in fuch good hands! [I 
am not fo kindly dealt with, and may fay that I 
' purchafe filver at the price of gold; I commonly 
borrow at the rate of forty in the hundred.” 
‘< Heavens! what extortion ! (exclaimed the old 
ufurer) do thefe knaves ever think of another world? 
I am not at all furprifed at the hue and cry raifed 
againft people who lend upon. intereft. , It is the 
exorhitant profit which fome exaét, that ruins our 
honour and reputation: if all my brethren were 
like me, we fhould not be fo much reviled: for 
my fole view in lending, isto befriend my fellow- 
creatures. Ah! if times were as they-have been, 
1 would offer you my purfe without intereft: and 
.tyuily, in fpite of the prefent fcarcity, I can hardly 
prevail upon myfelf to take twenty per cent. But 
for my part, 1 believe money has retired again 
within the bowels of the earth: there is no fuch 
thing to be had ;. for which reafon, I am obliged to 
retrench my benevolence, 

How much do you want?’’ (added he, addreffing 
himfelf to my mafter,) ‘ Imuft have two hundred’ 
piftoles,*’ (replied Don Matthias.) ‘© Here are 
four hundred in a bag, (faid the ufurer) you fhall 

have one half.’ So faying, he pulled from under 
: his 
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his cloak a blue bag, which feemed to be the very 
fame which the peafant Talego had left with the 
five hundred piftoles, in the hands of Rodriguez. 
I foon knew. what to think of the matter, and found 


_ that Melendez had not praifed the fteward’s under- 


‘ 


ftanding without caufe. The old man having 
emptied the bag on the table, began to count the 
money; my mafter was inflamed with defire of 
poffeffion, at the fight; and ftruck with the totality 
of the fur, faid to the ufurer, “ Signior Defco- 
mulgado, I have mae a very wife reflection, 
troly! What a fool I am? to borrow no more than 
what is abfolutely neceffary to difengage my parole, 
without confidering that I have not a penny in my 
purfe. I thall be obliged to have recourfe to you 


-to morrow; therefore, to fpare you the trouble 
of coming back, I think it will not be amifs © 


to pocket the whole four hundred.’’ ““‘ My lord, 
(faid the ufurer) a part of this money was defigned 
for a good licentiate, who has fome fat benefices 
which he charitably employs in perfuading young 
girls to retire from the world, and in furnifhing 
their retreats. But fince you have occafion for the 
whole fum, it is at your fervice: all that I defire is 
fufficient fecurity.’” ‘* Oh! as for fecurity, (faid 
Rodriguez, interrupting him, and taking a paper 
out of his pocket) you fhall be fatisfied: here is an 
order to be figned by Don Matthias, for five hundred 
piftoles, upon one of his tenants, called Talego, 
a rich farmer of Mondejan.’” ‘* Very well (re- 
plied the ufurer) I never make many words,” 
Upon which, the fteward prefented a pen to 
his mafter, who without reading the order, 
fet his name to the bottom, whiftling all the 


while, | 
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This affair being ended, the old man took his 
Jeave of my patron, who ran and embraced him, 
faying, ‘* Till our next meeting, Signior ufurer, 
I am wholly yours: I don’t know why people of 
your profeffion are branded with the name of rogues = 
for my own part, I think you are very neceflary 
and ferviceable to fociety: you are the confolation 
of athoufand heirs, and the refource of all thofe 
lords whofe expence exceeds their income.”’ “ Thou 
art in the right (cried Centelles) ufurers are 
very honeft people, whom we never can honour 
enough : I will, in my turn, embrace this gentle- 
man, on account of his twenty per cent.’” With 
thefe words, he approached and hugged the old man 5 
and thefe two beaus, for their diverfion, began to 
pufh him backward and forward to one another, 
like a ball between two tennis-players. After he 
had been toffed to and fro a good while, they let 
him go withthe fteward, who was more deferving 
than he, of theix embraces, and of fomething elfe 
alfo. 

Rodriguez and his under-ftrapper being gone, 
Don Matthias fent the half of his piftoles to the 
countefs of Pedrofa, by the footman who was pre- 
fent, and fecured the reft in a long, embroidered, 


. filk purfe, which he commonly wore in his pocket. 


Very well fatisfied with feeing himfelf in cafh, he 
{aid to Don Antonio, with a gay air, ‘* What fhall 
awe do to-day? Let us confult about it.” ‘* You 
{peak like a fenfible man ; (replied CenteHes) with 
all my heart: let us deliberate.” While they were 
gonfidering how to {pend the day, two other lords 
arrived; thefe were Don Alexo Segiar and Don 
Fernand de Gamboa, both of them about the 
age ef my mafter, that is, between eight and 
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twenty and thirty. Thefe four cavaliers, at meet- 
ing, hugged one another fo heartily, that one 
would have thought they had not met for ten years 
before; then Don Fernand, who was a jovial com- 
panion, addreffing himfelf to Don Matthias and 
Don Antonio, faid, Gentlemen, where do you’ 
intend to dine to-day } ? If you are not engaged, J'll 
condud& you to a tavern where you fhall drink 
nectar; I fupped there laft night, and left it only 
this morning between five and fix aclock.”’ “* Would 
to heaven, (cried my mafter) that I had done the 
fame: in which cafe, I fhould not have loft my 
money.”” 

“‘ As for me, (faid Centelles) I treated myfelf 
laft night with a new diverfion: for I love variety 
in my pleafures, which alone makes life agreeable. 
A friend of mine carried me to the houfe of a far- 
mer of the revenue, a gentleman who does his 
own bufinefs together with that of the ftate. There 
I faw magnificence and tafte, the entertainment 
being elegant enough, But I was mightily diverted 
with the ridiculous behaviour of the tax-gatherer 
himfelf, who, tho’ the moft plebeian of his clafs, 
affumed the man of quality; and kjs wife, though 
horribly ugly, affected the airs of a beauty, and 
faid a thoufand filly things. feafoned with the Bif- 
cayan accent, which rendered them {till more re- 

‘markably foolith. Befides, there were at table, 
four or five children, with their tutor ; fo that you 
may eafily conceive how I was diverted with this 
family-fupper.”’ 

And I, gentlemen, (faid Don Alexo Segiar) 
fupped at the houfe of Arfenia the atrefs. We 
were fix in all; Arfenia, Florimonda, with a 
coquette of her acquaintance, the marquis of 
Zeneta,, Don Juan of Moncada, and your humble 
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es . \ 
202 The ADVENTURES of 


fervant. We fpent the night in drinking and 
{peaking bawdy. Heavens! what pleafure! ’Tis 
true, indeed, Arfenia and Florimonda have not 
much genius, but their wantonnefs fupplies the 
piace of wit. They are merry, brifk, romping 
creatures, and I love thema thoufand times better 
than your precife women of fenfe.”” 


CHAP. IV. 


How Gil Blas became acquainted with the valets of re 


beaus.---The admirable fecret they imparted to Lim, of 
acguring the reputation of aman of wit, at a frall 


expence 5 and the fingular oath which they obliged bim 


to take. 


N this manner did thefe lords continue the con- 
verfation, until Don Matthias, whom, in the 
mean time, I helped to drefs, was ready to go 
abroad. Then he bad me follow him, and all the 
beaus together fet out forthetavern, to which Don 
Fernand de Gamboa had propofed to condu& thett. 
As I walked in the rear, in company with three 


other valets, (for each of the cavaliers had one,) - 


J obferved, not without wonder, that thefe three 
dcmeftics copied the air and manner of their re- 
fpetive mafters. Having faluted them as their 
new comrade, they returned the civility, and one 
among them, after having obferved me fome 
minutes, faid, ‘* Brother, I perceive that you have 
never as yet ferved a young lord,”” ‘* No, indeed, 
(anfwered I,) it is not long fince I came to Madrid.” 
“* Sol fuppofe, (replied he) you fmell ftrong of the 
country; you feem timorous and aukward, and 
there is a ftiffnefs in your behaviour: but, no 
matter, we will {con polifh you, takemy word.” I 
am afraid you flatter me, (faidT to him,)’”? Not at 

3 all, 


a 


all, (he replied) if you was the greateft blockhead in 
the univerfe, we fhall aa * le to mek you pafs : 
you may depend upon it.” 

This was enough to make me spaenan that my 
confederates were brave Jads, and that I could not 
be in better hands, in order to become a pretty 
fellow. When we arrived at the tavern, we found 
an entertainment ready, which Siznior Don Fer- 
nand had the precaution to befpeak in the morning 
our matters fat down to table, and.we ftood ready 
to ferve them: then they began to talk with fuch 
gayety, that I was delighted to hear them. I was 


. ‘very much diverted with their different. characters, 


thoughts and expreffions; their fire! their fallies of 
imagination, made me believe them a new fpecies 
of men! When the deffert was upon the table, we 
brought in’a great number of bottles of the beft 
Spanifh wine: and left them, to go and dine by 
qurfelves, ina little hall where the cloth was laid on 
purpofe. - 

I foon perceived that the knights my companions,. 
had more merit thah [ at firft imagined: they not 
only affumed the manners of their mafters, but 
even affe@ted their very language, and thefe rafcals. 
fucceeded fo well, that (the quality air excepted}: 
there was no difference: I admired their free and 
ealy deportment ; was charmed with their wit, 
and defpaired of ever being fo agreeable. The valet 
of Don Fernand (becaufe his mafter treated ourg} 
performed the honours of the banquet, and that 
nothing might be wanting, called the landlord, 
faying, ** Mafter Andrew Mantuano, give us ten 
bottles of your very beft wine, and according to 
cuftom, add them to my: mafter’s bill.” ‘* With 
all my heart, (replied the landlord) but, Mr. Gafpard, 
you know-that Signior Don Fernand owes mea good 

many 
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many entertainments already ; and if by your 
means I could touch a little money’’--- “* Oh! 
(faid the valet, interrupting him) give yourfelf no 
trauble about what he owes you: PH anfwer for 
it; my mafter’s debts are as good as gold: ‘tis 
true, indeed, fome unmannerly creditors have feized 
our rents, but we fhall obtain a replevy very foon, 
and then we will difcharge your bill without fo 
much as examining the articles.” Mantuano 
brought the wine, notwithftanding the rents being 
feized ; and we drank it in expeation of the reple- 
vy. It was a good jeft to fee us, every moment, 
toafting one another, under the furnames of our 
mafters: Don Antonio’s valet giving the name of 
Gamboa to Den Fernando’s fervant, and Don Fer- 
nando’s footman honouring Don Antonio’s valet 


with that of Centelles ; they called me Silva, and, © 


by degrees, we get as drunk, under thefe borrow- 
ed names, as our mafters to whom they properly 
belonged. 

Though I did not fhine fo much as my compa- 
nions, they did not fail to exprefs their approbati- 
on of me, ‘* Silva, (faid one of the archeft among 
them) we fhall make fomething of thee, my friend : 
I perceive thou haft a fund of genius, but doft not 

‘know how to ufe it to advantage. The fear of 
{peaking nonfenfe hinders thee from talking at a 
venture ; and yet, by this alone, a thoufand peo- 
ple, now-a-days, acquire the reputation of wits. 
If thou haft a mind to fhine, give the rein to thy 
vivacity, and indifferently rifk every thing that 
comes uppermoft.---Thy blunders will pafs for a 
noble boldnefs ; and if, after having uttered a 
thoufand impertinencies, one witticifm efcapes 
thee, the filly things will be forgot, the lucky 
sheught will be remembered, and the world will 
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conceive an high opinion of thy merit. This is 
what our mafters practife with fuch fuccefs ; and 
what every man muft do, who afpircs to the repus 
tation of a diftinguifhed wit.” | 

- Befides that I was but too fond of paffing for a 
fine genius, the fecret which he had difclofed to me 
feemed fo eafy, that I was.refolved not to negle& 
it. I put it inftantly to thé proof, and the wine I 
had drank conttibuted to its fuccefs ; that is, I 
{poke at random, and had the good fortune to 
throw out, among a great deal of nonfenfe, fome 
flathes of wit, by which I acquired great applaufe. 
This coup d’ effai filled me with confidence: I col- 
lected all my vivacity to produce fome bright fally, 
and chance befriended me in the attempt: 

“* Well, (faid he who {poke to me in the ftreet) 
don’t you begin to get rid of your ruft? Thou haft 
not been two hours in our company, and art al- 
ready quite another man, Thou wilt improve vi- 
fibly every day.---See what it is to ferve reople of 
quality ; it elevates the mind, while the being va- 
Jet to citizens has a quite contrary effect.’” Doubt- 
lefs, (anfwered I) and therefore I will henceforth 
confecrate my fervice to the nobility.” - “ That’s 
nobly faid, (cried Don Fernando’s valet, half-feas 
over) it does not belong to your citizens to poffefs 
fuch fuperior geniufes as we are. Come therefore, 
gentlemen, (added he) let us take an oath never to 
ferve fuch rapfcallions, and {wear to it by the river 
Styx.’’.. We laughed heartily at Gafpard’s conceit, 
which we approved of very much, and took the 
burlefque oath with our glaffes in our hands. 

Thus we continued at table yntil our mafters 
were pleafed to retire, which was about midnight, 
a circumftance which my companions looked upon 
as an excefs of fobriety. Tis true, indeed, thefe 

Vor. 1. Tv young 
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young lords left the tavern in fuch good time, only 
with a view to vifit a famous coquette, who lived 
in the court-end of the town, and kept open houfe 
for your men of pleafure by night as well as by 
day. She was between thirty and forty years old, 
ftill extremely handfome, agreeable, and fo con- 
fummate in the art of pleafing, ‘that (it was faid)} 
fhe fold the remains of her beauty at a higher price 
than that which fhe had received for its firft fruits. 


There were always in her houfe two or three other - 


courtezans of the firft rank, who contributed not a 
little to the great ccncourfe of lords who frequent- 
ed it. They went to play in the afternoon, then 
fupped, and fpent the night in drinking and mak- 
ing merry. Here our matters ftaid till morning, 
and we alfo, without feeling the time lie heavy on 
our hands ; for while they diverted themfelves 
with the mittrefies, we amufed ourfelves with the 
maids ; and at laft departed all together at break 
of day, every one going to bed at his own home, 
My matter, getting up, as ufual, about noon, 
drefied himfelf, and went out, I followed him to 
the hovufe of Don Antonio Centefles, where we 
found one Don Alvaro de Acunha, an old gentle- 
man, and profeffed rake. -All the young fparks, 
who had an ambition to become fine gentlemen, 
put themfelves under his tuition ; by which they 
were formed for pleafure, taught to make a figure 
in the world, and to fpend their fortunes with a 
good zracé, he himfelf being under no apprehen- 
ficn of {quandering away his own, which was gone 
long ago. Thefe three cavaliers having faluted one 
another, Centelles faid to my mafter, ‘° Faith, 
Den Matthias, thou could’ft not come at a better 
time: Don ‘Alvaro is going to carry me to the 
Route’ of a Sa? “who has- invited the marquis of 
os = ae ‘Zeneta 
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Zeneta and Don Juan de Moncado to dinner, and 
thou fhalt be of the party.” “‘ What is the name 
of this citizen ? (faid Don Matthias,”’) ‘* He is 
called Gregorio de Noriega, (replied Don Alvaro 3) 
and I will, in two words, give you a ppreen of 
the man. His father, who is a rich jeweller, Rav- 
ing gone abroad to negotiate his affairs, left him 
the enjoyment of a large income: but Gregorio is. 
a fool, who has a difpofition prone to fpend his 
eftate, in doing which he affe&ts the beau, and 
would fain pafs for a man of fpirit in defpite of 
mature, As he begged-me to take him under my 
‘ dire€tion, I govern him at prefent ; and I can af- 
fure you, gentlemen, he is in a fair way ; ‘his 
finances being already pretty well funk.’’---“* I 
don’t at all doubt it, (cried Centelles :) I fee him 
already at the work-houfe, Come, Don Matthias, 
let us make an acquaintance with him, that we: 
may have fome fhare in his ruin.”* ‘ With all my 
heart, (replied my mafter ;) I love dearly to ice 
the fortune of thefe little upftart gentlemen over- 
turned, becaufe they vainly pretend to rival us in 
{plendor. Nothing, for example, ever gave me fo — 
much diverfion as the misfortune of that publican’s 
fon, who was, by his inclination for play, and his 
vanity in aping the great, obliged to fell all, to his 
very houfe.”” Oh! as for him, (faid Don Anto- 
nio) he deferves no compaffion ; for he is as great 
a coxcomb in his adverfity as he was in high 
life.” is 
Centelles, and my mafter, repairing, with Don 
Alvaro, to the houfe of Gregorio de Noriega,- Mo- 
gicon and 3 went thither alfo, both of us ravith’d 
to find a feaft going forward, and to have an op- 
portunity of contributing, on our parts, to the 
ruin of a citizen,|- As we went in, we perceived 
T 2 fevera' 
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feveral people bufy in dreffing the dinner ; and the 
ragouts they were preparing fent forth a favoury 
fteam, that very much prepoffeffed the fmell irr fa- 
vour of the tafte. The marquis of Zeneta and 
Don Juan of Moncada arrived, and the entertainer 
feemed to be a great booby, who attempted, in 
vain, to affume the carriage of a beau, being a 
very bad copy of thefe excellent originals ; or ra- 
ther a downright fimpleton, who affected an air 
of underftanding. Imagine to yourfelf a man of 
this character in the midft of/five jokers, whofe 
fole aim was to exercife their raillery upon him, 
and engage him in infupportable expence, ‘* Gen- 
tlemen, (faid Don Alvaro, after the firft compli- 
ments) I prefent to you Signior Gregorio de No- 
riega, as a complete cavalier. Befides a thoufand 
other excellent qualifications, he poffeffes an un- 
derftanding fo exquifitely cultivated, that you can- 
* not take him amifs. He is equally ftrong on all 
fubjeéts, from the moft clofe and fubtile logic, 
down to the art of fpelling.”” “ Oh! now you 
flatter me, (faid_the citizen, interrupting him with 
a very foolifh laugh.) Signior Alvaro, I may, with 
more juftice, return the compliment ; for you are, 
as one may fay, a very draw-well of erudition.” 
i Thad no defign (replied Don Alvaro) to fith for 
fuch a genteel repartee ; but, upon my word, gen- 
tlemen, Signior Gregorio cannot fail of acquiring 
great reputation in the world.” ‘* For my own 
part, (faid Don Antonio) what I am moft charmed 
with, and what I greatly prefer to his knowledge 
in orthography, is the judicious choice he makes 
of his company: inftead of confining himfelf to’ 
the converfation of citizens, he cultivates acquaint. 
ance with none but young fords, without giving 
himfelf any trouble about the expence dtténding it, 
There 
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There is, in this conduét, an elevation of fenti- 
ment, and it may be called fpending one’s money 
with tafte and difcernment.”’ 

Thefe ironical praifes were followéd by a thou- 
fand more of the fame fort, and poor Gregorio was 
fpared by noné of them ; each of the beaus, in his 
turn, breaking his jeft, the meaning of which the 
fool did not perceive. On the contrary, he took 
every thing in a literal fenfe, and appeared very 
happy in his guefts; nay, he feemed even pleafed 
with being turned into ridicule: and, in fhort, 
fervéd them as a butt during the whole time of 
dinner. They ftaid with him the remaining part 
of the day, and all night longs whilft we drank 
at difcretion as well as our mafters, and by that 
timé they took leave of the prstizens we were all in 
an excellent trim, | ~ 


CHAP. V. 
Gil Blas fets up for a man of gallantry, and becomes 
nggined with a fine lady, 


FTER having refrefhed myfelf with fome 
hours of fleep, I got up in good humour 3; 
and remembring the advice I had received from 
Melendez, went (my mafter not being yet awake) 
and precfented my refpegs to the fteward, whofe 


vanity feemed not a little flattered with this in- 


ftance of my regard. He received me very gra- 
cioufly, and afked if I was not yet familiarized to 
the way of living practifed among young noble- 
men. I replied, that though it was quite new to 
me as yet, I did not defpait of being reconciled 

to it in time. 
And truly this happened very foon, for my hu- 
mour and difpofition fuffered a thorough change. 
T 3 From 
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From being fedate and penfive, I became.a brifk, 


blundering coxcomb ; and the valet of Don Anto- | | 


nio complimented me on my metamorphofis, fay- 
ing, that there was. now nothing wanting to make 
me illuftrious, but an intrigue ; which, he affirm- 
ed, was abfolutely neceffary towards finifhing the 
charadter of a pretty fellow, all our comrades being 
bel3ved by fome fair Iady, and he alone being in 
_ poffeffion of the good graces of no lefs than two 
women of quality. I believed the rogue told a lie, 
and faid to him, “‘ Monfieur Mogicon, to be fure 
you are a handfome young fellow, who have a great 
deal of wit and merit; but I cannot conceive how 
ladies of quality (efpecially as you don’t live among 
fuch) can allow themfelves to be charmed by a man 
of your condition.” ‘* Why truly (faid he) they 
don’t know who I ant.---I make all my conquefts 
in the drefs, and even in the name of my mafter. 
I'll tell you how: Idrefs myfelf like a young no- 


bleman ; I affume his behaviour, and go out to - 


take the air; I ogle all the women I fee, until’ 
I-meet with one who returns the leer: her I fol- — 
low, and find means to fpeak with. I call my¢elf 
Don Antonio de Centelles, and demand an affig- 
nation ; upon which the lady ftands upon. cere- 
mony: I prefs her to comply ; the yields, et cz- 
tera.----By this conduét, my child, (added he) I 
have fucceeded in my intrigues, and I advife thee 
to follow my example.”’ 
_ J was too ambitious of making a figure not to 
liften to this advice, and befides felt no averfion 
to a love-intrigue: I therefore refolved to difguife 
myfelf like a young nobleman, and go in queft of 
amorous adventures ; but as I durft not drefs my- 
felf in our own houfe, for fear of being obferved, 
{took a rich fuit of Cloaths from my mafter’s ward. 
7 e.g robe, 
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robe, and, making it up into a bundle, carried it 
to the houfe of a little barber, a friend of mine, 
where { thought I could drefs and undrefs with 
more convenience. There I adorned myfelf to the 
beft of my power, the barber lending a helping 
hand, in order to fet me off ; and when we imagin- 
ed it was impoffible to add any thing to my ap- 
pearance, I walked towards St. Jerome’s meadow ; 
from whence, I was perfuaded, I fhould not re- 
turn without having found fome intrigue to my 
liking :_but before I was obliged to go fo far from 
home, I ftarted one of a very brilliant expe‘ta- 
tion. | 
As I was croffing a bye-ftreet, I faw a lady, 
richly dreffed, and perfectly. genteel, come out of 
a {mall houfe, and get into a hackney-coach that 


_ ftood before the door ; upon which, ftopping fhort 


to gaze, I bowed to her in fuch a manner, as ta 
inform her that I was not at all difgufted at her 
appearance ; and fhe, to let me fee fhe deferved 


" my notice ftill more than I imagined, lifted up her 


veil for a moment, and prefented a moft agreeable 
countenance to my view : mean while the coach 
drove off, .and I remained in the ftreet, not a little 
truck with this apparition. ‘‘ What a charming 
figure! (faid I to myfelf ) Blefs me! this is jut 
what I wanted to compleat my character. If the 
two ladies who are in love with Mogicon, are 
as handfome as this, I pronounce him a lucky 
knave. 1 fhould be charmed with my fate, had 
I fuch a miftrefs.”” _ 
While I made thefe refie€tions, I caft my eyes, 
by accident, towards the houfe from whence I had — 
feen this lovely creature come out, and perceived, - 
at a parlour-window, an old gentlewoman, who 
beckoned me to come in, : 
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I flew into the houfe in an inftant, and found, 
in a pretty handfome parlour, this venerable and 
difcreet matron, who, taking me for a marquis, at 
_leaft, faluted me with great refpe@, faying, “ I 
don’t at all doubt, Signior, that you have con- 
ceived a very bad opinion of a woman, who, with- 
out being acquainted with you, beckons yéu into 
her houfe:; but, perhaps, you will think more fa- 
vourably of me, when you fhall know that I don’t 
treat every body in the fame manner.---But you, 
I fuppofe, are a court-lord.’*---** You are not mif- 
taken, my foul, (faid I, ftretching out my right leg, 
and poifing my body on my left hip) Iam, with- 
out vanity, of one of the beft families in Spain,” 
** J thought fo by your appearance, (fhe replied) 
and I own I love to oblige people of quality: that 


is my foible.---I obferved you through the win-. 


dow, looking very earneftly (as I fuppofe) at a 
lady who had juft parted from me. Have you a 
-paffion for her? tell me fincerely.”” ‘* Upon the 
faith of a courtier, (anfwered I) fhe has captivated 
mé. I never faw any thing more tempting than 
that creature.---Bring us together, my good mo- 
ther, and depend upon my acknowledgment ; fuch 
good offices rendered to us grandees, feldom pafs 

unrecompenced.”” _ a 
‘* T have already told you, (replied the old gentle- 
woman) thatI am wholly devoted to people of 
quality, and delight in being ufeful to them. I 
admit into my houfe, for inftance, certain ladies, 
whom the exteriors of virtue hinder from receiving 
their gallants at home; therefore, I accommodate 
thern with my ‘thoufe, in order to reconcile the 
warmth of their complexions with the rules of de- 
cency,”” Very well, (faid I to her) and I fuppofe 
you have granted that favour to the lady in queftion ?"” 
2 “ No, 
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*¢ No, (the replied) this lady is a young widow of - 
quality, who wantsa over; but fheis fo nice in 
that particular, that I don’t know if you yourfelf 
will pleafe her, notwithftanding your extraordinary 
merit: I have already prefented to her three ftout 
cavaliers, whom fhe treated with difdain.”’ Ad- 
zooks! my dear, (cried‘I, with an air of affurance) 
thou haft no more to do, but to put me on the 
{cent. I will give thee a good account of her, be- 
lieve me. I leng to have a téte a téte witha fhy 
beauty, having never, as yet, met with one of that 
charater,”” ‘© Well, (faid the old lady) if you 
come hitherto-morrow, about this time, your curi- 
ofity may be fatisfied.”’ ‘*T will not fail, (anfwered 
I) and we fhall fee whether or not a young 
nobleman, fuch as J, may tafte the pleafure of a 
conqueft.”” 

I returned to the houfe of the little barber, withs 
out defiring any other adventures, but very im- 
patient to fee the iffue of this. Next day, there- 
fore, having been at great pains to fet myfelf off, I 
repaired tothe old gentlewoman’s houfe, an hour 
before the appointment. ‘ Signior, (faid the) I 
fee you are punctual, and am glad of it; for you 
will find it well worth your trouble. I have feen 
your young widow, and have had fome difcourfe 
with her about you. . She has forbid me to fpeak; 
but I have conceived fuch a friendfhip for you, that 
I cannot hold my tongue, You have had the good 
fortune to make an impreffion on her heart, and 
will be happy very foon. Between you and me, 
the lady is adelicious morfel; her hufband lived 
with her buta very fhort time ; he fleeted away, as 
it were, like a fhadow; fo that the is as good asa 
maiden.” The good matron, doubtlefs, meant ss 
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of thofe fprightly maidens, who know how to 
enjoy lifé without the incumbrance of matti- 
mony. : 

In a little time the heroine of the affignatien 
arrived, in a ftage-coach, as fhe had done the day 
before, adorned with all the pomp of drefs. As 
foon as fhe appeared in the hall, I began by five or 
fix 4-la-mode bows, accompanied with their mof = | 
fafhionable contorfions : after which I approached ' 
her with a very familiar air, faying, ‘‘ My princefs, 
behold a young nobleman, who is enrapt with 
‘your beauty. Your image fince yefterday, has in- 
‘ceffantly prefented itfelf to my imagination, and | { 


expelled a dutchefs, who had begun to get footing 
in my heart.” ‘“* The triumph (anfwered fhe, 
taking off her veil) is too glofious for me, and yet |! a 
Ido not perfeétly enjoy it: for you young noble- + 
‘men are prone to change, and your hearts, they “ts 
fay, more difficult to keep than quickfilver.”” ‘* But, 
“my queen, (I replied) let us mind the prefent only, 
“and let futurity thife for itfelf: you are handfome, 
and I amorous; and, if you approve of my paffion, 
- let uS engage without any further reflection, and 
‘embark like failors, who think only of the 
pleafures, without pérceiving the perils of their 
voyage.” 
So faying, I threw myfelf in a tranfport at the 
feet of my nymph, and, the better to imitate 
the beaus, preffed her, in a petulant manner, to 
make mehappy.- She feemeda little moved by my 
intreaties, but thought it was too foon to yield; 
‘therefore, pufhing me gently from her, ** Hold, | 
(faid the) you are too forward, and have the air of a 
libertine ; Iam afraid you are no better than a 
downright rake.” O fy, Madam! (cried 1) fure 
you cannot hate what.all ladies of fafhion love; none 
: but 
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but tradefmen’s wives exclaim againft libertinifm.,”’ 
“<< “You are certainly in the right, (the replied) and 
I cannot refift fuch a Convincing reafon. It is in 
vain, I find, to ufe grimace with noblemen like 
you; and the women muft advance one half of the 
‘way. Know then your victory ; (added the, with 
an. appearance of confufion, as if her modefty fuf- 
fered in the confeffion) you have infpired me with 
fentiments which I néver felt before, and I want 
only to know who you are, that I may determine 
to choofe you for my lover. I beliéve yon area 
young lord, and, moreover, a man of honour. 
But of this I am not affured; and howfoever I 
mmay be prepoffeffed in your favour, I am re- 
folved not to beftow my affection ona perfon un- 
known,”’ 7 
it was then I remembered the expedient of Don 
Antonio’s valet, on the fame occalions ; and, after 
his example, having a mind to pafs for my matter, 
<* Madam, (faid Ito my widow) I will not refufe to 
tell-you,my name, which I need not be afhamed to 
own ;---did you never hear of Don Matthias de 
Silva ?”? * Yes, (fhe replied) I have even feen 
him at the houfe of a lady, an acquaintance of mine.”’ 
Although, I was pretty well ftocked with impu- 
dence, this anfwer cifconcerted mea good deal; 
however, I recolle@ed myfelf in an inftant, and 
making an efiort of genius, to extricate myfelf, 
“* Well, then, my angel, (faid I) you know a lord | 
“whom---I know alfo. Since you muft have it, I 
am of the fame family : his grandfather married my 
grand-uncle’s fifter-in-law : fo that you fee we are 
very nearly related.---My name is Don Czfar, and 
I am the only fon of the illuftrious Don Fernand 
de Ribera, who was flain fifteen years ago, ina 
battle that was fought on the frontiers of Portugal, 
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I could defcribe the action, which was hellithly 
hot ; but that would be lofing the precious mo- 
ments which love prompts us to employ in a more 
agreeable manner. 

. ° After this difcourfe, I became more preffing and 
paffionate ; but all to little effett: the favours 
which my goddefs beftowed upon me, only ferv- 
ing to make me figh after thofe which the refufed : 
but tho’ the barbarous creature got into her coach, 
that waited at the door, I went home very well 
fatisfied with my good fortune, altho’ I was not 
yet perfectly happy. If, faid I to myfelf, I have 
not been able to obtain the height of my withes, 
it is, becaufe my princefs is a lady of rank and de- 
ficacy, who thinks it indecent to yield to my tranf- 
ports, during the firft interview. The pride of her 
birth has retarded my happinefs, which, however, 
is only delayed for a few days. Not but that I 
had likewife fome fufpicions, that the whole affair 
was a well-concerted trick. But I loved to confi- 
der it in the moft favourable point of view, and to 
preferve the advantageous opinion I had conceived 
of the lady, with whom I had agreed to meet again 
next day ; the hope of accomplifhing my withes, 
giving me a tafte, by anticipation, of the pleafures 
I expected to enjoy. 

With my fancy full of thefe fmiling images, I 
returned to the houfe of my barber,where I chang- 
ed my drefs, and went to wait upon my mafter, 
at a tennis-court, where I knew he was, I found 
him engaged in play, and even perceived that he 
had been lucky ; for he was none of thofe phlegma- 
tic gamefters, who enrich or ruin themfelves, with- 
out changing a feature, In his profperity he was 
full of infulting raillery, but. very morofe when 
fortune declared againft him,  Leav ng the tennis- 
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‘court in great good humour,’ he went dire@ly to 
the prince’s theatre, and I followed him to the 
play houfe door, where giving me a ducat, ‘€ Here, 
Gil Blas, (faid he) fince I have been lucky, thou 
thalt feel the effects of it ; goa and. enjoy thyfelf with 
thy companions, and about midnight come to me 
at the houfe of Arfenia, where I am to fup with 
Don Alexo Segiar.”” So faying; he went in, and I 
remained thinking how I fhould fpend my ducat, 
according to the intention of the donor. Iwas not 
long in fyfpence ; Clarino, Don Alexo’s valet, ap- 
peared all of afudden, and Fcarried him to the nexe 
tavern, where we regaled ourfelves till twelve’ 
©’clock ;. and from thence repaired together to the 
Roufe of Arfenia, where he was likewife ordered 
torendezvous, A little lacquey opened the door, 
and introduced us into a parlour, where the 
waiting-women of Arfenia and Florimonda fat to- 
gether, laughing as if for'a wager, while their 
miftreffes entertained our mafters above, 

The arrival of two merry fellows, who had 
fupped to their fatisfaftion, could not be difagreea- 
ble to chambermaids; efpecially to thofe of the 
actreffes: but what was my aftonifhment, when, 
in the perfon of one of them, I beheld my widow 1 
my adorable widow, whom I believed a marchi- 
onefs, or countefs ! She feemed no lefs furprized at 
feeing her Don Czfar de Ribera, metamorphofed 
into the valet de chambre of abeau: however, we 
obferved one another, without being difconcerted ; 
and both, at one time, were feized with fuch a 
violent inclination to laugh, that we could not help | 
indulging it. After which, Laura (fo was my 
princefs called) taking me afide, whileClarino made 
up to her companion, very gtacioufly prefented 
her hand, faying, faftly, “ Take ic, Don Cefar = 
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jnftead of. reproaching, ler us compliment one 
another, my friend: you performed your part to 
admiration; and I did not behave amifs in -mine. 
What fay you? confefs that yqu took me for one of 
thofe fine ladies of quality, who amufe thernfelves 
with intrigues."’ ‘° "Tis true, (anfwered I) but 
whofoever you are; my queen, I have not changed 
niy fentiments with my drefs: I beg you will ac- 
cept my fervices, and allow the valet de chambre 
of Don Matthias, to finifh that which Don Czfar 
had fo happily begun.” “ Yes, (faid fhe) I love 
thee {till better in thy own chara@er, than in that 
of another, thou art juft fuch a man as I am a 
yvoman, and that js the ftrongeft approbation I can 
beftow: I therefore receive thee into the crowd of 
my adorers: we fhall have no occafion for the 
miniftry of the old woman: for thou may’ft come 
hither with the utmoft freedom ; we ladies of the 
ftage live without conftraint, and helter-fkelter 
with the men, The effeéts of this communication 
are fometimes very -vifible indeed; butthe town 


Jaughs at them, and our bufinefs, thou knoweft, is 


to divert it.” ; 
Here we broke off, becaufe there were others 
prefent, and the converfation became general, 


{prightly, joyous and full of palpable double en- 


tendres. Every one bore a part ; Arfenia’s maid. 


in particular, my lovely Lavra, fhone very much, 
and fhewed a great deal more wit than virtue. 
On the other hand, our mafters and the adtreffes 
often burft out into long fits of laughter, which we 
overheard, and from which we concluded that 
their difcourfe was much of the fame ftamp with 
our own. If all the fine things, which were faid 
that night at Arfenia’s, had been cemmited to 
writing, they would have compofed, I beheve, a 
t - oe _ treatife 
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treatife very inftruétive for, youth. In the mean 
time, the hour of retreat, that is, the dawn, 
arrived, and we were obliged to part. Clarina 
followed Don Alexo, and 1 went home with vee 
Matthias, 


\ 


CHAP, Vi. 
The comeuer ation of fome noblemen, about the players of te 
; prince’ s company. 


HAT day, while my matter was dreffings 

he received a billet from Don Alexo Segiars 
defiring his company at his houfe, whither he went, 
and found with him, the marquis of Zeneta, and: 
another young nobleman of a good mien, whom I 
had never feen before. ‘* Don Matthias, (faid 
Segiar to my matter, prefentjng | the unknown cava-, 
lier) this is Don Pompeio de Caftro, a relation of 
mine, who has been at the court of Portugal, als 
moft from his infancy : he arrived at Madrid laft 
night, and will fet out to-morrow for Lifbon; fo 
that, as he can {pare me only one day, I am refolved 


* to enjoy the precious opportunity, and, in order ta 


make it the more agreeable to him, have called you 
and the- marquis of Zeneta to my affiftance.’” Upon 
this, my mafter and Don Alexo’s kinfman embraced — 
and complimented one another, and I was muclr 


_ pleafed with the difcourfe of Don Pompeio,. who. 


feemed to have a great fhare of judgment and. 
penetration. 

. Having dined at Segiar’ s, thefe noblemen amufed 
themfelves at cards, till the hour of going to play; 
and then went all together to the prince’s theatre, ta 
fee a new tragedy, intitled, The Queen of Carthage. 
After the reprefentation of the piece, they returned, 
and epee | where they had. dined: the converfa- 
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tion, at firft, turning on the poem they had feen | 
performed, and afterwards uponthe actors, ‘“* As 
for the work itfelf, (cried Don Matthias) I have no. 
f great opinion of its it makes Eneas ftill more in- + 
fipid than he is reprefented in the AEneid ; but every 
body muft agree it was divinely played. What fays 
Signior Don Pompeio? he does not feem to be of | 
niy way of thinking.”” ‘‘ Gentlemen, (faid thar. 
cavalier {miling) J have perceived you fo much 
charmed with ycur players, and, in particular, 
with your aédtreffes, that I ought not to be fo bold 
a¢ to fignify my diffent from your opinions.” 
<“ You are much in the right, (faid Don Alexo, in a 
jocular manner) your cenfures will be very unreafon- i 
able here ; and you ought to thew fome refpeét for { 
our actrefies before us, who are the trumpets of 
their reputation. As we drink with them every 
day, wecan no lefs than warrant them perfe& in 
their vocation ;- and even give them certificaes, if 
there be eccafion for it.’ _ ‘* Ido not at all doubt 
it, (anfwered his felation) and I dare fay you would 
do the fame for their morals, fo much are you their 
friends." ; | 
— Your comedians at Lifbcn (faid the marquis 
of Zeneta, with a fneer) are, doubtlefs, much 
Better than ours.” ** Yes, certainly, (replied Don 
Pompeio) at lcaft, there ate fotne of them who have 
no defect.” “* And thefe (refumed the marquis) 
may depend upon ycur certificate.” . “* I have no 
conncétion with them, (faid Don Pompeio) and as I 
never enter into their parties of pleafure, can judge 
ef their merit without prejudice. But do you 
really (added he) think ycur company foexcellent ?”” 
No faith! (faid the marquis) Ibelieve no fuch thing; 
and provided you give me leave to defend a very 
{mall number of the players, I will willingly give 
Ne up 
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up all the reft. Won't you: allow that fhe who | 
played the part of Dido, is an admirable actrefs ? 
did fhe not reprefent that queen wiih all the dignity 
and grace which is conformable to the idea we 
have of her? and did not.you admire her art in 
ingaging the mind of the {pectator, and making 
him feel the emotions of all thofe paffions that are 
exprefied ? She may be faid to be confummately . 
fkilled in all the refinements of declamation.”” ‘ I_ 
agree (faid Don Pompeio) that fhe knows how to 
awake and touch the paffions of the audience: no . 
player had ever more feeling, and, on the whole, . 
her reprefentation is very fine, But the is farfrom 


‘being a perfe@ adtrefs. I was thocked with two - 


or three things in her performance. When the 
would exprefs furprize, fhe rolls her eyes in fuch an. 
extravagant manner, as very ill becomes the deport- 
ment of a princels. Add to this, that jn raifing . 
her voice, which is naturally low, the corrupts the. 
fweetne(s of it, and produces a very difagreeable . 
croaking: befides, in: more places than one, the, 
gave reafon to fufpect that the did not very well: 
underftand her part: but, however, I am inclined 
to impute this rather to inattention than want of, 
capacity,” 7 : ar cee 
“¢ By-what I can fee, (faid Don Mathias to the. 
critic) you will fcarce write a panegyric on our 
aftreffes.”” ‘© Pardon me, (replied Don Pompeio) 
Tecan difcover great talents through their defetts. I- 
own, I was enchanted with that actrefs, who pera. 
formed the part of a chambermaid in the interludes: 
fhe has a fine genius, treads the ftage. gracefully, 
and every witticifm fhe utters, is feafoned with a, 
farcaftic (mile, full of; charms, which very much, 
inhances the value-of what is faid. She may, in- 
‘deed, be blamed fcr indulging her fire, fometimesys 
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a litte too much, and tranf{greffing the bounds of 
modeft affurance. But we muft not be too fevere ; 
and I could only wifh that the would correét one 
bad habit fhe has contra&ed. Oft-times, in the 
middle of a ferious fcene, fhe interrupts the perform- 
ance ail of a fudden, by yielding to a filly defire of 
laughing, with which fheis feized. You'll fay the 
. ds applauded by the pit, even at thefe times : there, 
I own, fhe is lucky.”” 
<< Well, what do you think of the men ? (faid the 
marquis, interrupting him) furely you'll charge them 
full volley, fince you have been-fo unmercifal to the 
women.’” ‘ No, ‘(faid Don Pompeio) I think you 
have fome promifing young aétors ; and am _parti- 
cularlf pleafed with that fat comedian who aéted 
the part of Dido’s prime minifter: he repeats very 
naturally, and declaims juft as they do in Portu- 
gal.’ ‘* If he can pleafe you, (faid Segiar) you 
muft be charmed with-the action of him who played 
the part of--/Eneas.-: ‘Is not He a great comedian ! 
an original !" “ Very original! (replied the critic) 
his cacence is quite peculiar, and his: tones abunc- 
antly fhrill: -he almoft always deferts nature; 
_ hurries over the words which contain the fentiment, 
and places the emphafis where it fhould not. be ; 
making paufes evén en articles .and conjun@ions. 
He diverted: me-very:much; particularly when he 
expreifed to his condent,' the violence he did him- 
felf, in abandoning the princefs : : never was grief - 
oi comically expreffed.” ‘* Softly, coufin, 
ce Don Alexo) thou-wilt make us believe by 
b;, that there is not a great deal of tafte at the 
sone of Portugal. Doft thou know that the a@or 
of whom we fpeak is reckoned a pheenix?. Didft thou 
not hear what claps of applaufe he obtained? A 
plain proof that he ee from beng cpntemptible.** 
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<< That is no proof at all (anfwered Don Pompeio:) 
gentlemen, (added he) let us not, I. beg of you, lay 
any ftrefs upon the applaufe of the pit, which is 
often beftowed very unfeafonably :---nay, more 
feldom on true merit than on falfe. As Phzdrus 
obferves, by an ingenious fable, which I beg leave 
to repeat, Here it is,--- . 


‘¢ Theinhabitants of acertain city being affembled 
in public,-to fee pantomimes, there was, among - 
the performers, a favourite actor whom they ap- 
plauded every moment. Thjs buffoon having a. 
mind to clofe the fcene with 2 new kind of repre- 
fentation, appeared alone upon the ftage, ftooped 
down, covered his head with his cloak, and 
{queaking like a pig, acquitted himfelf. fo well,. 
that the audience aQually imagined he had one 
under his cloaths: they ordered him therefore to 
trip ; which he having done, and nothing appear- 
ing, the whole affembly thundred applaufe---A 
peafant who happened ta be one of the fpedtators, 
fhockéd at thefe expreffions of admiration, cried, gens. 
tlemen, you have no caufe tobe charmed with that 
buffoon, who ig not fuch an exquifite a&or as you 
imagine ; I can play the pig hetter than he, and if you 
doubt it come hither again to-morrow at. this hour. 
The people prepoffefied in favour of their panto- 
mimes, re-affembjed next day in greater numbers, 
rather to hifs the peafant than fee what he could do, 
The two rivals appearing on the ftage, the buffoon. 
began, and was applauded more than ever: then 
the country-man ftooping in his turn, and muffling 
his head in his cloak, pinched the ear of a real pig 
which he held under his arm, and made it fqueak 
moft piercingly ; meverthelefs, the audience gave 
the preference to the pantomime ; and hooted the 
peafant, 
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peafant, who all of a fudden producing the pig to 
the fpeétators, Gentlemen, faid he, it is not me 
whom you hifs, but this poor pig himfelf: fuch ex- 
cellent judges you are,”” 


*¢ Coufin, (faid Alexo) thy fable is too fevere: 
but notwithftanding thy pig; we will not give up 
our opinion, Let us change the difcourfe (added he) 
I am tired of this fubje&. So, thou wile depart 
to-morrow, in {pite of my defire to enjoy thy com- 
pany a little longer?’ “* I with I could make a 
longer ftay in Madrid, (replied his kinfman) but it 
is not in my power. I have told you already, 
that I came to the court of Spain, about an affair 
of ftates and at my arrival yefterday, had an 
audience of the prime minifter, whom I fhall fee 
again to-morrow moming; immediately after 
which, I fhall fet outon my return to Lifbon.’’ 
** Thou aft become altogether: Portuguefe, (faid 
Segiar) and in all likelihood, wilt never’ return to 
live in-Madrid.”” .“* I believe I fhall not: (anfwered 
Don Pompeio) for I am fo happy as to be beloved 
by the king of Portugal; and enjoy a great deal of 
pleafure.at his court. Bdét notwithftanding his 
kindnefs to me, would -you believe that P have been 
on the point of quitting, his dominions for 
ever?’ ‘* Pray tell us’ the reafon! (faid’ Don 
Alexe.)’"” ‘* With all my heart; (anfwered Don’ 
Pompeio) and at the fame time. wilt relate the Rory: 
of my life.” . 
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| CHAP. VI. 
The Hiftory of Don Pompceio de Caftro. 


ON Alexo (added he) knows that while I was 

yeta boy, I refolved to carry arms 3 and that. 
feeing our own country in profound peace, I went 
to Portugal, from whence I paffed over into Africa 
with the duke of Braganza, who gave me employ-. 
ment in. the army under his command. : Being a 
younger brother of very {mall fortune, I was under 
a necefiity of fignalizing myfelf in fuch a manner as 
to attract the notice of the general; and did my 
duty fo well, that the duke promoted and put me 
in 2 condition to ferve with honour. After a long, 
war, the iffue of which you all know, I attached 
myfelf to the court, and the king, upon the recom- 
mendation of the general officers, gratified me with 
a confiderable penfion, Senfible of this monarch’s 
generofity, I loft no occafion of manifefting my, 
gratitude by my affiduity ; and was always.in. at- 
tendance, at thofe hours.in which people. .are per- 
mitted to pay their refpects 5, by which behaviour, £ 
infenfibly acquired the love of that prince, who 
honoured me with new favours. 

Having one day diftinguifhed myfelf at the ring, 
anda bull-fight that preceded it, the whole court 
commended my ftrength and addrefs ; and when f 
returned home, loaded with applaufe, J found a 


billet importing, that a lady; the cconqueft of whom 


ought to flatter me more than.all the honqur I had 
that day acquired, wanted to converfe with me ; 
and that IJ fhould in the twilight repair to a certain 
place that was defcribed. ‘This letter gave me more 
pleafure than ail the praife J had received, and I 
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imagined that the perfon who wrote it, muft be a 
lady of the firft quality, You may eafily guefs that 
I flew to the rendezvous, where an old woman, 
being in waitirg, to ferve as a guide, introduced 
me, by a little garden-door, into a great houfe, 
and_fhut me ina rich clofet, faying, “‘ Stay here 
until I inform my miftrefs of your arrival.”” ‘I per- 
ceived a great many curious things in this clofer, 
which was enlightened by a great number of wax- 
candles ; but my fole view, in confidering its mag- 
nificence, was to confirm myfelf in the opinion 
Thad already conceived of the-Jady’s rank. If all 
that I faw feemed to affure me fhe was a perfon 
of the firft quality ; when fhe appeared, I was con- 
vinced of it, hy her noble and majeftic air: never- 
thelefs I was miftaken, ie 
‘© Signior cavalier, (faid fhe) after the advances: 
I have made, it would be ridiculaus to conceal the 
tender fentiments I have for you; which, how- 
ever, were not infpired by that merit you have 
this day thewn before the whole court. That only 
has haftened the difcovery ; for I have feen you 
more than once, and enquired into your character, 
which pleafed me fo much, that I determined to 
follow my inclination. Don’t imagine, added the, 
that you have made a tonqueft of fome dutchefs : 
¥ am no other than the widow of a fimple officer 
of the king’s guards ; but what makes your victory 
Rill mc:e glorious, is the preference I give you, 
to one of the greateft lords of the kingdom. The 
duke of Almeyda is in love with me, and fpares 
nothing to inflame me with a mutual paffion ; but 
hitherto he has been unfuccefsful, and I fuffer his 
addreffes only through vanity.” 
Though I found, by her difcourfe, that I had ta 
do with a coquet, I thought myfelf very much 
obliged 
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obliged to fortune for this adventure: Dorina Hor- 
tenfia (fo was the lady called) was ftill in the prime 
Of youth, and I was dazzled with her beauty ; be-~ 
ides, fhe offered me the poffeffion of a heart which 
would not yield to the addreffes of a duke. What 
a. triumph was this fora young Spanifh cavalier! 
I accordingly threw myfelf at her feet, thanked her 
for her goodnefs, faid all that a man of gallantry | 
gould utter on fuch an occafion, and fhe had: rea- 
fon to be fatisfied with the tranfports of my grati-+ _ 
tude, We parted the beft friends in the world, af- 
ter having agreed to fee one another every night 
on which fhe fhould be difengaged from the duke 
of Alineyda, and this the promifed to advertife me. 
of,. punctually ; in which fhe did not fail, fo that, 
in a word, I became the Adonis of this new Ve-. 
nus, 

But the pleafures of life are far from being eter- 
sal! Whatever meafures the lady could take ta 
conceal our correfpondence from my rival, he did 
not fail to get notice of the whole of what it was 
fo much our intereft to keep from his knowledge, 
A male-content chambermaid informed him of the 
affair ; and that lord, naturally generous, but 
withal, haughty, jealous, and paffionate, was in- 
cenfed at my prefumption : rage and jealoufy took © 
pofieffion of his foul ;.and, following the diétates 
of his fury, he refolved to avenge himfelf of me in 
an infamous manner, One night, while I was with 
Hortgnfia, he waited for me at the little garden-dor, 
attended by all his footmen, armed with clubs ; and 
as foon as I came out, making thefe wretches feize 
me, ordered them to cudgel me to death, “ Strike, 
faid he, and let the audacious villain perifh under 
yout hands ; for fo I am refolved ‘to punith his in. 
folerice,”” He had no fooner {poke thefe words 

| than 
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than his people affaulted me all together, and gave 


| 


ame fo many blows, that I lay ftretched upon the | 


ground. without fenfe er motion, After which, 


they retired with their mafter, who had regaled , 


himfelf with this cruel execution, and I remained 
as they left me, during the reft of the night. At 


break of day fome people happened to pafs, and. 


perceiving fill fome life in me, were fo charitable 
as to carry me to the houfe of a furgeon ; lackily 
my wounds were not mortal, and I fell into the 
hands of a fkilful artift, who made a perfeét cure 
on me in two months : at the end of which time, 
I repaired again to court, and refumed my former 
_ way of living, fave that'I never went back to Hor- 
tenfia, who, on her -part, took no ftep to fee me 
again, becaufe the duke, on thefe terms, had pat- 
doned her infidelity. 

My adventure being univerfally known, and no- 
body fufpecting my courage, every one was afto- 
_ nifhed to fee me as tranquil as if I had not receiv- 
ed an affront: for I imparted my thoughts to no 
“man breathing ; and feemed to be void of all re- 
fentment ; fo that people did not know what 
to think of my feigned infenfibility. Some believed 
that, notwithftanding my courage, the rank of 
my antagonift kept me in awe, and obliged me 
to digeft the injury : others, with more reafon, 
fufpe€ted my filence, and looked upon the peace- 
able appearance I put on, as a deceitful calm. Of 
this opinion was the king, who did not think me 
a perfon that would leave fuch an outrage un- 
punifhed ; but believed that I would not fail to 
revenge myfelf as foon as I coudd find a favourable 
Opportunity. That he might Know whether or 
not he gueffed my fentiments aright, he called me, 


one day, into his clofet, where he faid, “* Don. 


Pompejo, 
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Pompeio, I know the accident which has happen- 
ed to you, and am, I confefs, furprifed at your 
tranquillity, which muft certainly be diffimulation.”” 
** Sire, I replied, I know not who was the ag- 


greffor, having been attacked in the dark by peo- . 


ple unknown ; fo that I muft confole myfelf. for 
my misfortune as weil as }can.”” ‘* No, no, (faid 
the king) you muft not think to dupe me with that 
evation, which is alk diffembled: I have been in- 
formed.of the whole affair; the duke of Almeyda 
has given you a mortal affront. You are a gentle 
anan, and a Caftilian, and I know what thefe qua- 


lities oblige you to do: you have. formed a re- 


folution to avenge yourfelf: communicate your 


{cheme to- me: I inG&ift upon it,---and don’t be — 


afraid that you fhall have caufe to repent of mak- 
ing me your confident.” 

“¢ Since your ‘majefty (anfwered I) commands 
it, I will difcover my fentiments : yes, Sir, I in- 
tend to take vengeance for the affront I have fuf- 
fered. Every one who bears the name of a gentle- 
man js accountable for it to his family. You know 
the unworthy treatment I have received; and I 
purpofe to affaflinate the duke of Almeyda, to. re- 
venge myfelf in a manner fuitable to the offence. 
I will plunge a poignard in his breaft, or fhoot him 


through the head, and efcape, if F can, into Spain's. 


this is my defign.’” ‘‘ It is a violent one, (faid the 
king) neverthelefs, I cannot condemn it, after the 
cruel outrage which the duke of Almeyda has com- 
mitted upon you. He is worthy. of the chaftife- 


ment you referve for him ; but do not execute your 


enterprife in a hurry. Leave it to me to find out 
an expedient for bringing you to an accommoda- 
tion,”” “ Ah, Sir! (cried J, very much chagrined) 
why did you oblige me to reveal my fecret ? what 

Vou, I. x expedient 
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expedient can? *’---“' If I don’t find one td your 
fatisfaction, (faid he, interrupting me) you may put 
your refolution in practice. I don’t intend to abufe 
the confidence you have repofed in me, and will, 
by no means, betray your honour. So that you 
may make yourfelf eafy on that fcote."* 

I was greatly at a lofs to know m what manner 
the king pretended to terminate this affair in an a- 
micable manner ; and this is the method he took, 
In a private converfation with the duke of Almey- 
da, ‘* My lord, (faid he) you have injured Don 
Pompeio de Caftro ; and as you.are not ignorant 
of his being a man of illaftrious birth, and a gen- 
theman whom I love on account of his faithful fer- 
vices, you ought to give. him fatisfaction.”” ‘“ F 
am not of an humour to refufe it; (anfwered the 


duke): if he complains of my wrath, I am ready to - 


do him juftice in the field.” ‘ You mutt give 
him another fort of reparation (replied the king) 
a Spanith gentleman underftands the point of ho- 
nour too well, to fight openly with a fecret affaffin, 
I can give you no other narhe, and you cannot ex- 
piate the indignity of your action, any other way, 
than by prefenting your enemy with a cane, and 
fubmitting to a retaliation,"* ‘ O heavens! (cried 


the duke) what, Sir! would you have a man of 


my rank condefcend to humble himfelf before a 
fimple cavalier, and allow himfelf to be caned!" 
‘¢ No, (replied the monarch) I will make Don 
Pompeio promife that he will not ftrike yot. Only 
afk pardon for the violence you. committed, and 
prefent him with a cane---that is al] I expect of 
you."” ‘* And that is too much to expeé from 
me, Sir; (faid the duke, interrupting him hatftily) 
I will rather continue expofed to the fecret thafts 


of his revenge.’ ** Your life is dear to me, (faid 
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the King) and my defire is that this: affair may have 


no bad confequences. To bring it to a conclufion 
the lefs difagreeably for you, I will be the only 
witnefs to thar fatisfation which I infift upon your 
making to the Spaniard.” eee ¢ 
. The king had occafion for all his power ‘over 
the duke, to bring him to this mortifying conde- 
{cenfion. However he fucceeded ; and afterwards, 
fending for me, recounted. the difcourfe he had 


with my enemy, and atked if I. would be fatisfiéd 
“ ith the reparation agreed upon between ther. 


<< I anfwered in the affirmative, and gave my word | 
and honour, that, far from ftriking the offender, I 


‘would not even accept of the cane he should pre- 


fent to me.” Things being regulated in this maf- 


mer, the duke and I, one day, went, at a certain . 


hour, to the king, who fhutting himfelf up with us — 
in the clofet, ‘* Come, (faid he to the duke) 4c-. 
knowledge your fault, and deferve to be forgiven.” 
Upon this, my enemy made his apology, and pre- 
fented me with the cane which he had in his hand, 
** Don Porepaio, (faid the monarch to me, that in- 
ftant) take the cane, and let not my prefence hin- 
der you from fatisfying your injured honour: | 
acquit you of the promife you made, Not to ftrike 
the duke.’” - * No, Sir, (anfweréd I) it is fufficient 
that he fubmits to be beaten ; an injured Spaniard 
afks no more.” * Well, (replied the king) fince 
you are contented with that fatisfaétion, you may 
now enjoy the privilege of a regular procefs-; mea- 
fure your fwords, and determine your quarrel like 
men of honour.” ‘* Jt-is what I ardently defire ! 
(cried the duke of Almeyda, with precipitation) 
and that alone is capable of confoling me for the 
fhameful condefcenfion I have made,” 
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So faying, he went away, full of rage and con-. 
fufion, and, two hours after, fent to let me know 
that he waited for me in-a private place, ‘hither 
i repaired, and found that lord in a humour to 
fight heartily. He was not quite forty, and want- 
ed neither courage nor fkill, fo that the match was 
pretty equal. ‘‘ Come, Don Pompeio, (faid he) 
_ det us decide our difference here: both of as ought 

to be exafperated to the higheft pitch ; you, for 
_the treatment you have received at my hands, and 
I, for having afked your pardon.’? With thefe 
words, he drew upon me fo fuddenly, that I had 
“no time to make any reply, and pufhed with great 
vigour; but. I had the good fortune to parry all 
his thrufts, and attacked him in my turn: when I 
found I hdd to-do with an antagonift who knew 
how to defend as well as to affault ; and I don’t 
know what. might have happened, if he had not 
made a falfe ftep in retreating, and fallen back- 
ward: I ftopt immediately, and bid him get up--- 
_and he anfwered, ‘‘ Why do you fpare me? I am 
injured by your pity.’ ‘“¢ I will not wrong my 
glory fo much (faid I) as to take.the. advantage of 
‘your misfortune; get up once ‘more, a let us 
fight it out.” 

- Bon Pomipeio (faid he, rifing) see this in- 
ftance of your generofity, honour wilt not permit 
me to ufe my fword againft you. “What would 
the world fay of me fhould I kill you ? I fhould be 
looked upon as a ‘coward, who had taken the life 
of a perfon who had it in his power to deprive me 
of thine: I can, therefore, no longer fight againit 
you, and I feel the warm tranfports of gratitude 
fucceed thofe furious emotions which reigned within 
my breaft. Don Pompeio, added he,. let our mu- 
tual matted ceafe : let us even go farther---and be 
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friends.””.  *“ Ah; my lord, cried I, I embrace the 
agrecable propofal with joy! I vow the moft fin- 
cere friendfhip ; and, as the firft proof, promife 
mever to fet foot within the door of Donna Hor- 
tenfia, even though fhe fhould defire to fee me."’ 
“ It is I, (faid he) who muft yield that lady to 
you---you have a jufter title to her, fince her in- - 
clination is fixed upon you,”” ‘* No, no, (¢ried 
J, interrupting him) you love her, and the favours 
which fhe might beftow upon me, would give yo@ 
pain: I facrifice them, therefore, to your repofe.'° 
6* Ah, too generous Caftilian! (replied the duke, 
locking me in his arms) I am charmed with your 
fentiments | What remorfe do they produce within 
me! With what grief---with what fhame do I ree 
fie&t on the outrage you received! The fatisfaction 
I gave you in the king's clofet, feems. now too 
flight, 1 will make a better reparation for the in- 
jury, and, in order to efface the difhonour of it 
intirely, I offer one of my nieces to you in marr 
siage. She is a rich heirefs, not yet fifteen, and ~ 
Still more beautiful than young," 

J made my compliments to the duke, jn fuch 
expreffions of acknowledgment, as the honour of 
entering into his alliance infpired ; and, in a few 
days, married his niece. The whole court con- 
gratulated him on his generofity to’a gentleman 
whom he h-d cover’d with ignominy ; and my 
friénds rejoiced with me, on the happy conclufion 
of an adventure which feemed to promife 4 mare 
melancholy iffue. Since that time, gentlemen, 1 
Jive agreeably at Lithon, beloyed by my wife, of 
svhom I am ftill fond ; the duke of Almeyda gives. 
me, every. day, freth proofs of his friendfhip, and 
I dare boaft of being pretty well with the. king 


of Portugal, . The importance of this my jeurney 
we "x 
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to Madrid, which I undertook by his order, being 
a fufficient evidence of his efteem. 


CHAP, VIt. 


‘By evbat accident Gil Blas was obliged to feck a new 
place. 


UCH was the ftory that Don Pompeio re- 
~wJ counted, and which the valet of Don Alexo 
andI overheard, although they had taken the pre- 
_ caution of ‘fending us away before it was begun ; 
but inftead of retiring, we ftopt at the door which 
we had left half open, and from thence loft nora 
word of what was faid. After this, the noblemen 
fet in to drinking, but their debauch did not Jaft 
till day, becaufe Don Pompeio, who was to attend 
the prime minifter in the morning, was very de- 
firous of a little reft: accordingly, the marquis of 
Zeneta, and my mafter, embracing that cavalier, 
bid him adieu, and left him with his kinfman. 
We went to bed, for this time, before morn, and 
Don Matthias, when he waked, invefted me with 
a new employment, ‘* Gil Blas, (faid he) take 
Fil and ink, and write two or three letters,which 
will di@tate ;- henceforward thew art my fecreta- 
ry." Goog, (faid I to myfelf) another addition 
to my functions : as a lacquey,'I follow my mafter 
every where ; as a valet de chambre, hel ie to 
‘drefs ; and write under him as his fecretary : hea- 
ven be praifed | I a@, like Hecate, in a threefold 
“capacity. ** Thou doft not know, added ne, what 
Tam about ; which is briefly this.----But be fecret 
~--for thy life fhall anfwer it. As I fometimes meet 
with people who boaft of their good fortune in love 
‘intrigues ; I am refolved, in order to excel them 
ull, to’ have always, in my pocket, feigned letters 
from 
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from women, which I wil! read on fuch occafions. 
This will afford me fome diverfion ; and more hap- 
py than thofe of my fellows, who acquire con- 
quefts only for the pleafure of making thein pub- . 
Jic, I will publith thofe which I have not had the 
trouble to make ; but remember to difguife thy 
hand in fuch a manner, as that the billets may not 
appear to be written by the fame perfon.”’ 

Upon this J took paper, pen, and ink, and fat 


down to ohey Don Matthias, who at firtt dictated 
a love-letter i in thefe terms. 


OU was not to-night at the place of af- 
fignation., Ah, Don Matthias ! what can 

you fay to juftify yourfelf ? How much have Ef 
been miftaken, ‘and how well have I been punith- 
ed, for having the vanity to think that you would 
facrifice all the amufements and bufinefs of the gay 
world, to the pleafure of feeing Donna Clara de 


Mendoza, 2 


The next billet he made me write, was in the 


mame of a lady, who preferred him to a prince ; 


and‘ the laft, from one who told him, that if the 
was fure of his difcretion, fhe would make a voy- 
age with him to the ifland of Cythera. He was 
not fatisfied with di@tating thefe fine epiftles ; he 
obliged me alfo to fubfcribe them with the names 
of ladies of quality. Upon which I could not help 

obferving, that I thought ‘it a ticklith affair ; bus 
he defired me to keep my advice to myfelf, ‘until 
he fhould have occafion to afk it: I was therefore 
ebliged to execute his commands in filence, This 
being done, he got up, dreffed, put the letters in 
his pocket, and went out ; and I followed him to 
the | ufe of Don Juan de Moncada, who had in- 
; vited 
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vited five or &x ot of his friends to din- 
mer. 

The entertainment was fumptuous, and mirth, 
the beft ingredient in all banquets, reigned during 
the repaft. All the guefts contributed to enliven 
the converfation ; fome by raillery, and others by 
recounting exploits, of which they themfelves were 
the heroes. My matter, unwilling to lofe fuch 2 
fair opportunity of profiting by the letrers he had 
made me write, read them aloud, with fuch an air 
of affurance, that (his fecretary excepted) every 
body feemed to believe them genuine.--- Among the 
gentlemen, before whom he was guilty of this ef- 
tronterie, there was one Don Lope de Velafio, a 
very fedate man,. who, inftead of rejoicing, like 
the reft, at the fuccefs of the.reader, coldly afked, 
if the eonqueft of Donna Clara bad coft him dear. 
---Almoft Jefe than nothing, (replied Don Mate 
thias:) fhe made all the advances. Having feem 
me in the park, I happened to pleafe her; upon 
which I was followed by her order, and, as foon 
as fhe learned who I was, fhe wrote to me, ap- 
pointing an afignation at her houfe i in the night, 
when all the family fhould be a-bed, ‘| abeyed the 
fummons, and was introduced to her apartment, 
---I am too much of a gentleman to tell what folr 
lowed.” — 

At this laconic detail, the lord of Velafco chang- 
ed countenance, and it was not difficult to perceive 
what concern he had in the lady in queftion. “ All 
thefe billets (f{aid he, darting a furious look at my 
mafter) are abfolutely falfe, and efpecially that which 
you boaft of having received from Donna Clara de 
Mendoza, than whom there is not a more chafte 

oung lady in Spain. A gentleman, no ways your 
inferior, eithér in birth or perfonal merit, has done 
every 
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every thing in his power, during two whole years, 


to make an impreifion on her heart ; 3 and fcarce 
dhas he been able to obtain the moft innocent fa- 
~wours, tho” he has reafon to flatter himfelf, that 
af fhe was capable of granting any other kind of 
andulgence,:it would be to him alona,’’..  Hey- 


_ ay ! who fays any thing to the contrary? (faid 


Bon Matthias, with an air of raillery,)---I agree 
with you, that fhe is a lady of honour ; and, for 
my part, Iam a young fellow of honour ; confe- 


 fequently you ought to believe, that nothing which 
_ avag not very honourable paffed between us.’’---+ 


S* Ah! this is too much, (cried Don Lope, intery 


 gupting him:) jefting a-part, you are an impoftor. 


Donna Clara never made an affignation with you 
at night; and I will not fuffer you to b'acken 
her reputatjon.---I fhall fay no more at prefent.’? 
Having thus expreffed himfelf, he looked fternly 
at the whole company, and retired in fuch a mane 
mer, as to make me believe, that this affair would 


| nave very bad confequences. My mafter, who was 


brave engugh for a lord of his character, defpifing 
the.chreats of Don Lope, f° What a fool there is | 
(cried he, burfting into a fit of laughter :) your 
knights-errant pretended only to. maintain the 
beaiity of their miftreffes ;, but he, forfooth, muft 
vindi¢ate the chaftity of his. Now this, to me, 
feems ftill more extravagant.”’ 


: Velafco’s retreat, which was, in vain, oppofed, 


by Moncada, did net at all difturb the banquet : 
the cavaliers, without taking much notice of it, 


' gontinued their mirth; and did not part till next 


morning at five o'clock, when my mafter, and I, 
went homesto bed. I was overwhelmed with 
sdroufinefs, and hoped to enjoy a good fleep ; but I 

reckoned 
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reckoned without my hoft, or rather, without our 
porter, who came and waked me an hour after, 
telling me, that there was a young man at the 
gate, who wanted to fpeak with me. “ Ah! curfe 
thee for a porter, (cried I, yawning) doft thou con- 
fider that I have juft now got to bed ? Tell the 
yqung man that I am afleep, and bid him return 
at another time.’’ ‘* He muft fpeak with you in- 
Nantly, (replied he) for he affures me that the af- 
fair will admit of no delay. ** At thefe words I 
got up, and putting on my breeches and doublet 
only, went to the door, curfing all the way.---- 
‘* Friend, (faid I, to the young man who waited for 
me) let me know, if you pleafe, what preffing af- 
fair procures me the honour of feeing you fo early 
in the morning?”’ ‘“ I have (anfwered he) @ 
Jetter for Don Matthias, to be delivered into his 
own hand. He muft read it immediately, for it is 
of the utmoft confequence to him; I beg you will 
therefore fhew me into his chamber,” Thinking 
it treated of fome very important affair, I took 
the liberty of waking my mafter! ‘ I afk pardoa 
(faid I to him) for interrupting your repofe ; but 
the importance---’’: ‘“‘ What wouldft thou have ?* 
(cried he haftily:) Upon which the young man 
who accompanied me, faid, “* My lord, I have 
a letter for you from Don Lope de Velafco.”” Don 
Matthias took, opened, and having read it, faid to 
Don Lope’s valet, ‘* Hark’ee, child, I would not 
get up before naon to make one in the beft party 
of pleafyre that ¢ver was propofed 3 judge then, if 
I thall rife at fix o’ clock in the morning to fight, 
---Thou may’ft tell thy mafter, if he will be in 
the fame place half an hour after twelve, I will 
meet him there.” So faying, he fark down in 
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his bed, and fell afleep again with great expedi- 
tion. 
Between eleven and twelve he got up, and, 
dreffing with great compofure, went out, telling 
me he would difpenfe with my attendance: but [ 
‘was too curious to know the confequence to obey 
him in this, and therefore walked at fome diftance 
behind him to St. Jerome’s meadow, where I per- 
ceived Don Lope de Velafco, waiting for him in a re- 
{olute manner. The better to obfirve them, I con- 
cealed myfelf, and, from afar, could fee them. meet, 
and begin to fight a moment after. The combat was 
long, each, in his turn, having pufhed his antago- 
nift with great vigour and addrefs ; but victory 
declared for Don Lope, who run my mafter thro’ 
the body, . and, leaving him ftretched upon the 
ground, made off, very well fatisfied with the ven- 
geance he had taken. I ran up to the unfortunate 
Don Matthias, whom I found without fenfe, and - 
almoft without life: I was melted at the fight, 
and could not help fhedding tears at a death, of 
which I had been an involuntary inftrument.--- 
Notwithftanding my grief, however, I did not for- 
get my own little concerns, but returned home 
with all hatte, where (without fpeaking a fyllable 
of the matter) I made up a bundle of my cloaths, 
among which I threw, by miftake, fome of my 
mafter’s moveables ; and when I had carried it to 
the barber’s houfe, where I had left my intriguing 
fuit, publithed, through the whole city, the tatal 
accident, of which I was witnefs : FI told it to eve- 
ry body who gave me the hearing, and, in part:- 
cular, took care to inform Rodriguez of. what had 
happened. He feemed lefs afflicted with the news 
than bufied about the meafures he was to take on 
this 
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this occafion. Having affembled the fervants, he 
ordered them to follow him ; and repairing in a 
body to St. Jerome’s meadow, we took up our 
mafter, who, tho” he ftill breath’d, died in three 
hours after he was carried to his own houfe, Thus 
perifhed Don Matthias de Silva, for having taken it 
into his head to read forged love-letters at an un- 
reafonable time. 


CHAP. IX. - 
Of the perfon in whofe fervice be engaged, after the death 
of Don Matthias de Silva. 


Few days after the funeral of Don Matthias, all 

his fervants being paid and difmiffed, I fixed my. 
abode in the houfe of the little barber, with whom I 
began to live in ftri@ friendfhip: and there I pro- 
mifed myfelf more pleafure than with Melendez. 
As I did not want money, I was in no hurry to 
inquire about a new place: befides, I was become 
ice on that point, and refolved to ferve none but 
the quality for the future; for which reafon I 
intended to examine narrowly into whatever poft 
fhould occur, believing that there was none 
too good for me; fo much did I then think 
the valet of a young nobleman preferable to all 
others, 

In the mean time, until fortune fhould prefent 
fuch ‘a family as I thought I deferved, I imagined 
nothing.could be moré agreeable than to confecrate 
my leifure to my handfome Laura, whom I had not 
feen fince that night when we were both fo pleafantly 
wndeceived,---I durft not drefs in. the fuit of Don 
Cefar de Ribera, which (unlefs I had affumed it for 
a difguife) would have made me pafs for a down- | 
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right madman: but my own was ftill very decent, 
and being very well equipp’d in ftockings, thoes 
and-hat, I adjufted myfelf; with the barber's 
affiftance, in a middle way between Don Cafar and 
Gil Blas, and in this condition repair'd to Arfenia’s 
houfe; where, finding Laura alone. in the fame 
parlour where Ihad fcen her before, the no fooner 
pital me than fhe cried, ‘‘ Ha! are you there? 

thought I had loft you.---Seven or eight days are 
paffed fince I gave you the permiffion of vifiting me: 
I fee you don’ t abufe the liberties i in which the ladies 
indulge you.” 

Texcufed myfelf on account of my mafter’s death, 
and the bufinefs in which I had been engaged; and 
added, in a very polite manner, that even in the 
midft of ail my cares, the fair Laura had ftill kept 
poffeffion of my heart. ‘* Well, then, (faid the) | 
T will reproach you no more; but. own, that I 
have alfo thought of you: and as foon as I heard 
of the ‘misfortune of Don Matthias, formed a pro- 
je& which perhaps will not difpleafe you.---Some 
@ime ago I heard my miftrefs fay, that fhe wanted 
to have a kind of fteward in the honfe; a young 
man who fhould underftand csconomy, and keep 
an exact account of the money difburfed for houfe- 
Keeping. Ihave caft my eyes on your lordfhip, 
and believe you would not be an improper perfon 
for that employment,’”’ “* I perceive (anfwered 1) 
that I fiould acquit myfelf in it to a wonder; for 
I have read Ariftotle’s OEconomics; and as to 
keeping accounts, it is my chief excellence. But, 

child, (added I) there is one oo to my en- 
gaging in Arfenia’s fervice.’’---‘* What may that 
be ?"? (faid Laura.) ‘* I have -fworn (I: replied) 
mever to ferve a plebeian: nay, I have fworn by 
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Styx ; and if Jupiter himfelf durft not violate that 
oath, judge if a valet ought to regard it.”’--** Whom 
do’ft thou call plebeians? (faid the chamber-maid 
with an air of difdain) Do’ thou rank aétrefies 
with the wives of counfellors and attorneys? 
Know, friend, that the ladies of the ftage are not 
only noble but .arch-noble, by the alliances they 
contra& with men of quality.”’ 

‘“S 1§ that be the cafe, my princefs, (faid 1 
may accept of the place for which you have deftined 
me, without derogating from the dignity of my 
refolution,”’ “ Certainly, (fhe replied) to pats 
from the family of a. beau into the fervice of 2 
‘theatrical heroine, :is fill to maintain the fame 
fphere ‘of life; for we rank in all refpeéts with 
the. quality: we. keep equipages like them; we 
_ hve as :well; and; at -bottom, ought to .hold the 
ifame -efteem in ciyil Jife.---Really, (added the) if 
wwe confider a marquis and a player, thro” the courfe 

6f a day, we fhall find them upon a pretty equal 

. footing ; for,» granting that" the marquis, during 
three parts of the day, is, by virtue of his blood, 
Guperior to the players the actor, during the re- 
‘maining part, is raifed ftill more above the mar- 
‘quis by the cue of an emperor or king whom he 
reprefents, This, in my opinion, invefts us with 
fuch nobility and grandeur as at leaft equals us to 
the people at court.’ ** O! truly (I replied) you 
are, without contradiction, of a level with the 
courtiers. What the duce! players, I. find, are 
-not fuch feum as Iimagined! and you-fire me with 
inclination to ferve fuch honourable people.*’ 
** Well, then, (faid fhe) come back again in two 
days: I afk no more time to difpofe my miftrefs for 
thy reception. I will vee to her in thy be- 

half; 
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half; and as I have fome intereft with her, am 
perfuaded that thou wilt be admitted into her 
f{érvice.”” 

I thanked Laura for her friendthip, and affured 
her that I was penetrated with gratitude, which: 
I expreffed with fuch tranfports as left her no room 
to doubt my fincerity.---We maintained a pretty 
long converfation together, and it would have lafted 
longer, had not a little page come to tell my prin- 
cefs that Arfenia wanted her; upon which we 
parted. I quitted the houfe of this actrefs, in the 
{weet hope of living in it at my eafe, in a very 
fhort time; and did not fail to return at the time 
appointed, ‘“* I was juft expecting thee, (faid 
Laura) in order to affure thee, that thoy art now 
one of the houfhold: come, follow me, and I will 
prefent thee to my miftrefs.”” ~ So faying, the car- 
ried me into an apartment, compofed of five or fix 
rooms of a floor, each more richly furnifhed than 
the other. 

Heavens! what luxury and magnificence! J be- 
lieved myfelf in the palace of a vice-queen; or 
rather thought I faw all the riches in the world 
amaffed together in one place; for there was variety’ 
of things produced in different nations; and ene 
might term this apartment, the temple of fome’ 
goddefs, to whom every traveller prefented an offer- 
ing of the rarities of his country.---I perceived ‘the 
divinity feated on a large fattin couch, charming te 
the eye, and fleck with the fteams of facrifice ; 
fhe was ina genteel difhabille, and her fair hands 
were bufy in preparing a new head-drefs, in which 
fhe was to perform that night, ** Madam, (faid her 
maid) here is the houfekeeper I mentioned,---I 
ean affure you, that-you wil not find one more 
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for your purpofe.”” Arfenia looked at me very 
attentively, and I had the good fortune to pleafe 
her, ‘* Aha! Laura, (cried fhe) there’s a pretty 
young fellow. I-forefee that I thall be very well 
fatisied with him.’ Then addreffing herfelf to 
me, ‘ Child, (faid the) I like yeur appearance, and 
am at a word: if you ferve me well, you fhall have 
no caufe to complain.” I anfwered, that my 
whole ftudy and endeavour fhould be to pleafe 
her: and feeing that we were agreed, went to 
tetch my cloaths, and was inftalled in my new 
office, 


CHAP, X. 
Which is as foort as the foregoing. 


T being near play-time, my miftrefs bid Laura 
and me follow her to the theatre. We went 
accordingly to her tyring-room, where the put off 
her ordinary ¢crefs, and took another more magni- 
ficent for her ‘appearance on the ftage. The cur- 
tain being drawn, Laura conducted and fat down 
‘by me in a place where we could both fee and hear 
the actors perfeétly well. I was difgufted at the 
greateft part of them, doubtlefs becaufe Don Pom- 
peio had prejudiced me againft them. Several, 
however, were very much applauded, and, among 
thefe, even fome who put me in mind of the fable 
ofthe pig. | } 
Laura told me the names of all the a¢tors and 
actrefies as they. prefented themfelves; and, not 
contented with this, the fatyrical baggage defcrib’d 
their characters nicely, as they appeared. ‘‘ Th’g 
here (faid fhe) is a'noodle.----That fellow is a 
brute ; and that minx whom yeu fee, with an air 
more 


* 
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more lewd than engaging, is called Rofarda; a 
very bad. acquifition for the company! fhe fhould 
be enrolled in the troop that is raifing by order of 
the viceroy of New-Spain, to be tranfported forth. 
with into America. Obferve that luminous con- 
Reilation advancing: that fair fetting fun, known 
by the name of Caftilda: if the had exaéted a ftonte 
from each of her lovers, as a princefs of Egypt is 
{aid to"have done heretofore, the could have raifed 
a pyramid which would have touched the third 
heaven.’ In fhort, Laura gave: no quarter; her 
malicious tongue did not even {pare her own mif- 
trefs. ~.. 

Neverthelefs I will confefs my. weaknels : I was 
charmed with my chamber-maid, though her char 
racter was not morally good. She. fatyrized fo a- 
greeably, that.I was even in. love with her ma- 


— lice. Between the acts the got up, to go and fee 


if Arfenia wanted her ; but inftead of returning 
immediately to her place, fhe amufed herfelf be- 
hind the fcénes, in liftening to the foft things that 
were faid hy the men who flattered her. I fol- 
lowed her, for once, to obferve, and perceived that . 
fhe had a great many acquaintances ; having recr 
koned no lefs than thfee a@ors, who, one after 
another, ftopt to fpeak with her, and feemed to 
treat her with great familiarity. This was not at 
all agreeable to me, who feeling, for the firft time, 
what it. was to be jealous, returned to my feat fo 
penfive and melancholy, tbat Laura obferved it as 
foon as fhe came back. ‘“* What is the matter with 
thee,: Gil Blas.?.(faid the, with furprize.) What 
gloomy. demon has. taken poffeffion of thee fince I 
went: away ?- Thou feemett fad and dejected.’* 
. 7 ‘have too. much reafon to be fo, my princefs, 

¥ 3 ‘ (anfwered 
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(anfwered I) you have a little too much vivacity 
in your behaviour ? I have obferved you with the 
actors.”’ ‘* A pleafant caufe of melancholy, in- 
deed! (faid fhe, laughing) How! does that give 
thee any uneafinefs? truly, thou art 2 meer no. 
vice ; but thou wilt fee a great many other ftrange 
things among us, and muft accuftom thyfel# to our 
_eafy way of hfe.---Harbour no jealoufy, child ; 
for that, among comedians, is looked wpon as ri- 
diculous ; therefore we have none of it. Fathers, 
hufbands, brothers, uncles, and coufins, with us, 
are the moft complaifant perfons on earth, and ge- 
nerally make fettlements for their own family.” 
After having exhorted me to take umbrage at 
nothing, but look upon every thing with compo- 
fure, the declared that 1 was the happy mortal 
. who had found the way to her heart; and affared 
me, that her love fhould always reft on me alone. 
On this affurance, which, however, I might have 
diftrufted, without the imputation of being too 
fufpicious, I promifed never more to be alarmed, 
and kept my word; for that very evening I faw 
her in clofe converfation, and heard her laugh 


heartily with feveral different men. When the play 


was over, we went home with our miftrefs, where 

Florimonda foon after arrived, with three old no- 

blemen, and an aor, to fupper, . Befides Laura 

and me, there were, of fervants in the houfe, a 

cookmaid, a coachman, and a page, who all joined 

in preparing for fupper.: The cook, who was no 
‘lefs dextrous. than Dame Jacinta, was affifted by 
the coachman in dreffing the vituals; while the 

chambermaid and page laid the cloth, and I fur- 
nifhed the buffet with the fineft plate, and: feveral 

eps of gold, which were offered tothe gocdefs of 
eo F acs the 
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the temple. I ftored it likewife with bottles of 
the choiceft wines, ferving, in my own perfom, as 
eup-bearer, to thew my miftrefs that I could turn 
my hand to every thing. The deportment of the 
actreffes, during the repaft, filled me with admira- 
tion ; they affumed airs of importance, and ima- 
gined themfelves women of the firft rank. Far 
from addreffing the noblemen with the title of 
your excellence, they did not even give them that 
of your lordthip ; .but called them fimply by their 
mames: true, indeed, thefe very noblemen had 
fpoiled and made them { vain, by fuffering them 
to be fo familiar,----As for the adtor, he, like @ 
player, ufed ta perform the hero, treating thena 
without ceremony, drank to their health, and 
maintained (as one may fay) the upper exd of the 
table, ‘‘ Upon my foul, (faid I to myfelf) whea 
Laura demonftrated the equality of the marquis 
and player in the day-time, fhe might: have added, 
that they are ftill more fo in the night, fince they 
fpend it thus in drinking together.” 

Arfenia and Florimonda being naturally wan- 
ton, a thoufand hardy exprefRons efcaped them, 
mingled with {mall favours and toyings, which 
were exquifitely relifhed by thefe old finngrs. 
While my miftrefs amufed the one with a little in- 
mocent ribaldry, her friend, fitting hetween the 
other two, did not ac the Sufanna with them, 
While I was confidering this pi€ture, which had 
but too many charms for a young fellow tike me, 
the deffert was brought in; upon which J-fer wine 
and giafles on the table, and went to fupper with 
Laura, who waited for me. . ** Well, Gil Blaa, 
{faid the) what is thy opinion of thofe: noblemen 
thau -ha&t feen 2-’-n2S They are; aa ad 
Gs wered 
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fwered I) .adorers of Arfenia and Florimonda.’” 
* No, (faid fhe) they are old letchers, who vifit 
Coquets without attaching themfelves to them, and_ 
afk only fmall compliances, paying generoufly for 
trifting favours they receive. Thank heaven! Flo- 
rimonda and my miftrefs are, at prefent, without 
lovers ; I mean, fuch lovers as affume the hufband, 
and want to engrofs all the pleafures of the houfe, 
becaufe they fupport the expence of it. As for 
my own part, I am very glad. it is fo; and. main- 
tain, that a coquet of fenfe ought to fiy thefe forts 
of engagements; Why fhould the give up her li- 
berty to'a mafter ? °*Tis better to acquire an equi- 
ge penny by penny, than have one at once at 
Much a price.” - | 

‘When Laura was in a {peaking humour, (which 
eas ‘almoft always the cafe) words coft her no- 
thing.---Héaven ! what a volubility of tongue was 
the miftrefs of ! She told me a thoufand adventures 
which had happened to the aétreffes of the prince’s 
company ; and I concluded, from her: difcourfe, 
that I could not be in a better fituation to become 
perfectly acquainted with vice, I @as unhappily 
Of an age when this does not create much horror ; 
and -befides, the chambermaid painted thefe irregu- 
Jarities fo artfully, that I-beheld only the delicious 
fide of them. She had not time to relate the tenth 
part ‘of the exploits of the aétreffes ; for fhe had 
fpoke but three hours, when the noblemen and 
player withdrew with Florimonda, whom they con- 
anaes to her own houfe, - 

"After they were gone, my miftrefs giving me 
Money, faid, “ There, Gil Blas, are ten piftoles _ 
to go to market to-morrow morning: five or fix 
wt our F gentismen and ladies are to dine with me, 
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fo that you muft take care, and have every thing 
in plenty.” ‘* Madam, (anfwered I) with this 
fum Ill engage to entertain the whole troop.’” 
“* Friend, (replied Arfenia) be fo good as to core 
rect your expreffions ; you mutt not call them the 
troop, ‘but the company. We fay, a troop of 
thieves, a troop of beggars, and a troop of au- 
thors ; but learn to fay, a company of comedians. 
The corps of aétors, in Madrid efpecially, deferve 
to be called a company,”” I afked pardon for hav~ 
ing ufed fuch a difrefpedtful term, and moft hum- 
bly begged fhe would excufe my ignorance ; pro~ 
tefting that, for the future, whenfoever I should 
mention the gentlemen a€tors of Madrid in 9 col- 
lective manner, I would always call them the com- 
pany. 


CHAP, Xi - 
How the players lived togetber 3 and sheir- treatment as 


authors, 


Went to market next morning, in order to be- 
gin my office of butler: and as it was p mea- 

gre day, bought, by order of my miftrefs, fome, 
good fat pullets, rabbits, partridges, and other wild 
fowl] ; for as the gentlemen-players were not alto- 
gether fatisfied with the behaviour of the church 
towards them, they did not think proper to adhere 
{crupuloufly to its. commandments.----I1 brought 
home more victuals than would have fufficed 
twelve honeft gentlemen, during three days, in 
carnival-time ; fo that the cook had work enough 
for the whole morning. While the prepared . the 
/ dinner, Arfenia got up, and remained at her toilet 
till noon, when Signiors Refimire and Ricardo 
(two 
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(two adtors) arrived : Conftantia and Celiriaura 
(two arrefies) came foon after: and at laft Flori- 
monda appeared, accompanied by a man who had 
all the appearance of a finifhed coxcomb. His hair 
was tied: behind in a very foppifh manner, his hat 
adored with a plume of green feathers, his breeches 
fmooth and ftrait, and his fhirt, which was very 
fine, and bordered with a handfome lace, difplay'd 
at the flafhes of his doublet. His gloves and hand- 
kerchief were contained within the hilt of his 
fword, and he wore ‘hie cloak with a grace al- 
together peculiar. co 
- ‘Tho’ he had a good -mein, and was very well 
made, £ no fooner faw him than remarking in- 
him fomething fingular, I fald to’ myfelf, ‘‘ This 
gentleman muft certainly be an original.’ J was 
not miftaken ; for he was a man of a very extra- 
ordinary charaéter. As foon as he entered Arfe- 
nia’s apartment, he ran with open arms, and em- 
braced the a@treffes and a¢tors, one after another, 
with geftures ftill more extravagant than thofe of 
the beaus.. My opinion was not changed when 
I heard him fpeak ; for he made ‘affected paufes; 
and ‘pronounced his words with great emphafis, 
accommédating his looks: and geftures to the fub- 
je@&. Having afked Laura who that gentleman was, 
“ ¥ don’t wonder (faid fhe) at thy curiofity : it 
is impoffible to fee and hear Signior Carlos Alon- 
fo de le Ventoleria, even for once, without feeling 
the (ame emotion, -I will defcribe him to the life, 
In the firft place, he has been a player, but quitted 
the ftage through whim, and now repents in ear- 
fieft.. His black hair, which thou feeft, is dyed-- 
as well as his eye-brows. and whifkers ; for he is’ 
older than Satur: but as-his parents, when he was 
= born, 
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born, neglected to have his name inferted in the 
parith regifter, he takes the advantage. of their 
omiffion, and calls himfelf yownger than he is by 
twenty good years at leaft. He is, moreover, ‘the 
moft felf-conceited man in Spain, though he 
fpent the firft Gxty. years of his life in the groffeft 
ignorance ; but in order to become learned, be 
employed a preceptor, who. has taught him to {pel 
in Latin and Greek. Befides, he has got. an in- 
finite number. of good {tories by heart, which he 
has repeated and vouched fo often, that at length 
he aétua!ly believes them to be true. ‘Thefe he 
brings into converfation, and one may fay, that his 
wit fhines at the expence of his memory... He has 


. the charaéer of being.a great ator, and 1 pioufly 


believe it; but neverthelefs I will own that he does 
not pleafe me. 1 hear him repeat fometimes in 
company, and, among other faults, think his pros 


‘ nunciation too much affected, and his voice fo 


quav'ring, that it gives an antic and ridiculous air to 


his declamation.”’ . . * 
Such was the picture that my fweet-heart drew 
of this honorary ftage-player, who was really in his 
deportment the moft haughty mortal I had ever 
feen. He played the orator too, and did not fail to. 
produce from his budget two or three ftories which 
he uttered with a ftudied air of folemnity. On the 
ether hand, the actreffes and actors, who did not 
come there to hold their tongues, were not filent; 
but began to talk of their abfent comrades, not in 
avery charitable manner indeed: but this muft be 
pardoned in players.as well as in authors. The 
converfation therefore kindling againft their neigh- 
bours: “ You cannot guefs, ladies, (faid Rofimiro} 


a new piece of fineffe of our dear confederate Cefa- 
rino, 


« . 
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rino, He this morning purchafed filk ftockings, 
ribbons and lace, which he ordered a page to bring ‘ 
to the rehearfal, as if fent by a certain couutefs.” 
« Such 'a piece of knavery !' (faid Signior de Ven- 
toleria, with a filly, vain fimper) there was no 
fach deceit in my time: we never dreamt of com- 
pofing fuch ftories: the ladies of quality, indeed, 
fpared us-the invention, by making the purchafe 
thenfelves: it was their fancy.”” ‘© Zooks! (faid 
Ricardo) they have that fancy ftill; and was I per- 
mitted to explain myfelf---but one mutt be filent on 
thefe fert of adventures, efpecially when perfons of 
a certain rank are concerned.” 

“© Gentlemen, (faid Florimonda interrupting him) 
truce ‘with your intrigues, if you pleafe, they are 
well known to all the world, and let us talk of 
Imenia. They fay that nobleman, who has {pent 
fo much money upon her, has left her at laft.” | 
“* Yes, truly, (cried Conftantia): and Pi tell you 
more 5 fhe has loft a little citizen, whom fhe cer- 
tainly would have ruined. I know the foundation 
of the whole affair: her Mercury committed a 
terrible blunder, by catrying to the nobleman a 
letter fhe had wrote to the citizen, and giving this 
lat the billet intended for the lord.”” “** Thefe are 
great loffes, my dear, (replied Florimonda).”’ 
s* O! as for the nobleman, (faid Conftantia) there 
is nd great matter, he had {pent almoft his whole 
eftate:. but the citizen had juft begun his career, and 
rad never paffed through good hands; which is a 
thoufand pities.”” 

In this mantier they difcourfed before dinner, 
and their converfation turned on the fame fubjeéts 
while they were at table. But as I fhould never 
= done, if F undertoek-to repeat all the ex- 


preffions 
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preffions full of malice and folly, which I heard, 1 
hope the reader will excufe me for fuppreffing them, 
in order to defcribe the reception of a poor devil of 
an author, who came in towards the end of the 
repatt. 

Our page came, and faid sioud to his miftrefs, 
‘© Madam, a man in marvellous foul linnen, be- 
daggled all over, and who, fo pleafe you, looks 
very much like a poet, wants to fpeak with you.’ 
‘© Shew.him up (anfwered Arfenia;) don’t, ftir, 


gentlemen, “tis but an author.’ Sure enough it 


was one whofe tragedy had been received, and who 
brought a part for my miftrefs. He was.called Pedro 
de Moya, and, as he entered, made five or fix pro- 
found bows to the company, who neither got up 
mor returned his compliment. Arfenia only an- 
{fwered his profufion of civility by a flight inclina- 
tion of her head. He advanced inte the room, 
trembling and confufed, and let. his gloves and 
Cloak fall; which having taken up, he approached 
my miftrefs, and prefented to her a paper, with 
more refpe& than that of a, counfellor, when 
he delivers a petition to a judge; faying, ** Be fo 
good, Madam, asto accept of this part, which I 
take the liberty to offer.’’ She received itin a cold 
and difdainful manner, without even deigning to 
anfwer his compliment. 

This, however, did not difcourage our author, 
who making ufe of the opportunity.to diftribute 
the different parts of his play, gave one to Rofi- 
miro, and another to Florimonda,. who did noe 
treat him a whit more courteoufly than Arfenia 
had done. Qn the contrary, the player, naturally 
very obliging, as thefe gentlemen commonly are, 
infulted him with the moft cutting raillery, which 
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Pedro de Moya felt, but durft not retort, left his 
piece fhould fuffer for hisimprudence, He retired, 
therefore, without fpeaKing, but fenfibly touched, 
as I perceived, with his reception; and I believe 
that, in the bicternefs of his refentment, he did not 
fail to curfe, within himfelf, the players, as they 
deferved; and they, when he was gone, began to 
fpeak of authors with greatrefpe@, ‘‘ Signior Pedro 
de Moya (faid Florimonda) did not feem to go away 
very well fatished.” 

““ Pikaw, Madam, (cried Rofimiro) don’t difturb 


yourfelf about that: authors are not worth notice; 


if wefhould: treat them on an equal footing, it 

would fpoil them. -I know thefe forry gentlemen; 
they would foon forget themfelves. Let us there- 
fore ufe them like flavess; and we need not fear that 


we fhall tire their patience: for though their dif-. 


pleafure may detach them from us fometimes, the 
Sury of writing wih bring them back, and they will 
shink themfelves very happy, provided we deign to 
a% their perferitfances.”” «© ‘You are in the right, 
¢faid Arfenia) we only lofe thoft authors whofe for- 
tunes we have made: for as foon as we have pro- 
cured a good fettlement for them, idlenefs takes 
poffeffion of them, and they work no-more, Luck- 
ity the company don’t breals their hearts, and the 
“public is no lofer by their floth.” 

Thefe fine obfervations were much a pplauded, 
and it'was determined, that authors, LL ey 
ing the ill treatment they receive, owed their all te 
athe players, who therefore claimed the fuperiority 
@ver them 3 and certes they could not defpife them 
more, © 
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CHAP. XL. ; | 

Gil Blas acquires the ‘theatrical tafle, abandons Limfelf ¢® 

the pleafurcs of a comic life, with which bewever, be 

isdifgufted. ina litthetime. © 
“ HE company remained at table until the hour 
” arrived of going to the theatre, whither they 
repairedin.a body. followed, and once more faw 
the play, which gave me {ych pleafure, that I re 
folved to take the fame oppartunity every day. In 
this I did not fail, and infenfibly became reconciled 
to the ators ; fuch is, the force of cuftom:. I was 
partisularly charmed with thofe who ranted and 
diftorted themfelves moft upon the {tage ; and was 
not at all fingular in this way.of thinking. 

The beauty of the performance touched me no 


lefs than the manner of reprefentation: I was . 


quite tranfported with fome of them; and amon 
the ref, .was prodigioufly fond of thofe’ where al 
the cardinals, or the twelve peers of France ap- 
peared. 4 remember that, in two days, I got by 
heart, a whole comedy, entitled, “‘ The Queen of 
Flowers... The Rofe, who was queen, had the 
Violet for a confidante, and the Jeflamine for her 
ufher. I thought nothing could be more ingenious 
than thefe works, which, I imagined, did a great 
deal of honour to the tafte of our nation, 

I not only adorned my memory. with the brighteft 
paffages from thefe dramatic mafter-pieces; 1 {et 
about bringing my tafte to perfection ; whith to 
accomplith, 1 liftened with a greedy attention to 
all that the players faid. If they, praifed any per- 
formance, lefteemed it ; and whatfoever met with 
theic difapptobation, was immediately defpifed by 
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me. I thought they were as fkilful in plays, as 
jewellers are in diamonds, Neverthelefs, Pedro de | 
Moya’s tragedy had great fuccefs, although they 
had prognofticatéd its damnation, But even this 
could not make me fufpe& their jQdgment ; and 
I chofe rather to believe that the public wanted 
common fenfe, than to doubt of the company’s 
infallibility. Y was affured, however, from all 
quarters, that thofe new pieces of which the players 
had no good opinion, were ufually very much ap- 
plauded ; and that, on the contrary, thofe which 
they received with approbation, were commonly 
hiffed by the audience, I was told, that it was 
a maxim with them, to judge erroneoufly of the 
works that were prefented to them, and was in- 
formed of a thoufahd inflances where the fuccefs 
belied their determination ; but all thefe proofs 
were fcarce fufficient to difabufe my underftand- 
iN. . 

I fhall never forget what happened one day, in 
the fir reprefentation of a new comedy, which 
the players had pronounced cold and tédious, and 
adtually thought unpaffable. In thefe fentiments 
they performed:the firft a&, that met with great 
applaufe, which quite aftonifhed them. The fe- 
cond aét was played, and ftill better received than 
the firft ; upon which the actors were confounded. 
“* How the devil! (faid Rofimiro) is it poffible that 
this comedy fhould take?” At laft they a¢ted the 
third, which gave more pleafure than the two for- 
mer. ‘ J can’t comprehend the meaning of this ! 
(faid Ricardo) we imagined that this piece would 
not pleafe---yet every body is charmed with it?” 
** Gentlemen, (faid one of them, very plainly) the 
reafon is, becaufe there are a thoufand ftrokes of 
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wit in.the. performance, which we have not ob- 
ferved.” 

I no longer, therefore, looked upon the players, 
as excellent judges, but became a juft appraifer of 
their merit: and, indeed, they juftified, to a tittle, 
all the ridicule they met with from the world ; for 
fome of the actors and aGtreffes were giddy with 
applaufe: and, cenfidering themfelves as objects of 
admiration, thought they beftowed a favour on the - 
public when they deignedtoplay. J was fhocked at 
their faults, but, unhappily, too well pleafed with — 
their way of life, fo that I plunged into debauchery. | 
How could it be otherwife ? Their converfation was 
pernicious: to youth, and all I faw contributed ta’ 
corrupt my morals: had I been ignorant of what 
pafied at the houfes of Cafilda, Conftancia, and the 
other players, that of Arfenia alone was but too. 
capable of undoing me; for, befides the ald noble- 
men I mentioned, there came thither, beaus, young.» 
heirs, whom ufurers enabled to fpend money, and 
fometimes alfo, farmers of the revenue were ad- 


~'mitted, who, far frem being gratified for their pre- 


fence, as they are in their own affemblies, were. 
obliged to pay through the nofe for their recep- 
tion. 

Florimonda,whe lived. hard by, dined and fupped 


every day with my miftrefs ; and people were fur- 


prifed at ‘the friendthip that feemed to unite them. 
It afforded matter of aftonifhment to fee coquets 
live together in fuch good intelligence ; and every 
body imagined that foon or late, they would quar- 
rel about fome gallant, But the world was very 
much miftaken in thefe perfe@ friends, who were 
joined by the moftfolid affeGtion. Inftead of being 
jealous Dd one another, like other women, ried 
live 
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liyed in common ; and chofe ratter to thate the 
{poils, than foolifhly difpute about the inclinations 
of the men. bo 

-Laura, by the example of thefe ilhiftrious affoci- 
atés, made tive beft of her youth too: and it was 
not without reafon fhe had cold me that I fhhould fee 
itrange things: however, } affeG@ied to be quite 
eafy j becnufe I had promifed to adopt the uncon: 
eefd of & player on fuch occafions; and. thus I 
differnbied for fome days, contenting myfelf with 
afking the names of the men with whom I found 
her particularly engaged. She always anfwered it 
wat an uncle or coufin. Heavens, what a sroud 
of relations fle had! Sure, her family was more 
sumerous than that of king Priam: and the jade 
did’ aoe even confine herfelf wo her uncles and 
coufines but alfo went abroad frequently in order 
to allure Mrangers, by a@ing the. widow of quality at 
the Noufe of the old woman whom I menconed 
before, In dhort, Laura (to give the reader a juit 
amid precife idea of her) was as yourg, as handfome, 
afd at mucha coquet as Ker miftrefs, who had no 
other advantage over her than that of diverting the 
town in public. I was borne down by the torrent 
for three weeks, during which, I gave myfelf up 
to all Matitte? of debauchery : but at the fante time, I 
-muft obftrve, in the midft of my phafures, I was 


frequently feiged with fentiments.of.remnorfe that | 


proceeded from my education, and embittered all 
toy ehjoymente, Vice coukt nor get the better of 
thefe. warnings, which augmented. in-proportion as 
I became more debaticheds and by the effect of a 
happy difpofition, I began to abhor: the diforders 
Of a theatrical life. Ah, wretch! (faid { to my- 
felf) is i¢ thus thou fulfillett the expe@atien of thy 

family ? 
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family ? Was it not enough to cheat it by chufing . 
another employment than that of a tutor? Does 
thy fervile condition hinder thee from living like an 
honeft man ? or does it become thee to live among 
{uch finners? fome of whom are poffeffed by envy, 
rage, and avarice; while others have banifhed all 
fenfé offhame. Thefe are abandoned to intemper. 
ance and floth; and thofe indulge their pride 
even to an excefs of infolence. I am refolved: 
and will no longer dwell with the feven deadly 
fins.” 


The End of the First Vorume, 
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